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, Recently there has been cong wble pablicity in the newspapers
and on radio end television aboul a new, serious,; bul rare discese
called AIDG. ‘

| Since AIDS may be lrensmitted by vraxizfusion of blood and blood
products, 1k Nztional Bleod Tranzfusion Service wants blood

! donors 1o have the fects about the diccase.

VBAT 15 AJDS?

i AIDS is short for Acquired JIvmune Deficiency Syndrome, As its
neme implies; AIDS desiroys the body!s immune systen vhich ,
noxrmally protects egainst infections and other illnesses. A
person with the discase is thercfore at risk of developing sexiocus
infections such az phevmoniag or even cancer. AIDS is probably
czused by a vircus, bul this is not Xnmown for certain,
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the past tvo yezrs or

found 1c be suffer

appear to be particularly susceptidble

1. Homosexuzl men who

2, Drug eddicts, nale

Sexuel contacis of
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n about AIDS has cone from the USL where in

80, 2VDProx :?tely 1,450 patients have been

& from the disease. Cextain grouvs of people

theze are

ave many diffexrent pariners.
and femele, using wndec ions.
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Tt hu\ olso baeen fomd in o nanbor of imindgven

{the islend of Baiti
Yatientae with ALIDS also seem more likely to have suflfexcd; at some
tine; from various other dizecases such as hepatitis B, syphilic

or other sexually trensmitted discaces,
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Yesy a few cases have been reported, althouvsh nothing like as pany

as in the UZA, No-one umows whether wore poople in the United Xingdon
will GCV830p XIP and a careful wetch is being kept fox pocsible
cases, -
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TRALSIUSTICH CF BLCCD AND RINDD PRODUCTS?

Jlmost certainly‘ycs“tnﬁ;yheredaonly'the mo;t remote chance of this
happening with ordinary blood transfusions given in hespital, Howover,
in the USA zdoutl twelve Hatlcntv suffering from haemophilia, on illness
in vhich the blood will not clot, have developed AIDS. EHeemophilizes axe
more sveceplible to LID3 because {they necd ;ogular injections of a
yproduct czlled Fector VIII, Thils is wmade from plasma obiainzd from

nany ‘denors. Should just one of the donors be suffexring from AIDS,

then the Yactor VIIY could transnit the dlsease.

HOW CAY THIZ RIBYS B3 RIDUCD?

At present, there is no screening test the Trensfusion Service can use

to detlact people with AIDS. So, uniil there is and wntil nore is
-
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known cbout this dicczse, Conovs are roeguested not Lo

o bave the Giscase or be
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=ive blood

T0_GXV BLCOD?

DiRILIYLLY HOT.

e Mational Blood Mrarnsfusicen Service hoe a

donors as extremely responsibhle people who give blood

~ ~aN B

benefit of others and is confident thal they wouwld

at risk from such a serious discase.

put patients

VEERY CA DONCRS CRRATH FU LTDS?
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Iny denor can Giscuss in confidence vh

the dozlor on the blcod colleclion secesios
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the Dircctor of their local Ilood “rans usion Centre.
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cther to give blood, wiil

; their cwn coctor ax

Plezse remembor, AIDS is a rere éiscease but & serious

one.
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