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a0'1E'?NMEN7 ACTON 70 CONTROL THE SPREAD OF AIDS 

Kenneth Clarke, Minister for Health, today announced the latest action the 

Government is taking to control the spread of AIDS (Acquired I:bmune Deficiency 

Svndrone) . 

In a written reply to a Parliamentary Question from Dr Bran Mawninney, 

M? for Peterborough, Mr Clarke saic: We are taking all practical steps to orevent and 

control the spread of AIDS, in the present state of ''Knowledge about the disease. 

"we have set up an Expert Advisory Group. The membership of the group includes

experts on all aspects of th^ disease, from throughout the Jnited Kingdom, and 

is as follows: 

MEMBER ORGANISATION 

Dr M E Abrams DHSS Chairman 

Professor M Adler Professor Genito-Urinary Medicine 
(London University) at the Middlesex Hospital 

Professor A L Bloom Professor of Haematology 
welsh National School of Medicine 

Dr J D Cash Consultant Adviser in Blood Transfusion (Scotland) 

Dr Marcela Contreras Director, North London Blood Transfusion Centre 

Dr N S Galbraith Epidemiologist - Director of the PHLS Communicable 
Disease Surveillance Centre (CDSC) 

Professor Alistair Geddes Consultant Physician, East Birmingham Hospital 
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C~Rc.A.C:SA'CON 

- `a'1 -d ~r.Ar. Diret tar, Mortr: .es tern 92ood :ransfusian Service. 
( A in Blood Tra-sf~sion) 

s _ :n .e ~•.er '~6-3.MC -Ye••esentat.ve (St Marv'$ !4o3plta2 ► 

:'3- - _nectar, Edinburgn are SE Scotland 
S2 -3-5f..50' Service 

_ _--- Mcr .̀! er Cafl3U..t3flt Yirolagis: in the Virus Reference tabors:.ry 
of the Central Public Health aoratory (nominated :>v 
Dr . itenead) 

.+eneral Medical Practitioner (and CA in General 
Practice) 

~r A ;' .cr:rr C:iaical : ologist - St Mary's Hospital Medical School 

"' ? " d̀=h Consultant ir. Genito-Urinary Medicine (and CA in GU 
Medicine!, :he London Hospital 

er Consultant Virologist - the Middlesex Hospital 
A .inns__ ___ rai;-!an of The Advisory Committee on DanFrerous 

? 
~ 

a:.` ceps (ACDP) Director, MSC Corson Cold Unit 
:-;.esscr R We ss :nstst e of Cancer Research 

nester Beatty .nstttL:e) 

"- Ricnarc ie s Nursi-¢ r r5enta:ve 
Royal Co:iece of Nursing) 

Director, Public Health Laboratory Service 

Prfeasor of Micrcbiolaativ (University of London) 
at :,.moon School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

LHSS,MeCical Secretary 

• " S` . ay DHSS, AQministrat:ve Secretary 

'7-e urt. -as alreacv -et, and a series of -eetings of the Group itself 
-'s ._.,:-q .roacs as been arranged to ta'ce Place in the next few weeks. 

-c . :̀rs: :. :_..'v is to advise an all seasures necessary to control the spread 
of :'e ::sease. 

e nave teen consicer:ng 'ne desirability of making AIDS a notifiable disease. 
-avtnt consulted the hrert Advisory .;roue and sought the views of doctors specislising 
in the fie:d. satisfied that the present reportlr. system to the COMmunicable 
Dlsesse 5urveiilance Centre is acerating effectively and we do not need any new powers 
3t :nr -o-eat to enable a count to be -ade of cases and to monitor the spread of 
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"e _:cease. =x erience witn other sexually _^ars:-_e_ _:seaseS su es:s tna: 

notlf._Qttor would not assist __..:r'o: of one :-arise. we ! eve' <eec 

the POSttion under constant rev_ew. 

