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VARIANT CREUT EELDT-J KOB DISEASE 

Jenny WUiott (Cardiff Central); 

411 To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what the estimated cost is of testing for 
vCJD all those considered potentially at risk of having contracted vCJD after using infected 
blood products under the NHS; and if he will make a statement. [247050] 

412 To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many and what proportion of those 
considered to be potentially at risk of having contracted vCJD after using infected blood 
products under the MIS have been informed of their at risk status; and if he will make a 
statement. [247051] 

413 To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many haemophiliacs are estimated to 
be potentially at risk of having contracted vCJD after using infected': blood' products under 
the NHS and if he will make a statement. [247052] 

414 To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many people are estimated to be 
potentially at risk of having contracted vOJD after using infected blood products under the 
NHS; and if he will make a statement. [247053] 

There are between 4,000 and 5,000 people, mostly haemophil€acs, currently considered at 
risk of variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease because of exposure or potential exposure via 
blood products. The haemophiliacs have been informed of their risk status by the 
haemophilia doctors managing their care, and the general practitioners of those who are 
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rf the need to advise their patients appropriately. 

suitable tests become available, has not been 

WITN5494060_0002 



PARLIAMENTARY QUES] ON 
DEPARTMENT OF HEAT: . 

2008/2009 

Commons Ordinary Written 

Jennifer Willott VIP (Cardiff Central) To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what the 
_tlma ,' ccs:t is of testing for all tnose comidevconsidered potentially at rtsk of hevmg 

. C7 at e•r €_=ring inf ctod blood prod :m under the NHS; and if he will make a 
Y'4 h 3 

Jennifer Willett MP (Card ff C'etntra1~l To ask the Secretary of Stave for Health, how many an€d'. 
what proportion of tense corisidemd to to potentially at •i ll- of having contracted .CJD after 

using infected bloods products order the NHf; have been  informed ed of their at risk status; and 
if he will make a statement.  (`'{ '4 ft)) t'J 

Jennifer Wiliott MP (Cardiff Central) To ask the Secretary of State far Health, manyhow 
haemophiliacs are estimated to be i 9ote €a rink n - ink. of having contracted vCJD after using 

infected blood produ<cts, ''u ncle the NHS; and if he will make a statement. i, l Q 4T Uf2 j 

JennferWiliott MP (Cardiff Central) To ask the Secretary of State for Health, how many 
people are est::rnated to be potvrJbehvat r isk of having contracten cU.:D after using -nfe'cted 
blood products undo ti . NHS1- C- 0 if he will make a stater€ er t, FP021 :;hh j 

Target Date: 19/01/2009 

For Answer on: 13.01/2009 

? ; i dice Paper Dat I21 121)09 

-... ..... - ....-...__.-.-..--.._._ ..............._...-..... .....--....... ......-_...-........_.............._ 

enniferWi heft MP (Liberal Democrat) 

DRAFT REN..Y T REACH P.AP.I.,TAMENTA .Y BRANCH .BY 

14/01/2009
L GRO_C 

Monday 
9/011. ]. TTo:; 

WITN5494060_0003 



PQ247050 
Rdrgronnd 

This reply also covers replies to three other POs: P0247051: x0247052 and 
PQ47 3. 

Jenny Willett MP is secretary of the APPG an F ophi i . She may have asked 
these questions in anticipation of Lord Archers forthcoming independent inquiry 
report on blood products contaminated with hepatitis C in the past. 

The CJD Incidents Panel, the UK Hemophilia Doct=or;: Orgamsation. the 
Haemophilia Society and the Department of Health e agreed finat 3f4 ox trnately 
4000-5000 patients with bleeding disorders 4l ho hoc ceived UK sour€ced blood 
products between 1950 and 2'00 ; .,=aoi.ald tie maari aged *, "at risl f it p>,Nic health 
purposes, This was irrespective of whether individual patients had received 
products from a donor known to have developed v JD„ N,ra rr.. ophilimo W..re 
notified by thc, bar ".s.'TlE.. pl In t a ; . f (z a Z r, Tk', 'or their care '.nd a} a  r > ICo' in 

after the small n in)bcn' (about 1 Ut of other patients who were idenf.hed as at r isk:' 

wore osed to notify  the i cividuals., taking their personal  circumstances into 
account. 

Though there s at pm gent no suitable blood test ava€i able, an estimate of the costs 
for applying such as test to all blood donations , bo€,:t .5M per ,a;€nuan,r hgas been. 
calculated as between £20m and 33m per annum. However, it is difl.cult to 

testing those ern . "alprovide any meaningful e,~tiE,a:~te of the cost of stira~ =gist tho~:~ ~i Gl.~::av~.d ~: 
risk.." be ;ause the t. iictz.rn tancas of e tlrq ^!  be ii Bereft, re u ling a dedicated 

infrastructure to deal with ,r , all + numbers for a discrete purpose 'The levels of 
spe,clficity and sensitivity of tests currently bong assessed are unlikely to give a 
good prc.,&,,fivc estimate of whether or not any individual in the "at risk" group is 
infected  aorr'3(l , 
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3. The following special points should he noted. 

This PQ covers replies to four PQs. PQ247050, 
P0247051 PQ247052 and PQ24705 . 
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