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- Dear, «Title» «LastName»
“Re: | Anti-D donations 3504

-1am writing to update yw about the situation with regard to youranti—Dplam\é dorfanms, ‘ v‘

+ As you will be aware, the Departiment of Health announced in May that, because thete is atheoretical
risk that new variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (avCID) could be passed on thraugh blood or blood :
products, plasma for processing into blood products should be imported from countries which have not
had any cases of nvCJD. Products made from UK plasma could cootinue to be prescribed by doctors

_wntil altemative supplies become available. : ro3 _ .

: We ltave now been informed that, becavse of a world-wide shortage of anti-D plasma, it wili be some,
“months before alternative sources are available for the production of anti-D imminoglobulin, Inthe

light of this advice, there is no doubt that we shall continue to need your regular dotations and I hope:
“very much that we may count on your support for the foreseeable firture. g

*The gisk of transmission. of nvCJID by blood or blood products, and anti-D in particular, remains
‘theoretical, ie there have been no cases associated with transfusion and no evideice t6 confirin whether
-ornct human to human transmission by blood can occur. There has been a lot of media coverage with
‘regard 4o this issue and I would like to reassure you that we have continued to use your plasma for the
prodiiction of anti-D imeuwoglobulin. As you know, anti-D is essential for the prevebtion of
‘haemolytic disease of the new-born. Without your invaluable dovations, there could be as many as
:300-600 infant deaths each year in the UK from rhesus haemolytic disease. Research work is
‘continuing 10 develop a test for nvCID and to deternine whether the manufacturing processes used in.
‘the preparation of blood products make them safe. We shall keep you informed of fuither developments
- as.they occur. s i :

: : EAsuidkmofourappreci‘aﬁonforyoureocﬁnuedsupponoftheBloodServioe,a:iﬂdiw"otyont
“forbeatance, please find enclosed a little gift for your use duting the fostive season.

Mayltakeﬂns mpmwnitytowishyouamerryChMasandahappynmyeé. '

Xaurs sincercly
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