
SCOT ,, 

Ill EXPERTS' 
TJ RNING 

of Jaundice in 
Transfusions 

"Daily Telegraph" and "The 
Correspondent 

Scotsman

GEncva, Wednesday. —A warning against) 
the indiscriminate use of blood transfusions 
was issued here to-night by the World Health 
Organisation of the United Nations. 

A group of experts convened by the 
organisation reported that transfusions can 
be extremely dangerous as a means of trans-
nutting serum hepatitis, a form of jaundice, I 
a virulent disease whose mortality averages P 

one or two per thousand. 
The use of transfusions is increasing in all 

countries for the treatment of wounds, burns, 
and even among children, of measles. That ', 
it involves considerable risk is proved by 
the fact that in Britain in 1949 out of ten 
children exposed to measles and preventively 
treated with dried blood plasma, seven con-
tracted jaundice and three died. 

The experts recommend that "no person 
should be accepted as a blood donor if at 
any time of his li fe he has suffered from 
jaundice." They make an exception for 
cases of life-saving emergency or a single 
transfusion, 

They estimate that this rule may reduce 
by five to ten per cent, the number of 
donors, but hold that this would be un-
important if non-essential transfusions—
of which far too many are taking place every 
day—were not performed" 

From statistics gathered after transfusions 
about one person is, 200 was found to be a 
carrier of jaundice, the experts said. 

DRIED PLASMA 
They also recommend that dried plasma 

should be prepared from small pools of 
Tram ten to 20 donors—as now practised in 
Britain—since one single infected blood can 
infect the whole pool. 

Serum hepatitis can be transmitted not 
only by transfusions but also by accidental 

lnnoculation with infected needles, syringes. 
and other instruments. The risk is present 
in innumerable medical, surgical, and 
dental procedures and even in tattooing and 
shaving. Ordinary methods of sterilisation 
are ineffective. The experts recommend 
special measures for mass immunisation 
campaigns. 

The only specific preventive of jaundice 
1s eamme globulin which, though a blood 
product, involves a negligible rsk of tran-
siting serum hepatts. It s also used for 
prophylactc treatment of measles and, 
espermentally. of infantile paralysis. 
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