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IMPACT: Lee Slay. lull, coldracied both f11V and hopalitis C through ceinlaminaled blood, 

Contamination victims' anger at 
government payment g changes 
Chris Britcher on the latest blow to those seeking justice and compensation for bad blood infections 
VICI'IhlS of the blood contnnsinatlon 
scanrhtl say proposed changes by the 
govcnuneta to supprrrt puyutents "la 
nothing short of n cycnlcnl ploy to rob 
Peter I. pap Paul". 

The government unveiled n orator 
stroke-up of law those Infected with 
ellherhepal IIIsCorHlVlusl Julywxauld 
reedits: cash, pledging on extra (125 
million (or honellcturies. 

hut it 
consu

ltation into changes to 
thoso paymcnls emis soon after It tran-
spired it was on truck loseetl c Depart-
ment nillca116 overspend the budget 
by between £7(r ii to £12 3m. 

During the 1970, and Hills, tltan-
sands ofpeople- primarily boeurnplrill-
acs who need treatment to help their 
blood clot were administered by the 
NHS with Infecicd blood products. 

With campan[cs sourcing blood 
from prisons, drug addicts and others. 
particularly In the US. many patients 
became Infecicd and many have ,Inc. 
died. 

Prime 11tluisla•r David Cumrrnn upul-
oglsed to the victims la Munit 2(115 
but nit, fora Itlllshnrnugh-style public 
htqulrylnto Iheclmuunslmrceo around 
the snutdnl In England truce (elicit on 
deaf cars. Survivors, who have seen 
their lives or damaged, are demanding 
justice - anti unsavers to lust what sill-
dais lit the time knew of the risks. 

Itut oiler tune calls roc compensu-
Ilnn lump sums In be puld were select-
ed, Ihcy arc now funning at the risk of 
losing money they Thought they hove 
been promised. ht particular, those 
who arm ro-infected with HIV and rep-
al7tis C are set to he hit In the pocket, 

Aimmutced last July, the paymcnls 

would see those with chnmle hepatitis 
C Infection - k nova as stage rate b lue-
lion - receive payments• with those 
b lu r air ndvnacerl condilimt -stage lava 
and WV. receiving ran Increase. 

Hmveeer, an Inerense In the number 
expected to claim for that 11111 meanl u 
constitution Into changes for other 
payments to prevent It running over 
budget. 

We Slay, from CRO1 . was given 
Infected blood us n teenager. l fee discm•-
cred Ira hod contracted IIIV when he 
was 111 in 1986-when diagnosis wins o 
death sentence - and told ho could ex. 
peel to live another 10 years. He also 
was Infecicd with hepatitis C which 
damages the Ilver. He revealed his tour-
dittos, exclusleely. to goS lost year. 

Now 47. heexphdned:'lVhllsl I Intl. 

clime the tout that thegesenmaentice-
ogntses that many of those currently 
infected with hepatitis C at stoige are 
will require the additional llimretal 
help that stage two provides due loon-
going deterioration or their health, 
ant appalled I(tot ratherthait Increase 
the overall hl tiding orlIre srheone. this 
cisonge Is to be paid for by removing 
the fnhne fixed Increusc preeioasly 
proposed for all cxhling scheme reripl-
cnis In 2016119 and replacing II with 
lnereascs In line otlh the cansunrcr 
price Index[ ICI'11 - it much smaller 
amount. 

'On top or this. thero In Ininth uneer-
tninty regarding dlscrellmwry pay-
ments, which .any recipients are de-
pendant ml In sustain any kind of 
normal [ifo They would Inure lived If 
they had not been infected. 

"it seems the nnmul of money ovall-

taintedblood 
SEExtia2 )gSTiCE 104115511 Of 5Tn0YED BY 110515000 Pa00UG15 

able for this diserelionary support will 
be mom than halved to fund the 
clmnge to the sdtcme. 

