Witness Name: Gaynor Lewis
Statement No: WITN2368019

Exhibits: WITN2368020-WITN2368051
Dated: 4 December 2020

INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

EXHIBIT WITN2368039

P154

WITN2368039_0001
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1am writing further to our meeting on 10 November 2003. 1 apologies for the delay
1 responding to your writien queties.

The Welsh Assembly Government has enormous sympathy for people infected with
hepatitis C as a result of reteiving NHS blood or blood products and recognises the
hardships that this illness has brought on them and their loved ones.

However, we have not changed our posn:wn on compensation. The Minister has
always had great sympathy and it was the view of the Assembly that people who had
been infected in Wales should notbe ata d;tsadvantage: in companson to the rest of the
United Kingdom.

Therefore. the Minister made the decision that wales should have an ex-gratia
payments scheme, warking with the other health administrations will ensure the
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It 1s important to stress that despite the UK health administrations decjsmn to make
ex-gratia. paymcnts the posm(m with regards to accepting liability has not changed.

The Assembly does not accept that any wrongful practices were employed and d does -
not consider a public inquiry justified. As you are aware, {dona ' 84
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‘We will keep you informed of future developments.

T understand from Cardiff Local Health Board that the delay in receiving your grant
has now been rectified and that you have received your funding for this financial year.
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