"mere might to very rare and excepttorai _aces in-re ' na:..ry a

Condition would ;.ace .n13 it a dangerously infect:c.s state write.'. 'o_.: mace 

it desirable to aamit his to,cr detain nix in, nospi:al. .here has not so tar ceer 

any such case, nor are we aware of any preset t risx one. .e are satisf:ed ::-a: 

we need to tae powers ^rw to oe in a position to iro:ect the public in the evert 

of 3ich a risk aria: . .. =s ny intention therefore to lay regulations u.1der 

the Public iealtn (fantrol of Diseases Act 1984 wnich would give reserve powers 

to authorities to detair. a ;a:tent when he is in a dangerously in r eCtious

"I :.ust stress :rat these oowers nave no relevance to the overw elsing za'ori:y 

of AIDS patients. ie nave no intention of dealing with AIDS pa gents gener?illy 

under reater restraints than other patients. We need these reserve c veers :or 

the very rare case that night eventually arise so ewrere s et -e. 

"ie "ie nave been following a policy of ta:cing every pract_cable stet to protect 

all sec-_c.^.s of the public against the spread of this irfe::: s ..:cease. The 

policy 'as .:ve na:n fea::.res. 

?..^St, a at --ne centre of our s:r3:e~ _es a .. .ter _. __: neal:n 

measures a.=— a: real to proressionalS and 'a: __. _ ,.5. At _--^.e "e'er :es:

the 4eal:r Jeoart..ents and the wealth a_'4_ Safe__ _xe_ _:ve, tre .Y:SCry t .tee 

on Dangerous ?attcgens (AC7P nave drawn o _n:er:- - e ..es to safeguard .re 

realtn of nedical and nursing staff an_ otters core -av _:'? _..__ contact with AIDS 

patients and sbeci=ens :a.cen f r.pn --rem. These gui_el .nes, ,. .:.. —ere distributed 

on 15 January to all .ealtn Autnor:ties concerned„ .-__ cc rev:e•:ec ay the ACDP 

:re next _ .cn:r.s in the ligr : of sciea:tf:c levelooments :.n. tows field. 

.ne r.tef '"ec_cal _.. _ _r will sncrtly oe witting to all doctors vin.. zt:idance 

:n :ne clinical features and public nealtn i_iplications of the _:sense, 

"Secondly, Leaflets nave seen producec cy the realtrn =ducaticn :c uwil 

to promote greater awareness of the r:s.:s _. :ne disease. These are new t'eing 

nade available :n lance minters to individuals in a: raK _roues such as -a.e 

nonosexuals and intravenous drug aousers, and to the public 3enerelly. So far as 

the voluntary sector is concerned, ny officials havesetwitn tneferrence 4iggins .r : 

to discuss the need for fovernnent funding to sss:st them in toe provis:on of 

information and counselling services to Loose affected by the disease. 
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"Thirdly, measures are being taken to safeguard recipients of blood and blood 

Products. We have strengthened our efforts to dissuade persons in the AIDS high-

risk groups from donating blood. The latest edition of our leaflet "AIDS - I?tportant 

New Advice for Blood Donors" has been sent to all Regional transfusion Centres and 

is being distributed individually to all donors. 

"Fourthly, tests to screen blood donations for HTLV III antibody are being 

developed, and we are co-ordinating the evaluation work needed to ensure that such 

a test can be introduced routinely in the National Blood Transfusion Service as 

soon as possible. We have written today to regional health autnorities asking tne^i 

to set aside funds in 1985-86 for the introduction of this screening test in their 

Blood Transfusion Centres. 

"Finally, imported neat-treated Factor VIII for haemophiliacs is already 

available for prescription by clinicians on a 'named patient' basis, and we are 

considering urgently a number of abridged applications for product licences. It 

is hoped that by April this year,all the Factor VIII made by the Blood Products 

Laboratory, Elstree will be neat-treated. Li ted supplies are available at present 

for clinical trials. We are taking steps to ensure that the United Kingdom is 

self-sufficient in all blood products as soon as possible. In particular, we 

nave been investing £35m in new developments at Elstree wnich snould begin to come 

into production during 1986. 

"AIDS has attracted much publicity and public concern. It is highly regrettable 

tnat in some instances confidential details of individuals suffering from the 

disease nave been made public. This release of information does nothing to 

create a more informed view about the disease and certainly does not help those 

affected by the disease. We will therefore be reminding health authorities that 

,ersonal information about patients must not be made public without proper consent." 
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