"As one of only accord 2511 cn-in-
leeled with I11V and bcixaills C still 
alive, relying on diserelionary support, 
this will maul me the most. How can 
those most atfecied by this disaster. 
suffering decades of ill-health due to 
multiple illnesses - In my ease pneumo-
oh,, liver failure. lymtmhunui - caused 
by severed vtreses befog present i n r:on-
londunted brood through rut fall of 
my own, llnish uplasing out mare than 
anysine else? 

`It is not fair the go eriunent am de-
termined to fund tlu.ulteme. out of the 
NHS budget. deliberately provoking 
opinion by spying that tiny increase in 
budget wmdd take money away from 
pullent ran•. Surly the funding should 
come directly from Ilse Treasury? This 
disaster wrrscausedby government do-
elsians made decodes ago- wiry should 
today s NIIS budget be alfecicd to right 
in wrong hack In the 19711, mud tills? 
it Is exactly two years since David 

Cameron apologised for this disaster, 
yet mast of the worse affected ore bare-
ly better off loday - In fact many expect 
to be worse off despite guvcrnmcnl 
prondses to the contray dire to t he pro-
puscd changes In the dtsercllonory 
paymcnls. 

'i'hey should hold Thiele hoods up. 
ndu11 that h ut disaster could have 
largely been nvoldavl at the time and 
now conrpensnle all hoot affected 
properly." _ 

Steve Dymond, fill, fros t  GRO_C 
was Infected with hepulltis C. He add- 
ed: In January 211th, the Depnslaocnl 

of Ilealllr launched a cunsultulion ml 
Improving how support was provided 
to vlctlrns of cmilamluated blood. It 
closed hr April mid the fi nut potiey duel-
slans were announced lust July - and 
exlremdyunsatlsfnctory they were. 

'Earlier in hiarch this year. Ihciun-
lor flotilla minister Nicola Hlnekwswd 
Issued a statement launching an new 
consuitalion. Somewhat Ironically the 
cunsuihdinn process rimes ,it World 
Flacmuphlli:r Day. April 17. 

"Pacing legal suction for dlscdminat. 
Ing against certain victims who con-
tracletl hepuitllis C from crarluminated 
blood products, the Department of 
Health have decided to spread the inad-
equate contents of tills meagre pal 
even mom ilsinly. 

'11 Is In effect nothing atrort of a cynt-
ead ploy to rob Puler to pay tri ll. 

"All of lhl, contradicts the pledge 
mode by David Cavern-or, when I'tnh that 
no one should be worse off under mry 
relomred system. It Is yet still furllmer 
away from tinny full and proper setlle-
nrenl which would enable strums and 
their faanlllcs to live their remaining 
years wills some modicum of security 
and dignity;' 

In a letter to health serrohney Jercnry 
hunt, campaign group '1'atntesl Blood 
added: "The brevity of Ihcconssdla ton 
In no way relleets the gravamen niche 
shuallun the victims are In Ili rough nn 
fuull of their own. We believe it Is 
wrong. and more than likely, unlow-
rnl. to deprive vulnerable benellctaries 
of whnl Is tt slgnlicnnt Bullard hwreese 
to Their regular paymcnls. which you 
unequivoctdly promisexl, built verbally 
nod In writing. rind was also ramie 

ploin directly to rose group us part of 
the hard-mod-fall pal icy of iu l y lull,. 

'We believe It would be unconscion-
able for you to go through with your 
pruposed nave. 

'ills door that fruns a legal perapec-
live YOU helium putt are acting correct-
ly, but it dermal he mondly right In un-
dertake uu action which further 
domuges purple simply In order :o 
avoid being chuhiruged In court. 

"In liner, nine nmst recent udvlce sug-
gests that your proposed action - tilt 
becomes policy could well result In 
further legal challenges us It would be 
inherently unfair." 

In a shdcmcnl, the DeparlmoM of 
Health odd: "Diis arias an rope-ce-
dvatcd tragedy, and wo aro continuing 
In work closely with Ihow affected to 
snake sum the right supt+orl Is. In place 
(or Ilium,,. 

'We havemumthan doubled orlr an-
nual spend on payments to people uf-
leered since 2fi1 S. cmnmllling on ad-
dltlonel E125m. as well as providing 
no annual payment to all infected Indi-
vtduuls. This Is significantly more than 
tiny previous government has provided 
far those affected by This tragedy. 

