SPONGIFORM ENCEPHALOPATHY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
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Introduction by Chairman - - - -

1. The Chairman opened the meeting by explaining that the recent findings
about a new form of CJD had been the subject of urgent discussion with the Prime
Minister and senior Cabinet Ministers. The Government required SEAC’s-advice
on the significance of the findings and recommendations for any action by early the
next day for discussion by the Cabinet in preparation. for. Ministerial statements.— == - .-
The focus of the meeting -would-be -on-the adequacy of existing control measures-to
protect animal and public health and the need for any additional measures in the
light of the new form of CJD. There would also need to be a comment about the
risk to humans from eating beef and the safety of mik and dairy products. The
statement could build on that aiready agreed following the SEAC meeting on 16
March. e

2. The Committee agreed that any matters requiring detailed and extensive
consideration in the light of further information, for example, in relation to sheep
and mechanically recovered meat, would need to be dealt with at the meetmg on 23
March. - -

Update on new form of CJD

3. Dr Will reported that a tenth case (a 20 year old) had now been confirmed
by cerebral biopsy. The genetic information on-7 of the 10-cases would be - ~ = -
available tomorrow. There was so far no evidence of genetic mutation. Professor
Collinge commented that there was only a small possibility that the genetic
sequencing would provide any information to change-the view-SEAC-had recahed
at its meeting on 16 March

Safety of milk and dairy products

4. The Committee was clear that there was no ev1dence that mllk could act as a
vehicle for BSE in cattle or other_.TSEs in. other species.- The -Committee’s-advige=—==ms—=-10
would not therefore be changed by the recent findings of a new form of CJD.

Consideration of further measures

5. The Chairman reminded Members that SEAC had previously agreed the
need to ban the use of mammalian meat and bonemeal in feed as a further measure
to prevent potentially contaminated material from enterng the food chain. The other
main options for consideration as additional measures were to slaughter the entire
UK beef herd and restock, slaughter all cattle over the age of 2'4 years and

- deboning beef for human consumption seat from cattle over the age of 24 years.



Slaughtering the entire UK beef herd- .. -~

6. The Committee agreed that slaughtering the entire UK beef herd was not a
justifiable course of action in the light of the scientific evidence. There was no
evidence to suggest that BSE could be transmitted to humans via muscle and
stringent measures were already in place in relation to the tissues which may
contain infectivity. Such a recommendation would have far-reaching socio-
economic implications and would have to be supported by stronger evidence than
was already available. Professor Smith suggested that SEAC would have a better
picture of the likelihood of there being a human epidemic caused by BSE in 6
months to a year’s time.Dr Will agreed that any measures that the Committee
recommended should reflect the lack of conclusive evidence that BSE was linked to
the new form of CJD.

Slaughtering all cattle over the age of 215 years

7. Mr Wilesmith provided the Committee with information which showed that
from 1989 only 84 animals had a BSE onset date at 30 months or less. In the last
two years there had only been 3 cases of BSE in cattle aged 30 months out of
nearly 5 million cattle. The Committee agreed that 22 would be an early enough
cut-off point. ! rofessor Smith calculated that
there could be a possible 500-fold reduction in risk if all cattle over the age of 2%
years were slaughtered taking into account the number of cattle affected with BSE
at different ages.




