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LIFE-BLOOD, OR.DEATH?

To the infzciton known as Aids,
aeguired  immune  deficiency
sypdrome, attaches a peculiar
horror, corrosive and atavistic.
Afer events in Australia and
qaths here. the public health
liorivies must be scea to move
o proiert  not  ouly
supnlies ol plasma and blood
products used in treating disease
and injury but, more mportant
stll fer (he louser iun, Lo sustain
ihe unigue trust that lnks blood
doners.  madical  prefessionals
and patients. Statemonts (o date
by under-secretanes and prom-
ises of ieaflets gre, it has to be
said, insufficient. Some robust
apnouncemant by the Scorctary
of Siate for Social Services based
solidly on a defensive plan for
the National Blood Transfusion
Servies 1s the feast that can be
expLcted .dﬂd quickly,

Alds twrtifirg nat only because
l,( the prognosts lor 15 victims.
The infection’s  origins and
menns of propagation excites
repugnance, meral and physical,
ar oronusotous nmale homosexu-
oy - conduer which, 1olerable
W private  circuinstances, Hhas
with the adveat of “gay hber-
ation” become adveriised, even
giofificd &3 sccontpble pl-h i
conduct, evan a proud badas for
e "‘li'" men o wear. Many

wembers of  the  public  are
h..n pted te sce in Ards soue sort

of retribution for a questionable
style of life but Aids of course is
a danger aotv only io the
promisLuons nor only 1o homo-
sexanals. A fascinating medical

detective work suggests that the -

infection’s origing may be trop-
ical. It follows that procedures
for deteeting potentiz! 2arriers of
Alds can be modeilid on the
tests  the  Natioral  Fleath
Service's biond collectors now
anply 1o tropical discases. To ask
a donor of Hlood for details of
contact with, sav, malaria is not
reckoned 1o infringe civil hib-
ertics ~ aor should 1t be to
question men succincily about
their sexual dealings.

The object of the excrcise is
not puntive. Bioed for others
nse is a precious gift the object
of policy ouzht to be to stimulate
not extinguish the sebtiz motives
of fellow tecling which brings
poople 1o the  traasfusion
service's  dravgaty  halls  and
mobile centees. The serviee,
creaking on s 1940s  foun-
dations and buffeted by the
vancour of trade unions vhich
would deprive paticats in private
health carc of donated biood,
will suffer from the loss of
doears,
~ Technelogy  is
Heat treatmienl may guarantec
the pudity  of cenain bleod
proauits, Scmcniug tackniques
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1iay soon climinate the risk of

contracting Aids through trans- |

fused biocd and there musi be
urgency about making Beitain
independent of supphes  trom
other countries where the pros-
pect of profit creates grrater
inceniive for donors to comceal
the truth.

Until  then. policy should
procced on (wo fronts. Strict
questioning of donors and the
rigorous cxclusion of all pructis-
ing  homoszxuals

) should  be !
cnjoined on the collectass of |

blood. In Queensland measures ¢

have been tken to tine and |
blood |

siving

¥

imprison  those

vithout disclosing their homo-

sexual experience, Such a siep, a
drastic resgonse 0 pubiic out-
rage, may o¢ too muce for
Britain but anticrpatery thinking
along  such  hies  within  the
L)cn:xrlmcm of Health and Social

ccurity s surely needed. More
posmvdy, the Blecod
fusion Service has long Lo=n in
need of some pubhc relations
revamping together with sivarper
managcment.  Mr Fowizr s
aouwt to make his long-a iif:d
appointment of a super-m

Trans-

for vhe MFIS: et a prograra me ox :

administrative reformation and
public education tor the trans-
fusion service be, one ef that
persci’s itrst tasks,
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