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t hunt. you fZ)r your ,e, or of'?5 June. to Alan Milbum about the use of fresh fi`ozen plasma in 
elnud. Dr h a m l . . her also copied .me your letter dated 28 January and has asked rue to 

ru „rx, t€i to t , d -c' a. I wil.i send him a copy of my reply and apologise f:cir the delay in replying to 
y gal. 

I hofle that you `L; 111 accept  my sincere apologies that y au have not received an earlier response to 
VOW, let€a.3: £Tu i thn '..3 par lat.ti:€€. i"i€.€",a Con"'" uy to 

.0.r 
il$?., sran lards S's-e cl1 -n zi?r in replying to 

CotresponK nec and I has c ask td the heed of the l3l€ oc t'~s:')iii v learn, , Char es L;st€er, to write to you. 
pe:rsonall ' 1'x:3tli an e p i is€iaI.I4,. n of t e C.€ i:i?', ,. 

I was very y sorry a' to read in usu r letter #h €t : uu may have co.t2 ratr,.'ted a viral tr Si's11 , i€#ri through 
the toea. :t : tt 3 fresh1

4

:i:
[

1 `,= tl ,12i,.4d1 .i. E}..3,(, b:;t}t' 

importance, t

r.€ considers the safety of Mood and blood 
prude-is+d it in the I YHS to be of aai.€amcn ,, nt. .r€iportaa.nce, 

t roar 1 , ,urn you zi €t e re .wr, ed to the amice is s cd 
.in f 138 on blood and ;hx. d , products from the 

(ewnuttee on Setup: I-.)t .i4.t t 1C3C. €t.:  5s tj 0--nCh referred to liiilasinisins the unknown .i1 alila to 

T '1 . it is currOCt that do ad ci e was that €naariuf'aetirrlec, bhtod uiuducts should 
no' ii a.s" ed .t. ,:<1, I Kp,fir.. a. Since I99' ti'i.: (..aovcnneet:t i.:as acted on eaneir advice arid 
SOUILOLI t.ihunie ,Kr tiC ,r.w .usar;trrre. {.licensed blOO€i products irur.n the United States and 
Germany Howe' of s: do de,-- urd to Fresh Frozen Plasma tFIF l':i an tt:€3li e n e•al product, ti€i€ t, th e
lad°I 

yp

, t.a.uii:t was ads ll b ;'£e National Blood 
use 

imported pllasr.n  a tf 

ar  

FFP could not

A 

r 
obtained <a. r the lames rwmbie- a #. pc.l its Y'?'ho use it every  year. The Spo3. z:tfibrm L..nceph iopi:}:t i j

Ad'irory Committee tee <anu the ea er t .` d s ry Committee itte € n the M.icroh lr, s_:al Safety € fBlood 
m cl "l sSr uCS tom raisplutitation MSB

.
l) apvisc.d.he. UK ? .1 P 5Iiould c m:#rni trio o he provided ed but 

t h.a€ the pos 3io.€ slm lil he kept under r :s i€ .Y. e .l her  is no evidence that l;:".l.i:) or var a.nt CJD has 
es- : been transmitted to patients though tit moo or hood products. 

The safety of blood d <<ilc blood products used 1.n the NHS is ui ?.ctlii;''il{t1r1 inipruthuer. € l' 
ua. onab1c mel .ti;.,`A been ialW' t to mutt  any risks d€ rune Hod transYusi..'ami I -aim cfi:rr t lt'dli 

trs els of sa.i tm ate atl ieve d by erccnins out notsenti`sll 'li' lei i'.sk donors iit d than € .ill.'_" tesodl$ 
every unit tai 'hint tee Ii nod for the presence cal inihetir#.ins such as l-1IV, Hepatitis .B, Hepatitis C, and 
S.'phi is b€ ibrs.' it is released 1 ;i+:)spi1 >i , 
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O€'€ I - August WC àTtrrrounce.d that as an added P<eeau sonar measure a ,ai. ,,st the l eorG;t ca., risk of 
variant Cm, , PEP aa ill 3e imported ii OW the United States tier young children and babies u € .E will he 

i€ta:d with meth-viene blue to r«.d!a :w the a s:& of blood borne vduses tier this most vuinerable ,-'Mop, 
should 1,;:: rioted that US FFP is oath used ins ighr units and. not pooled. Afurther p rodu :t, 
?kt{,o:< 

