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LIFE—F 2O O , OR. DEATH? 
To the infccton known as Aids, 
requited immune deficiency 
syn:hromc, atrae:hes a peculiar 
horror, coirosiyc and atavistic. 
:`,t'• :r events in :\iatralia and 
ucat!is here. the public health 
a,.i?liorities rnu.st be seen to move 
>7':t It , to ptotO:('t not only 
sut?piicc of ittuisrlta and blood 
products used in heating disease 

and injury but, more important 

sill fur the ',utrteraon, to sustain 
IhC unique trust them links bi.7iad 
donors medical ptnh ssionels 
end pa?icros. Statl'n ti nts to date 
i7' under-s&•cret:,iies and prom.. 
iseS of ieafletf c,te. it Itas to be 
slid. 'C`•Lit rClint. onle robust 

announecnlurit !)y thr; Sc;i cttaiy 

of Suite for S.~cisil 's<•rvices rased 

solidly on a c'efcnsive plan tjr 
the Nzii;oral lllaxui Transfusion 
f>C(vf e t:i the leest that Can be 

cxL,,::teiI and 1u ''..1v. 
At  thurr'  ir unt otily because 

of 'he pre,^.r;ostc for its victims. 
1i infeeciion's origins and 
incn:ls of pr,)p,agation excites 
repugnance. rt;ott 1 and physical, 
air (lioniti.etous rnij! hGirioSCxu-
lcy _ cenrtuc hich. tolerable 

pri 'a e '_ircuinshinces, has 
•, itit the ed`.•eat. of "gay liber-

ation" bc,um,t tkeriised, even 
_1o. fied as ,`l P. ̀ li. public 
cLin:iuct, even a 'p.'cud badge for 

ucblic men rc wear. Many 
uhhers of the ptibliv are 

U inpkd to see in kids statue sort 

of retribution for a questionable 
style of life but Aids of course is 
a clinger clot only to the 
promiscuous nor only to horao-
scxui ls. A fascinating medical 
detective work suggests that the 
infection's origins may be trop-
ical. It follows that procedures 
for detecting potential carriers of 
Aids can be mode `d on the 
tests the National death 
Service's biood collectors now 
apply to tropical diseases. To ask 
a donor of blood for details of 
contact with, say, malaria is not 
reckoned to infringe civil lib-
cities — nor should it be to 
question Met succinctly about 
their sexual dealings. 

The objcet of the exercise is 
not punitive. Iliood for others' 
also is a nreciouS gift: the object 
of policy ought to be to stinitllate 

not cYtingrish the subtle motives 
of tbllow tcciin; which brings 
people to the transfusion 
service's draeg;7ty hall; ain_i 

mobile centres. The service, 
creakint; on its 19 iOc foun-
dations and buffeted by the 
rancour of trade unions v"hich 
•.could deprive patients in oriv'ate 
health care of donated blood, 
will suffer from the loss of 
donors. 

Tcchncicr!y is advareing. 
lleat trenint ;l may guarantee 
(I:` llticit of ccrwin biood 
pl't7rlt ;ta, Ser crai+rg techniques 

may soon eliminate the risk of I 
contracting Aids through trans-
fused biood and there niusi be
urgency about making Br tain I 
independent of supplies tiom 
other countries where the pros- i 
pect of prolit creates greater
incentive for donors to conceal 
the truth. 

Until then, policy should 
proceed on two fronts. Strict 
questioning of donors and the 
rigorous exclusion of all ;x-.ietis-
ing hom.oscxuals should be 
enjoined on the collcctc s of
blood. fit Queensland ni i cures 
have been taken to line and 
imprison those giving blood 
v,ithout di':';o ng their h omo- 
Sexual C:1pcnenee. Such a ".tip, a 
drastic response to pubic out-
rage, may he too mucet for 

Britain but enticipatory iht eking I 
along such plies w ilhtn the 1 

Department of Health and -Social i
Security is surely needed. More. 
nositivcly, the Blend Trans,
fusion Service has tong hc~n in 
need of some public re%kitions 
revamping together with sharper 
management. Nir i owl r is 
about to make his ton a wiled 
appointment of a super-:r.a ager 
for rice Ni lS- let a prograth;.ric of 
administrative reformation and 
public education for the .raps-
fusion service be, one of that 
pCrscn's first tasks. 
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