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Disquiet grows over hepatitis risk to 

For the past three years, disquiet 
has been gttnving in haemophiliac 
circles Specialises began to notice 
an increase in the number of cases 
of serious liver disease in some of 
their patients and a link was made 
with the vita] infection, hepatitis C, 
itself only identified in 1999. 

The picture was obscured by the 
fact that haernopbiliacs, who need 
regular supplies of the blood clot-
ting agent Factor VIII, have always 
been prone to liver Complications. 

But blood and liver function tests 
revealed a darker story. The 
Haernophilia Society says 90 to 

haemophiliacs 
People who use clotting agent Factor VIII sense a repeat of the .HIV furore.. Celia Hall reports 
95 per cent of patients who received This is the second blow to the Factor VIII before 1995 now have hacrnophaliec community. In the hepsiiii& C (EICV). Data still being mid-1980s at the height of the Aids collected shows that 12 died last 
year, a rate of one a month. This is. 

hysteria, it emerged Ibal comtami-
Hated Factor VIII had infected the same number of haemophiliacs ' haemophiliacs with HIV. 

who died froth brain baeniourbages, Hacmophiliars were atigmatiscd an eatabtished risk in older haerno- and, most cruelly, achooklnldren philiac men, were ostiaciaed. Patents who knew During the year, ant regional there was a bacmnphilic child in a meetings bave quietly been held to class withdrew their own children 
answer baemcpblliaca' questions and demanded that - the haerno-and more are planned for next year. phi! urn be removed. 

Then began a legal battle with the : say that most of us are fine. But vre 
Department of Health for coin- are talking to the department 
peniation. In 1991, the department . Haemophilia specialists are also agreed to prey a total of £42m to working hard to collect inftama-1,200 haemaphiliaca with HIV. It tin. Since the: virus — foammly was — and is — careful to deny that known as non-A non-B hepatitis — this is camr satrom, The depart- was identified only five years ago, meat admitted to no fault. The and since symptoms of liver disease money was to help families with ea- can take op to 30 years to appear, a tea ee~xppenses incurred by illness. reliable epidemiology of the disease. 

Lhtdetstandah➢y the haemo- 
philiac ooinmmttty — there are 

:is not yet established. 
- Hepatitis C is a nomhaemo-abant I00JO rnen and boys with 'philiac can take 20, 30 or even 40 

m haemophilia -in the UK — is acvsi- 
five about this latest burdcta. The 

years
~ develo symptoms_ About 

. 
p livery r are. to 

haemophtlincs esiion of qquu "Soompcnatriion' for i>t-
fcctimny,ith 

that may rise to 

70hepatitis Cis not clear. p tr scot and doctors at the Imps-
Simon Tbylo ..vice-chairman of the tins clinic at King's Cbllege hoapi-
Ilacmopbt7ia Society - and a tom, Lo7ulon, are seeing symptoms 
hrcunophiliac with IICv, sstys_ the .developingin some ha.cmopbihc pa-
psoblem is thatpeople have the a = itertts after about I0 years. 
case Iota long lime but remain welL Treatment for hepatitis centres 

'It is all very new. We have so tit- 0U the drug mterfertrrt, which 
tie information. We are still woak- conotcis The virus and boosts the 
ing hard to collect it. if we go rq the rrnmune sYstem. It is successful in 
Government- at this stage, they will 20 1025 Per teat of cases_ 

Dr Christopher Tibbs of the 
King's Lieu Unit said: "It is a very 
slaw disease and there is a great 
deal of research going on. By the 
time symptoms develcp we hope we 
will be better -al treating iL" 
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