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2 Secretary of State From: Chief Medical Officer

Dates: Zﬁa‘uly 1980
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HAEMOPHILIACS: AIDS LITIGRTION

I hope Secretary of State will take account of my view that the
problem of HIV infection in haemophiliacs can in fact be regarded
as a unigue catastrophe, The key feature which is not brought
out particulariy well in the memorandum of the Direéctors of
public Health 1is that HIV infection in addition to almost
inevitably causing a very unpleasant progressive illness and
death results in a substantial proportion of cases in inféction
of the female sexual partner and also on average one quarter of
the subseguently conceived children. In both wife and ‘children
the infection will also prove fataljin the case of the children
fatality takes place in infancy.’ "The only remedy which will

‘certainly prevent the transmission by sexual coritact is the

invariable use of a condom throughout the partnership. Unlike
the position in Hepatitis B which can odcur as the result of a
therapeutic accident, there is no vaccination available to
protect the sexual partner. Furthermore, in Hepatitis B the
outcome is only rarely fatal and infectiveness ils present in a
small minority of cases. . :
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In summary, therefore, vhen one takes account of the fact that
haemophiliacg- in the first place have a serjous hereditary
o disease and in the secong place when infected with HIV will gie
oung after an "éictremely unpleasant disease, have g significant
hance of infecting theiy wives* and some of their children the
tragedy goes beyonq anything which. has gyer been descriheg as a
result of z therapeutio accident ang ig very likelg indeed naver

" to occour again,

* Footnote:  go far we know of 35 intecteq SPbouses and anothey
3 who have AIDS. he nunbers are inevitabl'y incomplete and
Probably Tepresent about one third of the. actual total, . Theres
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