, 
, Bich 150501 vrnt deta 3 E::irt virally inactivate pooled El P. is all option for clinicians to 

rl;lta. ,,v.. In Lees itt our expert advisory group 4l 4 ''l have indicated i p.refbr'eece fhr the i)e.purtment 
not to source pooled .1'FP, 

Its never posib1e to -'ua.i.`ainteje_ 1004%' safety but the steps that have already been taken ensure that 
t it:>ud and blood products used in the NHS are amongst the safest in the world and .MSRT 
crltistan d.tv keel) under review new ways to improve the s;:3.lety of blood. 

rra.a not he aware that NHS Hospitals also take part in the Serious Hazards of T€.att td ,foil 
}' ( } i 33E .1f3 '. >Ct'in I l.lis'il i.; .' °t ..: "S 11i IL; 11 a i 's t.p.!aiace Sy stum r vering blt od, 

trlrrsj.l:i.?:l i € € a P < 1C1. I punsat. e i Itwl<:,1Lt, €. IS a 7 t€:a ::i ." €. k. it 117quir ' nos Iunrkd 1r= ,;'.3.ar' t), , 
the I`3a€n 1>, s31tis?};i i'ti'iC s attd Is aff'I'l€,;tact to thi: 1  3v i a c E a c  a r. its e i Pait,lr€ew isto> _.t .tr a .i ,.: rid rrr; 
t.lr ;a< malt   , id. r nge s3' cli.1= ', rote.-sts. <\lthuugh the `.HO'1" report Bert >i try :es tint 
sennes ads 'e `u CvUflts >,1ss, €. ,ate: sv ha I; IJt €: t.>a1tsf -,sion are tare, many of them are a ,,'oit 1 ei. 
1T13 3:d11 rr t?tai i :tit in dl .if iI , 0 IL; ,10 7,€t11. tier 'ded ;.mr ;r to panet.ts, Is a major Gc I LII I fl r1<: 
priority. t:: a. ill be 3cuki ie to Sl 1{.11 

and the new h- itl(?1I<4 Patient Safety Agency ic, 11L;,.s.'1 us take a 
11101 e 3i' Il:,rt :ia aft?13i t a to impresinu patient sa z,,ry in tOe NHS. 

In l3 t Ctttr L3L1 iliac icteired to T'etco i__:ielldati?. W,  on the use L).t PEP tram the i Edition of the 
.,i€t. li tc::. Our wrdcrstandIt , and that of other members £5E the Council i€ of 

10 €; tilcit. Iii .; ~ 3313:}.3W .-C, ,L: ;.w.r, to ?..Ell () t <€:i::; 14.t„ a;?'. €.T', irit t i'P char„ L -::'"at ?L p'lain €.: ' .`. iE,`b£lttlw' 
facioa sucm as Factor tdsi ( 'tdii..11 is what is meant ha the refenm e, in the a .r.r.r..€ :rar,at: ;..€rr to a stable 

1i:s4.Ii i. t j <ai € ? t ::. ail able , Because of thu aambinuri.`•,° o zI ,, ,  l o° .i€ a àx̀ .. collsldrts,.<1 will be., t. 'en to a 
re l r € Liter this. rear. 

L s3ii ,.ay raised i concerns that pan uts s"ite bemt a seated a.' tl3. transfused blood pi'( n.tCt:. ait aut 
iritoti,.e,i r),,-.sent consent being taken. t is 'Its:ri that where possible, patents are made lull we 
of toechoices E)t trvatnterts they are otrcre . On 4 July we issued new ?il€itecice to the NE IS on 
"Better B 1000 a. rans.lus .,czi? , App€ropr ate Use of Blood" this guidance has an oble ctiv to Ensure 
pits ei. :: at i-1sk oftr'a,isbision are informed of their choices", The National Blood service is 
Ctl'e in L rcP t IT; i 13.itie. it ..1:€3t3TtTT 1t1<;)rr leaf.Iet, mood Trmsfusao€i I,?:r)riitrled Informal on fo 
Pa<itet._. and _;. t ~%es which si  ill be a<v.,,hrhle very shortly and we have asked NHS (rusts and 
Primal Y tare I. rusts to ensure that w uen iti.i{ ril'.iation is made available to patents on blood 
traniuitsiun it.id alternatives by April 2IJU3, 
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