"We wIff etollnuc to listen and sr 
currently cansultiug on new measures 
to extend the group of individuals who 
lox neiil from idgher annual prrymenlx." 

It re1lceuted d:dms no-cue will, cur-
reutly rucetves on mrnual payment will 
Ise worse nf(tlinn they are now and said 
many benedelnrles, namely (hose Willi 

chronic hepatitis C Infection, nury ben-
ciil from nn Inercasc In anuuul puy-
ment. 'I'he cansullalion can Inc found 
an the deparlmeni'a webshte. 

YoUi CampaignTB #a@CampaignTB 
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One man's brave story to 
make you stop and think 
I THI ilK we all know folk who allow 
health concerns to define everything 
they do. They apply the label them-
selves and that allow everything to 
be filtered cia theircondltion. 

It's hard to blame them. of course; 
health Is something which can play it 
significant rob in our lives. hnfluene-
Ing what we do and how we do it. 

Ilut sometimes you meet someone 
who has been dealt a hand which 
almost defers belief. whose health 
conditlunsmake almost everything 
else pale Into Insignificance and 
makes you stop and lake stock of Just 
how fortunate most alas are. 

Inside this edition we speak 
to t eeStay. par the very first 
time he has spoken about 
living with HIV -even many 
of his frIcnds will only find 
out first when they read ibis 
newspaper. tie hone- ofthe 
many haemophihncs who 
were caught up hr the 
blood coutamlua-
tktn scandal, of 
which many 

familiar - we've campaigned on 
belialfof the victims for many 
months. Hewasinfected with HIV 
and Heptotis C when it teenager 
through blood products he was 
administered by the N HS,.'1'hat 
subsequently led him to pneumonia, 
a liver transplant, an agressive blood 
cancer, the loss of his lob and 
breakdown of his marriage. Yet he 
remains positive find refuses to let 
his condition rule his world - despite 
its best efforts. 

He Is a man who has faced a life of 
challenges said hurdles and refuses 

to give up. Read his story and 
aside from some of the horrific 

aspects of It, [hero is Inspira-
tion to draw from him and 
what he has experienced. Not 
only has lie had to hgln 
simply to survive, but his 

bravery in speaking nut. to 
coInclde svlth World AIDS Day 

on'i'hursdny, is sonic-
thing which should 

niakeyou 
compelled to 
hear lift story. 
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'I was infected with HIV at school' 
In a remarkable interview to coincide with World AIDS Day, Lee Stay goes public for the first time 
about how he was infected with HIV as a teenager through the contaminated blood scandal at the 
very height of the epidemic's terror and the chain of health crises it sparked. Chris Britcher reports... 

I
1 WAS t986. The height of the fear Deer 
the AIDS epidemic and the world was 
gripped by the emergence of an Illness 
which was spread, primarily at least, 
thra h sexualug contact. 

Loa Stay was just 16 at the time. A hunno-
philinc, a condition which prevents the blood 
from chaffing normally, he attended a special 
school where his coaditlon could be monitored 
and treated carefully. having been sank there 
by his local authority at the age of 11. 

'I'reloars College in Hampshire was a board-
ing school which specialised in providing an 
education for the disabled. In addition, it had a 
specialist unit attached to it fur baomophiliars. 

When Lee had Joined the school. he was 
among around SO other youngsters there who 
suffered from the condition. The must common 
treatment was the injection of a blood product 
called Factor Vill. Formed by donors' blood. It 
provided the 'fatctor Vlll' needed for the blood 
to clot fur short periods of time. It was it cant-
mason treatment and allowed haemophiliacs to 
IIve a relatively normal life. 

But on a fateful day In 1986, Lee was told 
somcthingwhlch would change his lifeforever, 

"I was having bloods on average once a 
week." he explains to KoS. "and every time I 
needed treatment I was having Factor Vill. I 
must have started on it back In the late 19706, 
and that continued atTreloar's. 
kaatnawa.co.uk leant-tite.ea.uk 

"But then. when I was around I6, the college 
called me in and said I was HI V+. They thought 
I had been info-eked In 1983: 

He, along with almost all of his fellow lme-
maphiliacs at the college. had been Infected. 
Victims of the blood cuntnminutlon scandal. 

