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By SUSAN DOUGLAS
Medical Correspondent

BLOOD imported by the NHS .

@rom America could be threaten-

ing the lives of thousands of
British people.

A sexually trensmitted killer dis-
ease. which has struck more than
1,300 Americans, is present in
contaminated blood used in transfu-
sions and cperations.

Experis revezied exclusively to The Mail on
Sunday that two men in hospital in London -
and Cardiffi are suspected to be suffering
from the disease afier routine transfusions

for haemophiliz.
Warning

€

The disease js catled AIDS, which stands Jor
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. First
discovered smong homosexuals, it was dubbed “The
Gay Plague’ in America. They have passed it on as

blovd donors. .

Blood imported from Americs. said
Norman Pettet of the jzboratories. is
used in transfusions for Britain's 4,500
haemophiliacs as well as for millions of
patients requiring ajor surpery afler
road accidents and severe bumms,

‘Extracts from Americen blood ere
used W immunise children agai_n;t
things like chicken pox and hepatitis.
And tractions are used in the treatment
of leukaemia.’

Emergency

Screening in America is less stringent
than here. Anyvone can conzte blood for
between £3 and £7 a pint But some
exporters are now 1aking precautions by
banning drug-users and homosexuals,

Direclors of Britains blood transfu- .

sion centres and the 110 hzemophiliac
ciinics have called emeryency meetings
to discuss immediate sction.

They are questioning “why Britain

Continued on Page 2

Its discovery here prompted the British Blood
.Product-s Laboratories. suppliers of all hospitals and

clinics in England and Wales, 1o consider sending
out & warning. stating that their products could

not be guaranieed free fyom AIDS.. .

imports from the TS, up to
70 per cent of plasma and
biood extracis

Dr Tony
immunologist at St Mary's
Hospital. London sajd: ‘It
Seems msadness that our
biood supplies are coming
from s country suflering
from an epidemic of an

Dobody can even test for.'
Toe Swiss Red Cross. chiel
producer in Swilzeriand of
the anti-ciotting factor
Deeded by . haemophitiacs,
said  this weekend .. they

from Britain  far ““clesn’

plasma o
But © health authorities

here consider such measures

only 2 stop-gap. By 1986
ther hope Britain will be
. self-sufficient in blood and
. &ll its sige products,

{ Many doctors feel 1936
~=7l) be wo late now that the
killer disease which knocks

Pinching,

would welcome requests :

incurabie kilier disease that )

Spread of the
‘Gay Plague’

. AIDS started as the Gay

Plague, afflicting +young
mea in the osver<crewded
homosexual ghetios of down-
town New York and San
Francisco.

8yt by summer 198} doc-
jors were beginning to find
other wictims of the deadly
disease they couvid not
understand «— ar treat.

Now American authorities
{ist 1,381 — from all watks of
life and induding men,
women and 20 children. Se
far 520 people have died

Symploms are fever,
weight Joss, swollen lymph _
glands and a fatal skin -
cancer. ' .
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out the bodi's own defence
mechanisms, bas the
Atiantic

There are growing feary
that our own blood banks
have been infected alresdy
by Britsh donors whe have

Picked up the deadly AIDS.

virus.

Siatistics, criticised for
undersiating the problem,
list only 14 cases -~ with

five deaths, including two

worner),

Bui Professor John Hobbs

&t the Westminsier Hospital,

London, says he has seen 5¢

_in his wards and has .14

Patients with the disease at
present.
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