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Wednesday I May 191 : 9 7f 99 / 1 

The Lord Molloy - To ask. Her Majesty's Governm nt what is their 

policy towards AILS sufferers who received. infected blood, from. N'HS 

transfusions 

BARONESS HOOFER 

'he Gov k,` T 1 .t..l i _'. .:fib. 1 g "';3.. ; tLt..t thy  sri#'p.' who a ':_.f,..f . .l e infected 

AIDS viru. , as blood ; n  iu s.1_,l owev i their 

case is no different in principle from that of other people who have 

suffered II I= ! f t IIL1 a t; hed a ;idn ts or the .> Y"F i tend ed t de effects of 

treatment:? T Gor er -n nt continues to believe that general scheme 

of no.fhelt compensation would create more problems than it would 

s1ve.
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I. Numbers s infected 

There have been 185 reports of people infected with 11EV through blood 

transfusions. Of these, 49 were transfused in the United Kingdom, 49 

were transfused abroad, and in the remaining 37 the place of 

transfusion is unknown. 

There h ve also been.. 5 reports of tran f. sion recipients with AIDS f 

which 28 cases are known to have been transfused In the United 

.,., d o,n and the remainder abroad, An unknown number of the AIDS 

CO.SOS are also included in the IIIV reports.  The total nuza b r info cted 

is therefore between 1354$s 

We do not know howmany have died of their original condition, but .20 

people who contracted AIDS are known to have (.lied. 

2. Small cost to compensate 

It .has been at-g ,.a=. ?.R th.:,..1 the i.a.. z e. v c is coiripara iveiy small but. 

that overloc S uni irness which could result  if similar treatment were 

not offered to di. edv ' nt.Aged groups not on ...y those injured a an 

unfortunate aid effect of Nati na I Health Service treatment, nt, but also 

those suffering from an in er ted disabili.t 
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3. Freatin ei t. abroad 

There is no case  for the N tional Health Service to hear the cost for 

those treated abroad. Payments .ents to haem ph.iliacsare restricted to 

those infected in the United Kingdom. 

4. Hoemophihacs a special case

The d'j :"g".'s mt.eueee of..€:3,& ..i ( -. e';I.:; 4 :<>~ .zi4..1 
e ~ ''t`,'. are f`.~.k:`8~,~' 't '` 

e t f. t .c -old. 

justify the &ep  r3i prcno ion vhn.h the ; trveinment are making ,. 

Ho o islI3 € t .s oorc doubly di advantaged by the preexisting 

haem. phi ia, which affected  tear empioyment, mortgage e and 

u e prospect x., ar . =,i by their  HTV infection 

The hereditary nature.of haemophilia can mean that more than me 

mernher of the oily might be affected. ` 

The coi )i.. tion of factors which beset haemophuliacs would not 
V 

generally apply to blood transfusion cases.

f 

/fii i:•l:.t.. 
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5. Dif5culties in validating blood transfusion cases 

Whereas haomophili cs have a well known. medical history this is not

necessarily the case with blood transfusion cases. There could be 

difficulty in o=s ab iuh ng that transfusion and not some other activity is 

the cause of IflYinfection. Some might feel aggrieved  if unable to 

prove their ca .e. 

6, Others claim to be deserving 

if au < s.` ~.: ,~

g

,

y

r "Is.3~i 'z"~ ,..3 to be ., .Ba,a%s~4. for. the; b, J ,.r._ .~ £ a$sa . .7 ion ~..e az s.',i.~'~:,., 3

t' herewould b'<..i . Tw many ot .h _" ,e wi.  < #.:'uld think th at '{. i ' too wore 

g

deserving; . .f ag ec aei ts of ski. grafts  or organ , We could 

k.F 4:r. § i.. d u is .. piecemeal fashion towards a general scheme  of ' no 

fault oc :[ , : :.a; ticin which we b eli eewould be unworkable and unfair. 

......... .... 
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7. No fault compensation 

n general the Government does not accept he case for no fault 

compesati i for medical acd.dent . 

We believe tlwt a general x ehei,-o(-a of no fault compensation would be 

unworkable and unfair. For instance, it would be unfair between those 

di, a pled as a result of medical accidents and those disabled tinough. 

There
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T hl r e. ... . eA t. ',:...< E a. 91 . - ,a r, £i L..~.. S L 1. .,'1~ 3da. A 4 liamenia ~fg decision,  noa1 to 

in t,, E <:. rr 'n fa alt € i't. .. #' . .d. ,g :1 for :: ed :. a a:'k, £ dants. There are 

measures already underway 'which will improve procedures re for those

who do take legal action and this Department is committed to givi 

further eon .-id. . ration to improvements  both in h.e current 

arrangementsfor dealing with claims of medical negligence  and in 

;u:mproving our knowledge of the issues, and InUinberS, involved. .z ., ~. 

8. Scottish blood transfusion recipients 

I nd :rstand that .$ people in S otland are repofted as being HIV 

antibody as ae, t of hi?dfbl cbl product transfusions. :;f 

these have commenced ee court rOceedings seeking compensation. 
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9.. Compensation pensat;ion abroad 

We have already made a very substantial proprovision for haem.ophiliacs. 

Although some countries have decided to make provision wbih 

inciudaaa infctcd. blood transfusion. recipients, other countries have 

.g . :no pr_:vnaon at all fbr any of thOse Infected with HIV as a result 

of medical treatment;  Countries differ in their approach to ocz . . 

benefits,  health care and. other matters. 

10. Safety of blood supply 

The safely oft. the blood supply is main enif d in two ways. F rstly 

leaflets have -e been issued sine 1983 to blood_ donors describe 

those people who must not gv0 blood, 

Secondly, as soon as properly evaluated HIV antibody screening tests 

were available they were introduced. Bice October 1985 every single 

donation has also been screened, 

:Ultu hate y the is, no absolute guarantee and the clinician has to take

this into account when deciding to advise on transfusion.] 
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.1, Vaccine damage  paymepts 

The scheme does not provide a precedent  for special help for pient 

of infected bloc cl transfusions Vaccinesare given to the healthy a 

9€

{.~. a €. e r of puidic -= o' cy . Each individual  vaccination does not only 

benefit that pa t:_i .71,,:I::c parson rsoi but c. ?e. helps protect the public at large, 

'.. c. 48. :'> 

t  ape Ys ,R i.: Y #.k,A 4.. J. ...:. Act  . . ogoines fr F '#.. fi nite risk is 

( '  ' 'u'1 an ii .,.€'0vi .es financial assistance in .".Ct of the benefit fur 

poldic health as opposed to the individuaL On the. other ha d. 

recipients  . f blood transfusion arc on this treatment for their own 

benefitin Ot 1 .... .n E,.€ €.. ZW.:so 
 

(c f  b. 2. . e,. .3. once : \.! $ €1 rl✓f Y disco der. 

12. Eiernophiiiac settlanunt 

This is a complex. se ;tle :i nt and, understandably,,  both sides wani to 

be satisfied that it Is, right before it can be eo . .l .uded.. 

The 'v eru_nient wants s to see the settlement concluded as soon n 

possible. With goodwill on both sides, the final details can be sorted. 

out within l:be next Nveek or two, 
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