Caused by drug companies responding Ion 
relentless demand for Factor VIII, donors were 
sought wherever possible. Often sourced in the 
U8, prisoners, drug addicts and the huntoless 
were frequently used. The result was that In-
fectedblood was then used and illnessesspread. 
blast notably. HIV and Hepatitis C. Infected 
blood wits used throughout the 1970s and 
19806 before the dangers finally saw tighter 
safety Introduced. Par too late, however. for 
many. 

"I'd wen the campaigns and knew till about 
HIV said AIDS," explains Mr Stay who has 
lived in Ken r~m ot kt ny years, first in~ tiacl and 
nuwin;GRO-C_,, 

"I was shocked. Basically you're told it's nut 
affecting you at the moment, but that you were 
not expected to live more than 10 yours. 

"At that age. you think about buss' It's passed 
on. Having sex with ether people and farming 
relationships go out of the window because it's 
put Yost In a position to Infect others. 

'We were told how we had become infected. I 
was told when there were very few In the eel. 
loge at the time. I subsequently discovered 

Piet 

there were a large mmnber of haemophiliac psi-
pils infected In the same way. 

In 2015, we knew that 64 at that centre had 
died, since then we know that total Is now at 
least 72. Most of my buemophiliac friends at 
the college are now dead; I think I'm the only 
one loon my year who survived, Most died in 
the early to mid 1990s.' 

It is believed some 1.274Itaemophiliacs were 
infected with HIV through contaminated 
blood. Of wham, Just 256 still snnive today. 
Hut they carry soma heavy scars. 

The fact that M r Slay, now 47, is still here to-
day says couch about the treatment for the ill-
ness — but perhaps more about his remarkable 
ability to be taken to the brink of death over 
and over again and somehow survive to fight 
another day. 

Because HIV has been just the tip of to ice-
berg for at man whose life may hove becotnedc-
fined by lilt Illness, but whose positive outlook 
and mental attitude makes blot determined not 
to have become a victim of it. 

He has been forced to have a liver lrarisplant, 
narrowly avoided sleuth after pneumonia rat'-
aged him, spent months undergoing gruelling 
chemotherapy' for cancer, lost his Job and his 
family. And till as a direct result of blood can-
laminalton caused by a product that was pro-
vided by tltc N H8. 

He has never spoken publicly of his HIV be-

Continued on page 21 
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Continued from page 20 
VICTIM: Lee Stay, 

tote — even some of his closest friends are unit- inset, was Infected with } 
ware. But he Is now keen to highlight nut Only HIV when he was just 13 
that those with the condition can now control it 
and live good lives, but also to raid tits voice to 
the growing chorus of those infected by can-
laminatecl blood and a desire for proper earn-
pensatlon and an openness into just how such it W 
calamity could befall so many. 

Yet he refuses to let [its challenging life slow . 
him down or lessen the "positive attitude" lie 
says Is embedded within him. 

He left facing death but college a sentence, 
continued to university where he completed a -'L,,.--• - ' 
degree at Portsmouth and, In 1992, started
work for the ferry firm p&O us a trainee before - — 
moving up through the ranks. 

"Because or the stigma around HEY 1 didn't 
Want to shout about it— only Ouse ramilly know. ~ 7 V 
There is, even today, still a stigma attached."

After altering the way conducteKlgenerations 
their sex lire through the 1980s and 1990s.and
riding on the back of a huge wave of publicity. 
today having Hit' is controllable courtesy of
what is known to mttlretr viral therapy (Alt.T).

It's not a cure, but the combination of medi-
i• cines can control the virus so sufferers can live 

a longer, healthier life and reduce the risk of
~. 

transmitting IIIV to others, It should also pre-
test the ousel ofAtDS.

