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Thank you for ‘your létter of 9 May, addte\ssed.tb’xenneth Clarke, éﬁéut Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) and .the supply of blood products in this country.

. I can. well appreciate the anxiety, pa;rticularly amongst haemophiliacs and their
) .families, which .recent press reports on AIDS may have caused and .would first of all
like to put matters into perspective:. the ¢ af AID 76 kno 1e
! . is_no.conclusive. proof +that the digea Ras been tra ] 2 O;
. . productsg. The Communicable Disease Surveillance Cent:re,.rLondon # in collaboration
with the Centres for Disease Control in the USA, has established a special

groups (eg persons with symptoms and signs suggestive of AIDS; sexually active
‘homosexual or bisexual men with multiple partners; intravenous drug abusers).

I would like to assure you that funds have already been égmmittgd'- to making this
country self-sufficient in blood products. Over £2 million has ‘already been spent

redevelopment ;'pr'og"rame. ‘When this is complete the Authority will have a new
Laboratory of a size capable of meeting the .demands of England and Wales for blood
products, - ' o

As you may know, the Haemophilia Society exists to advise and support people
suffering from haemophilia and allied blood disorders and I am enclosing a copy of
a letter about AIDS which the Society sent recently to all its members which may
be of interest to you.- ’
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