BDICAL DEPARTHEXRT

YEUCASTLE EUGTONAL HOSPTILAL BOARD

ODES OF ADDRESS OF WEDICAL PRACTITIONFRS

This memorandum is intended s a guide for thé staff of the Board
to a subJect which is full of pitfalls. By referring to it it is hoped
that they will be able to conform to accepted usage,

Present usage 1s unneoe ssurily elaborate, Radiocal reform would be
welcome and would relieve us all of trouble, To desoribe the system does
not imply that it is approved. All this notwithstanding it is elementary
good manners to make an effort to use correct forms of address,

;R’esisktration

The term *medical practitioner® means ﬂg person re;gista_ra'd“ as such
by the General Medical Council or its branch councils for Scotland or
Ireland, ' T :

' Registration may be full, provigional ,-or temporary., A person becor:s
eligible for provisional registration when he obtaing a registrable
gualification from a university or a recognised examining body, either in
Great Britain or Ireland or in some other oountry which has reciprooal
arrangements with Great Britain for mutual recognition of medical
qualifications, Provisional registration conveys the same privileges to
the person registered as full registration but only for the purpose of
service in resident posts in hospitals which are approved for the purpose
of house officer (pre-regi stration) service, Many hospitals in the United
Kingdom are not approved for this purpose, After six months satisfactory
service in each of two posts as house physiolan or house surgeon, a
provisionally registered practitioner becomes eligible for full registration,
A medical practitioner with a registrable foreign or Commonwealth
qualification may be eligible for full registration if he has completed 12
months satisfaotory service as a resldent house officer in an Approved
Hospital or has had other professional’ experieripe which the General Medical
Council.is prepared to accept as substantially equivalent.

Temporary registration is granted to foreign or Commonwealth
practitioners for a period end enables them to praotise for the period in
the hospital shown on their oertifiicate of temporary registration, The
names of temporarlly reglstered practitioners do not appear in the Medical
Register,

The Medioal Reglster is not a guide to all the diplomas, degrees, and
decorations held by practitioners. Only the degrees and diplomas which he
is entitled to register are shown (and not ‘all of these, if he does not care
to register them), The exception is the D.P.H., (Diploma of Public Health)
and its equivalents, which are required by statute for certain public
appointments, Diplomas such as the D,P.M, snd D,0.M.S5,, and even the
FoR4Co0eGe, are not shown in the Medical Register,
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The Prefixss 'Dr.' and 'Mr,*

The formal form of address is 'Dr,' but & surgeon is referred to as
Nr,t, Obstetricians and gynaecologists ere usually referred to as My, ¥
in the same way es surgeans, To give ekbuples

A letter to & physician should be addressed:

pr, &, B, Churoh; or A, B. Church, Esg., M.D., H.-R.C.P,
and should begin *Dear Dr, Church’, o

4 letter to & surgeon should be addressed:

D. E' Frank, Esq., Masa; FvROCoSo
and should begin 'Dear Mr, Frank®,
This distinotion is one of function, not of qualification., A

physioian may not hold & dootorate of medicine from & University, but he
1s still referred to as 'Dr.'. A surgeon may hold a doctor's degree, but

he remains *Mr,t
her xes
A professor is usually referred to as such, unless he has expressed &
wish to be referred to as Dr.' or *Mr.'., It sometimes heppens that

" professors wish to be so ocalled only in esoademic oircles, The word
‘professor' should be given in full, and a letter to one should be addressed

thua:
Professor G. H, Insight, M.Dey FoRCoPe, DoP.ls
and should begin

Dear Professor Insight.

It is permissible to abbreviate ‘Professor' to 'Prof.® only when
giving a list of names, tius: N o

Prof, Imi@t M

Titles of knighthood or nobility such as Sir®, 'Lord®, ‘Dame‘, or
tLady' supersede 'Dr,', "Mr.' and sometimes *Profeasor’, - Thelr use is
subject to speecial rules which are not dealt with here as theéy are of
general application, ' o R

Initials and Christian Namss ,
Initials of mediosl praotitioners should never be left out on
envelopes or in analegous situations., However, women medical practitioners

sre addressed by their forename; for example, letters to them should be
addressed :
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Dr, Joan Knox, M.R.C.P. )
or Miss Lilian Masterson, i.,D,, FR.C.0.G,
and should begin
Dear Dr. Knox
.or . Dear Miss Masterson.
The use of initials and forenames after titles of knighthood and

nobility is subject to speciel rules, to which reference should be sought
in the appropriate literature. ‘

Letters after names

By custom, these are placed in the following order:
1. Orders and decorations;
2. University degrees, as follows:

(1) W.h,
(i1) Dootorates
(4i1) Masterships
(iv) Bachelor's degrees;

3. Diplomas = as follows:

(2) Medical Diplomas:

(i) Fellowships and Memberships {except M.R.C.S.) in:
medicine, surgery, obstetrics and gynasecology,
other specialties

(41) oualifying diplomas
{ii1i) Other diplomas;

(b) Non-medical diplomas:
(F.R.8. follows all others);
4. Letters indicating offices or appointments (such as J,P,, M.P.);

5. Letters indicating membership of H, M, Forces,

Some medical practitioners collect an enormous number of letters
after their names., It is not always necessary to give them all,
Frequently a doctor will quote on his own writing paper only the most
important of his degrees and diplomss and this can be taken as a guide.
However, orders and decorations should always be given in full.
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- b -

Membership of & Royal College supersedes & licentiate or a diploma
and Fellowship supersedes Membership, Thus a man who qualifies
L.R.C.P., H.R.C.8, and later passes the examination for Membership of the

Royal College of Physioians is then referred to as br, N, 0, Perkins,
MeR.CP,ey not Dr. N, O, Perkins, HeR.CoPoy LieReCaPuy MRCWSs

As an eppendix to tils note there is & list of examples which sets
out in order recommended the principal letters in common use, The list
is not exhaustive. It is followed by an index with the groups of letters

arranged slphabetically.

o o & % B & b &

September 1972
u2/ce
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