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RECOMEBINANT CLOTTING FACTORS FOR HAEMOPHILIACS: TIMING
OF ANNOUNCEMENT

1. 1 understand that a decision on central budgets is fairly imminent.  One of
these budgets - for LI3m/A21. 753 4m - 15 to fund the cost of phasing-in
recombinant clotting factors for adult haemophilia patents.  This is a provision that
Mermbers of both Houses have long sought, and T believe there are advantages in
making an announcement bofore this month’s Recess. 1 gather that this i3 oot a
budget over which you have funther questions,

2. It 18 two years since the Government was first pe:msmed to make recombinant
products available o all hacrophilia patients, Scotland, Wales and Northern Treland
are abready abewd of us, and Iate Jast year a report indicated that the UK had the
lowest provision of these products ameng heemophilia pationts in the developed
world,

Lk

We are under pressure in the Commons (o say whether we are going to
muodum this measure, and there is growing impatience over the delay.  An EDM,
teid by Michael Connarty on 18 December hag gathered 116 signatures.  Michael is
also pressing me for a meeting, which will need to go ahead next week whether or not
a decision has been made,  As we originally pmmismi a decision before the New
Year, credibility is wearing thin. I would therefore prefer 1o use the meeting 0 rake
an anpouncement, co-ordinating this with the issue of u press release and f::?dtemem
in both Houses, The alternative will be for Michael and his colleagues to leave vet
again with promises of an early decision and, no doubt, the suspicion that we are
being less than honest,

4, A further advantage gained from announcing soon is that officials can get on
with agreeing an implementation plan with key stakeholders. The earlier this provess
can start the sooner into the financial vear patients can begin benefiting from the sew
products.

5. Are you conlent for me to press shead with plans for an announcement nest
week?

HAZEL BLEARS
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