World AIDS Days takes place on December I 
— an annual global event for raising awareness, r T - - 
trying to shrug off that stigma, anal tackling the 
challe nges eisewherc in the world, where It con-
tinues to hen major problem, - '- - 

The condition weakens thu Immune system
and leaves a victim unable to right off - 
Infections. 

"Around 19951 lurcamequlteiil anal had logo that time, I survived it and they pal me on it blood products, he also received Hepatitis C, a who b id me that sisomne poini something need-
to hospitoh, McSisy rsaetihls, "and it turned outl combination of drugs which have kept it tit buy condition which attacks the liver. ml ii, be done about my liver. He sent me to 
had contracted PCP —a severe form of pneunio- ever since:' By around 2003, P&O shut its Portsmouth Kings In London for blood tests and within on 
nju caused by HIV Infection. For MrStuy. however, HIV Is just one part ofa operatluusandhlrSteysalledWinnnewro[cat hours of those results they toldnreIneedLargest 

"I was very III at this time. Drugged up to the complex jigsaw of health problems caused by itsL no.o ibase, gaining a promotion and heroin- treatment. The only option was it liver 
nines on steroids, In hospital for weeks. that batch of contaminated blued he was ad- lug a specialist in stock control systems transplant:' 

,or course, I know now that many others ministered non teenager. shureside. After around two ywsrs on the waltinglist, he 
must limwediedfromthissamecondtlionaround like many other hacmophlllacs treated with "I saw altaemophilia specialist InCtmterbury finally secured a donor nod tlie transplant took 
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WORLD AIDS Day lakes place on Thursday. 
necemlxan 1. with a series of events taking 
place across the world to mark the occasion. 

Outside Westminster, there will be a protest 
taking place from 11am where members of the 
haemophiliac community will be raising 
awareness of the Impact of contaminated 
blood and HIV Infection. 

A candle will he lit for all of those luiento• 
philiacs who have died. 

Leo Stay will be among those travelling to 
London to takes part. 

He explains: "World AIDS Day is a reminder 
of the haemophiliacs and friends we've lost 
over the years. I usedio bale a pop group in 
school and someone found a plemre of six of 
us and I'm the only one still surviving. That 
brings it home." 

place In 21107- keeping him bed ridden, and off 
work. far several months. 

The year before, lie had started seeing a worm 
an with a number of children from previous re-
1 itlousli Ips. She was aware of his condition. 

The Internet hint allowed him to chat to worn-
cu and be open arid honest about his condition. 

He explained: "I was always clear and told 
them about my infection before meeting any-
one. If they said tie at that point then that was 
fide. There was it safety by being online. 

"My partner knew the risks at the time. felt 
site could handle It. but then she wurricd and we 
split up. After the transplant we got back to-
gether and married In 2608.' 

As Is so often the case, it Is the Wright of pies-
sate on the shoulders of loved ones that call 
hove the biggest impact or the victim, And Mr 
Stay had little fami ly to fall hack ot. 

'My mother passed away fn 1985, so befora it 
cropped up,' Mr Stay remembers, "and my 1'it-
ther died ht 1989 when I was 19. Dad was 
aware of the HIV but We never really spoke 

about It tube honest. lucre wasn't much else to 
discuss. 

Life had more hurdles lust around the corner. 
In October 2008. he tarts made redundant 

and left with a pay-off which kept him afloat for 
around o year. He threw himself, instead,-into 
fondly life, 

tfowever. III health plagued him and Ire has 
not held down a full-lime job since, 

"Dhviously money started becoming an Is-
sue," lie says of life offer redundancy. "There 
was n jot of pressure on the relationship and it 
became a struggle. We split up late 2009, 

"Weaieyed closed, and when my home Itr'r o.! 
!-'- hens repossessed, mid she couldn't look after 
`flit kids on her own.! moved In with tier it her 
ItomuIDL oRo__ but just its friends its lye still 
got on well," 

Now divorced. she has now moved out of the 
county, but he remains close to her children; 
one of whom continues to live with him. 

