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RECOMBINANT CLOTTING FACTORS FOR HAEMOPHILIACS TIMING 
OF ANNOUNCEMENT 

I. I understand that a decision on central budgets is fairly imminent. One of 
these, budgets - for ;'I3m/ 2l. iYd;:53.4an - 'is to fund the cost of phasing-in 
recombinant clotting factors for adult haecnophilla patients. This is a pro\isicin that 
Mcmhcr,_ of both Houses have long sought, and I believe there are advantages in 
makingan announcement he hwe this month's Recess, I gather that this is not a 
budget over _: hick you have further questions, 

2, if is, iv ' 4€ Irs since the Government was first petitioned to make recombinant 

l r`c tlafc t ,T .I :ail a ,le, €aa atl £f,,temophilie patents. Scotland, wales and Northern Ireland 
are nhenrtv ahead ni us. and rate; loft veer <r report indicated that the UK had. the 
lowest pros i ion of these nrnclnaets Iunong hncmopliili a patients in the dcae:+.aped 

stId. 

We are under pr Csore in he Comi"tions t v s a' briber we are going to 

introduce this measure, and there is s_'r("winc amriat €71 e': ova inn del n EDM 

laid b Michael Connarty on Is December has < atitered l 1a, si enerwes. bl.ie hael is 
also pressing me for a meeting, which will need to irca ahead next seek svhether or not 
a decision has been made, As we origieally promised a derision below the s'e v 

Year, credibility is wearing thin_ I would meret is prefer to use the meetine to r raga: 
an announcement, co-4st`i rtavattar this with the rE}tte of a pess release and a ~tw C neat: 

in both Hues, the alternative w ll he ion 'vlwhael and his colleagues to leave yet 
again  with piomi:w. s of an early decision and, no doubt, the suspicion that we are 
being less than honest. 

4. A further advantage Gained from announcing soon is that officials can get on 
with agreciaw an aafal:aleweta€,ati Sri ;pie =t with key stakeholders. '[he earlier this process 
can start the sooner a€to the i.'inaric;ial +year .panenrs can begin benefiting limo the new 
pi0a''u t:s. 

S. Are you content for me to press ahead with plans ;or in announcement next 
week? 

HAZEL BLEARS 
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