
TMAY'We begin a major series on AIDS. Echo 
writers have been speaking to sufferers and 
potential victims and assessing the claim for 
compensation by haemophiilacs who have been 
Infected via blood transfusions. 

Newcastle's Dr. Peter Jones, who leads the 
campaign, explains why he bellevss their cause 
Is just, and virus carrier; GPO-A tells his 
story. 

Man who 
waits as 
the clock 
strikes fear 

VII. servant !—GRO-A; He now faces en agonising fivmyoar 
waitto see 

i 
ifte diseaeedeveps 

G_RO-AI is waiting for I --7.has been able to cope due to 

e clock to tick away his own remarkable courage and the 
upport n d understanding f 1. 

.a-np%t five years. leagues and friends, includug the 21-
!GRO-Ai 42, is a severe yeeroldgirl.hemaymany. 

emophiliae and has en- He began suffering from birth —

red pain and heartache all his blood mntains no Factor Vill, the 
ital ingredient eeded to make it 

i life, clotaedprevantbleeding. 
ut now he faces a greater New, every time ho feels 
htmare after being confirmed as particularly unwell  r tired, he 
AIDS carrier, wonders if AIDS, the disease which 
[e came into contact with the has spread fear throughout the 
38 virus after receiving contemi- world,iaebouttostrike. 
:ed blood during the frequent He said: 'The symptoms of AIDS 
nsh,vons he needs to stay alive, developing are extreme tire was, e 

Tragic costs for 
suffering families 
MILIES in the North-East comproveteng for the problems. A big 

[Ter great hardships because worry for some is how they are going 

the AIDS risk — and the to pay far funerals. 

west worry for many is the "Something must be done to help 

it of lfuneras. because families simply can't trope. 

'sulf f  Se s. o secretary of the The possibility of setting rep a bust 

-strong northern group of the fundehquidcertainlybeexamined." 

emephilia Society, said: "The w 
GRo-A i who hea a 13-year-old ova 

le li[eetyI of a family Ben change t6 m(1'd heemophilie, d many 

Idenly and it's often heart-break- hection iliace had "gone under 
ground' ainea the.arent ofAIDS.

l knew of families now who are . 'At one time you could always get 
- a haemophiliac to admit their illne I ng through en awful ot' of pros ss,

emotionallyandiinI let ly.., but not any more. The client of being 

JDS victims need intensive care linked with other high-rink groups, 

1 are often unable to work so such as drug ueera and homosexuals, 

nilyincomeasreslashed has had a devastating effect,' she 

'Everything suddenly becomes said. 

re expense e, such es specie, 
et 

dicta Another anxiety is the problems 

d in eased hygiene tea, and haemophiliacs now face obtaining life 

re's iese_tgoney coming in to pay i nruranre and mortgagee. 

io,"sa'4GRO-A,j A British Insurance Association 
'It's the younger ones I feel sorry spukeacean said: "Haemophiliacs 

It hits them as they are trying to have always been a high risk but 
ild a life and suddenly everything nowereeeengrester. 
'uined. "We have no official line an it. 
'There are some allowances Whether insurance ie given is en. 
citable, but they go nowhere near tirely at the discretion of companies." 

dry hacking cough and acute diar-
rhoea. Whenever anything like that 
happens you start thinking 'Is this 
it? Even if you have a rotten curry 
youworry. 

"If it comes, I don't know how I'll 
reset You always like to thidk you'd 
cope, but you never really know until 
you're there. I try to push it to the 
bark of my mipAimilotay cheerful." 
Divorcee ioso-A! a charming, 

articulate man, was speaking with 
Cent frankness from his office in 
Meorgate, North London, inhere he 
works as a higher executive officer in 
the ofocial receiver's department. 

As a child, the slightest accident, 
such as knocking his knee against a 
chair or being bumped by a toy, 
would lead to internal bleeding. 
swelling and "excruciating' pain. 
It happened so frequently, he 

missed a third of his schooling — but 
managed to pees eight 0 -levels, A' 
levels proved too much of a strain, 
and he josnod the Civil Service when 
he ua=- Is. 

He missed slot of work at first, but 
his attendance improved as treat. 
ments developed. He note keeps
portable haemophiliac kit with him 
at work and doesn't lose more than 

. ae 
:GRO A lead 32 "bleeds" last year, but received had come from commeroial 
he lie able to give himself emergency sources — the blood.fonsale trade in 
transfusions at work or home with America which attracts drug addicts 
the kit, which contains freoee-dried — and could easily have been con-
supplies of Factor VIII. He just adds taminated. 
water and iairyrote himself. It takes no The danger is thought to be five 
marethanhalfan hour. years after going anti-body positive. 

The jllseet hea left as,,yltvlggk I'll be pretty pleased when that's 
legacy Gnon iwha lives in eL coo-a_; patlaed. lee got about a 10 per cent 
Oat, struggles to walk because his chance of getting it, but I prefer to 
joints have been damaged over the call it a 90 par cent chance of not 
yeaeobyawelliog. gettingit" 

But it wes an illness he had con. He decided to he completely ape 
quered until a new horror emerged about being an AIDS carrier, and 
nearly two yeaeo ago. During routine friends and workmates have re. 
taste at St. Thomas's Hospital on the speeded with "tremendous under 
Thames embankment, it wee die. standing,-
covered he had gone "antibody real. "It really annoys ma when people 
tire.' 

