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ACQUIFED IMMUNE DEFICTERCY SYNDROME (AIDS)
HEATAE EDUCATION

1e [z MacKay may wish to know that DESS ave, with Ministerial agresment, to discuss
vith the Health ducation Council the distribution and handling of a leaflet whick
the Council have pyepared on ATDS as part of thelr current programme of work on the
ce.  Prevention of sexually trensmitted disessem, A copy of a curxent draft of the
" leaflet is atiached for Mr MacKay'u infomation,

2, DHSS have been considering for some time the pros and cons of Departmental advies
on this sensitive topic bul have ceoncluded that as advice has now been issued by
gaveral honmosexusl organipations and as the HEC have now prepared a leaflet &
geparete Departmantal initiative would be wasteful and urnecessary and are content
for the HEC leaflet to mstand as the central aldvice.

%3, Given its centent any health education initiative in this area is bound to be
highly eensitive znd presentationally difficult, To have a constructive impact on
homosexualis, it should aveid morel censure, On the othex hand, any advice on this
subjsct may bo oriticised by those whe do not accept homosexuality, DISS will bLe
bearing all this in mind in their diacussicns with {he IEC, They will bhe reporting
back ¢a the f£inel draft and detailed distribution and handling arxengements when these
have been drawn up, It iz hoped that the leaflet will be xeady for disiribubtion
towarde the exd of the yecax, '

4o Ve do nst think thet the preparation of o separate leaflet for Scotlend is
Juetified, Ii should sulfice if SHEG uses any HEC ieafleis un they do in wmome other
axeas of sctivity, '
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