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Thank yvou for your lestter of 4 February te William Waldegrave
enclosing one from the Viscount Caldecote aboubt HIV infected
blood transfusion recipisnts.

As you know, Willisw Waldegrave announced in a Written Answer on
Monday that the special help for hasmophiliacs with HIV ig being
extended to those who acguired the infection through NHE blood
transfusion or tissue transfer. Payments will conmprise those
made to the haemophiliacs in the litigation settlement and the
gariier payment of £20,000 madse in 19%0.

I think you will understand that our position against a gensral
scheme of no fault compensation for medical accidents is
unchanged. It has besn argusd that sxtending help to the blood
and transfusion recipients iz not a step in that dirvection but
that it is recognition of wery special circumstances. We have
congidered the situation very carefully with collsaguss and we
have concluded it is right teo extend the special help for
haenmeophiliacs Lo the bloed and tissue recipients with whom they
share the tragedy of HIV infection ag 3 result of NHHS treatnent.

Payments to the infectad blopd and tissus cases will have to be
considered individually. These cases are less stralghtforward
than the haemophiliacs, whose medical history is well known. The
circunmstances will vary from case to case and evidenos will need
te be oollected and assessed, As I think you alrveady know,
Mr Benst Hyitner QC has agresd Lo chair a panel with two medical
assessors to take on this work., I think yvou will appreciate that
it may take a little time to wake the paympents, but we would aim
te do thiz as soon as possible.
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1 know that money will not compensate those affected by HIV, but
T hope it will provide a degree of financial sscurity.
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