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Thank you for your letter of 9 Match about people who have 

contracted the AiDS virus (HIV) as a result of receiving € d 

transfusions. 

The position: at the end of J u f,y 1990 is that there have been 1(3i. 

report= d se5 in F.n9larrd d t ales and t orthern Ireland of an 

individual ideal becmi nq frfr <-J{ d I,y } V as a result of a blood 

transfcrsief. ICs € V~ of t;h_5 only 17 were transfused in the U , 

35 were trL8slsrj.isel a 3 r o t t I the ace of transfusion for the 

ksr~ aa€a. g g is not kr-io n 1"r3€ 'o been 18 reports from -",rnglarid 

and Wales and Northern Ireland of ,3:. ,p, le developing AIDS following 

transfusion in the UK. Of courr;e 3. :5 are known to have died. 

i have the grcca€;cant sympathy Or t o5C who have become HIV positive 

thro 3tjh h1t Od ti 35sf 1 3c, e7s the ex---gratia payments given 

to I ro,vi..3e help for haer ot:= ax 11c s with s1:1'Y' and their families", 

reco i sed their Wholly cxc ePti oa,+t ci rc.rr r cea. 3faemoph Ii acs 

were a lready suffering from a sr a icus disorder which affected their 

erreplo„ naent prospects and ixasurtsv k e states They had little 

opport:Unity to insure their live s or their €sfoit~. fg es or to build up 

egs in oider to Provide for their dsp. gba er.t . These 

di f l rc:°E;<I ties have been .€ xz;=€ ed hy the onset of HTV . lso the 

heredi tar nature of ¢ ftePhl 1I a 7< s nd in some cases does mean 

that r ,Fare than one member of tho f nri l ° may be affected. This 

son anati n of circumstances _1; not generally apply to those who 

have unfortunately become infected with HIV through blood 

transfusions. 
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moreover any special provision for those transfused could itself 
c to i, €,t n,uit.y and attract Cxit:c sm, Difficult questions would 

arise whet tar to distinguish between those transfused in the Ux and 
those fusee abroad; between these abroad for a UK company and 
those on holiday The validation of claims would also riot be as 
stiai,jhtforwasd as for, is r=fvl;tai is n whose a.-dical history is well 
known. Srnne of those t ansfiisd n htr not he Male 1..0 establish 
their entitlement and this would make them feel aggrieved. 

More widc1y it would be difficult to :vai€nt, in a e ist: s,g t:i n Between 
blood transfusion cases and the '.1 r .' #t fi of skin grafts or organ 
transplants who have been niei.::t, % with H1.V., p0001e wi.h other 
transfusion transmitted eti.sr €:s or poople who have suffered 
catastrophic side effects of other medical t. r a;atmnnt, 

we have never had a general s ;t: rr€ of no fault rnr pensat.ion for 
medical c-ci tents in this country. 'nec PearsOn i;on€,arission carefully 
cor..;_s -i dosed the mat: ter in l / but came down ayainst changing our 
system tOt kiii t tt,,t# a..r.i;ation o -9g) liti a1.ion in the Courts, 
There have horn no Substantial. c$f -<t}„ t in tisF:' t..,aic arguta(`.I.t:.s sf.r;C:.<Y. 

t  ,n. No f: t#It schemes can be ci 51:"?y and wh In they r nwiv:e the 
perceived u'ui i mess between een thore who can rove r g`.i gr uc and 
those who cannot, they create unfairness b :'t. re n. those disc bl ed as 
the result of a medical accident and those who are equally disabled 
through natural causes. No fault ' Iopenr t.ic'rr a)so removes an 
incentive for doctors to maintain st_ #:dards of practice. 

The e -•-ggratia payments for hasc-nophiliacs with HIV recognise the 
special combination of circumstances facing them but the same 
jurtification Cannot €10 made for those infected through 
transfusions.. I think we ninnot a 1 few our sympathy for that group 
to lead us, towards a policy of no fa if uvaj iat.Ic o for #;e#dical 
accidents which we believe to be wrong. 

This may he a disappointing reply hut I hope it explains why we have 
no plans to extend the special financial help for tart lz<I,til.i r.s to 
those infected through blood transfusions. 

G RO-C 

KENNETH CL.kRKE 
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