To be honest, 7 
wquantity

asn't our are over-excretive because it makes it 
something it's not. like to take the 1'd had such a vast o blood lcio " ff,over the years, I knew the odds w 

in favour of my coming into contact The greatest dilemma has been 
withthevirus." over romance. His marriage broke 

He knew acme of the blood he had down three years ago — the split had 

nothing to do with his illness — and 
he hashed three lovers since he was 
revealed scan AIDScarrier. 
"I couldn't live with myself udtess 

I told girlfriends the whole truth. A. 
n relatiosehip develapa, I tell them. 

"I'd been going oat with my cur-
rent girlfriend for two months before 
I began Bleeping with her.. She knew 
all about it and I always wear 
condoms. 

The girl I'd been going out with 
when I wes announced antibody 
positive had been en the pill on I took 
no protection. There must have been 
a time lapse when I had the virus 
and I was sleeping with her. She was 
tleatedaoe foundtube negatiep, , 

GRO-Ajpresant gi Ifriaed,i,G_RO-A„ 
'Shand werka in the same 

department. Marriage is "on the 
ids" after a 14-month relationship 

but there is much soul-eeprching to 
he done l's rut. 

Victims who cannot help their Wight, 

17 Men who have had sex w 
another man at any time ale 
1978. 
❑ Drug abusers — men a 
women — who have Inject 
drugs at any time since 1978. 
0 Haemophiliacs who he 
received unheated blood produ 
steep time since 1978. 
❑ People who have Ilend In 
visited A/ilea south of the Sah 
since 1078 and have had sex
men or women living there. 
IT Sexual partners at people 
these groups. This Includes re 
tar as well as casual relatlanshIpe 

Further In!armetlon Is avails 
from family doctors, transtus 
centres and sexually transmit 
disease clinics-

Know the facts 
NEARLY half the North's known AIDS dlseaeeandmosthavedied. Dr Jones, who is based at the RVI's Myth: A AIDS Is easy to catch. 
virus carriers are haemophiliacs who There have been 18 deaths from AIDS in haemophilia centre, said: "Haemophiliacs FAI. I AIDS m ve y difficult to ca 
were infected by contaminated blood the region, and haemophiliacs account for are different from other AIDS categories. It to caught by coming into con 
trangfueion8 g about. third of them. Their actual treatement can cause AIDS. with the bland of, orb have 

Now, one of the world's to haemo hilia P P 
The first reported case in the Notthern,_ 

gp_:was in November 1984 when'GROA 
7'herefora, it seems beet that we provide 
them withsome means ofcompensation. 

with, som@one wh  oaalreadyy 
AIDS. 

elcperte, North East based Dr Peter Jones, to 
calling for a special trust fund to be set up 
for haemophiliacs who catch the dreaded 

.1'.4 
LGRO A i died at his home in Lanar~CsTiii'e' 
iiillerTiaemeup oslia treatment at Newcastle's 

Infirmary. .Royal Victoria Infirmary. .- 

"When patients die after catching a 
disease through no fault of the own, they 
leave depandante who need a financial safety 

Myth: Thera leers AIDS plague. 
FACT: By November 1966 there
only 599 reported cases end 

Nationally, there are about 7,000 haemo- 
thereat o

In May 1985, telephonist -A net.Thatis ratthers, at the moment. deaths in the UK. 

phili 
lly ,phi to government figures, 

64, of Sedgefield, died after being treated at e
the sameheopital. 

Dr Jones believes there are two ways in 
which the Government could help: 

Myth: AIDS last gay disease. 
FACT: AIDS Is a heterosex 

'
have been fettled Cvr AIDS end r37 

enfound 31.6 'Patients die throw h no -fault g 
First is that the Government pays direct to disease that is epidemic in Can 

were to carrying the virus, or faiuilies, with compensation based on material Africa. At present gay men are 
. a y percent. of their own leaving depen- lose, such as lost earnings if a victim has to largest affected group in Europe. 

Figures released by the DHSS this week USA dents unable to cope.' quit work. and Australia, but hetero 
show there have been 25 haemophilia/AIDS - Secondly, if that proves legally difficult, wets have cunVocted AIDSthere t

„ casea out of a total of 610, Nineteen of the 
haemophiliac victims have died out of a total 

And the following Jun e,t._._, GRO-A i 
62, of Bellingham, died after receiving a 

He wants a special government trust fund. 
Families in hardship could apply and 

Myth: AIDS cast his caught 
everyday social contact. 

deathtollof293, bloodtranafusionattheRVl. ap plicaiions would be properly FACT: You cannot get AIDS 
In the Northern health region, there are Of those severely affected by haemophilia, administered. - shaking hands, embracing Sr bin 

between 500 and 600 haemophiliacs. About 60 par cent havace ght  the AIDS virus from Dr Jones sees the fund operating like the an nfected person. You cannot u 

90 have been positively tested for the AIDS transfusions and between one And five per Joseph Rowntree Trust in York, which was c from duty glasses You tn~ 
catch it [ram toilet seatu 

Dr Peter Jones. virus, "a handful" have developed the centofthosehavedevelopedthedisease. eat blished tohelpfamilies in need. 
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