His income today comes from the modest 
sums paid from organisations to help those 

ill "I'm a full-fime 
Mum but working 

forASB has 
allowed me to work 
when its convenient 

to do so" 

«l have a { 
passion for 
caring and 

helping people ii ii 
achieve their II 

Independence)) 

For more information please call us on: avantee~ 
01322 344 989 fvergeuaps ettere' 

kenntewa.co uk ken-hfe.co.uk East 

caught up In the blood scandal and benefits. 
However, having lost his job and relation-

ship, more problems lurked around the corner, 
"In around December 2013," he says, "I hod 

been feeling III and had been since about the 
October. But I couldn't pinpilnt what it was. I 
teas betting a pain down the right side so I went 
to the doctors. They had recently changed my 
medication. The consequences of switching 
meant far from making me better it made me 
nurse. 

"I went fur tests to try and workout what was 
wrong. They discovered my kidneys Were se-
verely affected and found this mass attached to 
the tube between bladder and kidney." 

The diagnosis was Burktrt I tmrphomn. a very 
aggressive form of blood cancer-caused by the 
HIV-sparked by it low Immunesysten. 

He teas sent back to Kings where they started 
on an aggressive form of chemotherapy. It In-
volved him hawing to stay hr hospital fair treat-
ment on a daily basis and open over 24-hour 
periods. He would spend four months receiving 
the treatment. 

Ironleally, the liver transplant had solved 
the haemophllle problem. However the elremo-
therrrpy reduced the platelets In the blood 
which then made It unable to clot naturally 
again. 

While in hospital lie knocked his head and 
suffered a major bleed on the brain. lie tied to 
have a hole drilled In his skull to case the 
pressure. 

"You really couldn't make this up," lie says 
with a tveysmile. He finally returned home In 
June but needed twice-weekly trips to hospital 
during which lie had frequent blood transfu-
sbns, Any hopes of holding down a job were 
further eroded, 

"At the end of August 2014 they called and 
sold they thought the mass had got bigger -so 
worse rather than better. 

"At that point they said there wits nothing 
else to do. 

"lint then they sent mete StThumai In Lon-
don and they checked again and came ta the 

conclusion itwas actually getting it littlesualler," 
IWferred back to Kings. It continued In 

shrink. Incredibly, he had escaped another 
killer Illness, Today the lymphoma Is 
undetectable. 

Remarkably, his HIV Is now so well control-
led that too is barely detectable hi his hotly. He 
was given curly access to a pioneering new 
Hepatitis C drug and that has proved successful 
too - also now undetectable 

With file liver transplant solving the hicaso-
phllla lie is. today, perhaps In better condition 
than ever before. 

-1 do feel better In myself," he says. "It's been 
a very long road with plenty of knockbacks, 
and you never know what's round the corner. 
I've had so many traumas you can never feel 
confident going forward. 

"It Is a lot fur one person to cope with and 
plenty of other people may hove given up a long 
time ago, but I ife goes on. You gel knocked back 
by something, you climb buck up, and then 
something else knocks you back. The only way 
I clue deal with it Is put It to the back of my mind 
and tight on. 

"What makes it hard is that none of this was 
my fault, 1 would have had none of it If It hadn't 
been for the contaminated blood. 

"The thing Is all these things in combination 
has finished tip with me hawing no relation-
ship, no lob and struggling to get by. 

"Yes, there is sane anger there especially as 
things have emerged that the authorities were 
aware of the risk before I got HIV.'I'hat things 
could have been dealt with n lot earlier, That 
creates a certain amour of anger. 

"Bat I cant let the ongerdomlnete because it 
will fact a delrlmcntol effect on my health and 
It won ld just take over my life, 

"But life has been a constant straggle. I was 
In a £311,000 job up to transplant to have that 
taken away. lu have Relic through a divorce, 
and I dot t feel confident about having a rela-
tionship now, 

"I don't want to go theta irate. I'd rather just 
get on wltlt life." 

US or S111e/ -~ 

this year at the 
East Kent Railway for
a magical Christmas 

experience. 
Visit Santa at the North Pole at the East Kent 

Railway this year! 
Children receive a personalised gift from Santa and 
all the family can enjoy the onboard entertainment c 

on our new train! 
See www.eastkentrailway.co.uk sl 
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