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Can you please give this PQ vour priority as 1118 now two weeks old

Thanks v much,
Jobn
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[am very sorry this 1s so late. Thave started a reply tw the first purt of the question which is
with MBS for comment. T am also awatting a contribution from the CJD ream on the seoond
part of the question,

Wikl fry and get it 10 you 88 soon as T ean,
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Subdect: POOAS4S - Lord Morrs of Manchaster

David/Zubeda
Above PO (ext below) was due back on 333

"The Lord Morms of Manchester - To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Secretary
of State for Health's press release of 16th March on blood donations snd vCJID, what specific
steps the National Blood Authonty will take 1o address the reduction now envisaged in the
supply of blood available for ransfusions: and what 1s thelr current assessment of the level of
risk of vICID infection to which people with haemophilia were exposed between 1980 and
199, (HL2022Y

Can you please chase it up for me.
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Thanks.

John
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Recipients of blood transfusions are to be excluded from donating blood in the future as a
further precautionary measure against the possible risk of transmission of vartant Croutzfeld:
Jakob Disease (vCID). Health Secretary John Reid announced today,

This follows the govermment announcement i December last year of the first report of a
possible transmission of vOID from person to person via blood. This remains a possibility
and not @ proven causal connection.

The new precautionary measure to change the eligibility for blood donation will be

implemented from Aprit Sth this year, It will exclude people who confirm they have received
a transfusion after 1 January 1980 because 1t 18 generally accepted that there will have been
no exposure (o0 BSE in the UK before than date.

Health Secretary John Beid saad:

"1 must stress that the sk attached 1o s groap of blood donors i3 of course uncertain bt
we are taking these measures as a precaution, as the risk may be slightly higher than {or the
population a3 a whole,

“Excluding these donors will inevitably lead to a reduction in the supply of blood available
for transfusions, Whilst the Nationad Blood Service estimates a loss of 32000 donors, | am
pleased 1o report that they have put in place measures to help conpensate for these losses and
hospitals are being encouraged 1o make best possible use of blood.”

Mr Reid also announced that Chief Medical Officer Sir Liam Donaldsen iz o draw up »
strategy 10 ensure more approprigie and effective use of blood in the NHS. This strategy will
build on the current "Better Blood Trunsfusion - More Appropriate Use” initiative, securing
further tmprovinents in conserving blood stocks through better use of blood in hospitals.
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The Health Secretary saids

"We are following a highly precaudonary approach. Although people may have concerns
about the implications of this announcement, T would emphasise again that this action is
heing taken because of an uncertain but slight risk. People should, indeed, continue to have a
blood transfusion when 1t is really necessary. Any slight risk asscciated with receiving bload
must be balanced agamnst the sigmticant risk of not receiving that blood when it is most
needed,

"People who can should continue to give blood. Blond donstion is a safe procedure and
people should continue w donate blood regularly. We place great value on those who already
donate and would welcome new doners.”

Notes for editors

in Light of the meident reported on December 17 2003, the Chief Medical Officer, Sir Liam
Donaldson, asked the expert advisory committes on the Microbiologival Safety of Blood and
Tissues for Transplantation (MSBT) to comsider whether there was o need for any further
precautionary measures to be taken. The MSBT recommended that on the basis of evidence
available and taking w precautionary approach, the UK should umplement the policy 1o
exclude people who have recetved blood transtusions. CMO advised government 1o accept
this recommendation from MSBT.

Today's announcement sets out the fatest in a number of measures that have already been

implemenied to minimise the possible risk of vCID being passed through blood:

®  Since 1997 all cases of vCID that are reported to the National CID Surveillance Unit and

diagnosed as having ‘probable” vCID, result in a search of the National Bload Service
blood donor records. I the patient has given blood, subsequently any stocks of that bload
arg immediately destroyed.

& Since 199K, plasma derivatives, such as clotting fuctors, have been prepared from plasma

imported from the TSA,

®  Since Ociober 1999, white blood cells (which may carry the greatest risk of transmitting

v I have been remaoved from all blood wsed for wansfusion,

® Do August 2002 we announced that fresh frozen plasma for treating babies and voung

children born after 1 Jamury 1996 would be obiained from the USA.

e In December 2002, the Department of Health completed its purchase of the fargest

remaimng independent US plasma collector, Life Resources Incorporated. This secures
leng-term supplies of non-UK blood plasma for the benefit of NHS patients.

For media enquines only, please contact the Depurtment of Health Media Centre ond
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MORRIS OF MANCHESTER (LAB )

The Lord Marris of Manchester - To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the
Secretary of State for Health's press release of 16th March on blood donations and
vCJD, what specific steps the National Blood Authority will take to address the
reduction how envisaged in the supply of blood available for transfusions; and what
is thelr current assessment of the level of risk of vCJD infection to which people with
haemophilia were exposed between 1980 and 1988,  (HL2022)

SUGGESTED REPLY

The Mational Blood Service (NBS) has in place an advertising and marketing slan to
encourags new donors 1 come forward and existing donors 1o give blond regularly,
This plan aims 1o reoruit new donors and those who have not given for a while and
encourage reqular donation amoangst existing donors. The NBS relies on voluntary
donors, and would encourage people to come forward and becoma a biood denor,

re addition, we ars working with the NBS 1o produce a revised approach to the Meajth
S viee Circular 2002/08 “Better Blood Transfusion — Appropriate Use of Blood”, This
is to ansure that the safe and affective use of donor blood and & o0 alternatives to i

The Departmaent of Health commissioned Det Norske 5 orros HDONVY 1o undertake l
an assessment of the risk of exposure to vCID infewwzfy in bim @ﬂfi bood produsts,
This aralysis was published in 1388 and considered the potential risks posed by UK-
sourcaed plasma products. This covered all recipients, however, consideration was given
to hasmophilia patients. The risks could not be guantified, dus o major uncertainties as
to what infectivity plasma dervatives might carry and about the prevalence of the disease
amongst UK donors, As 8 precautionary measure plasma dJderivatives have been prepared
from plasma imported from the USA. An updated risk analysis by DNV has recently been
published, this is available at

Btto:Aeeww. dnv . comfconsultingnews_consulting/RiskafinfectionfromvariantCJDinBlo
ed.asp

The expert Advisory Commitiee on the Microbiological Safety of Blood and Tissues
for Transplantation will continue to keep this issue under raview.
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PQO3346

Background

1. This is ams': of two PQs from Lord Morris. PQO3345 is about the hepatitis C pavment
Scheme. This PO follows the oral statement by the Secretary of State on 16 March on
vCITy and blood.

2. The NES estimate that the new donor exclusion oriteria will result i a foss of
3 ?, cof Blood donors, The NBS will still need to collect 9,000 donations
vervday to make sure that patients get the weatment they require.

3. Since the announcement on the 16 March blood stocks remain very healthy,
Current supply o date is 71,489 units (10.31 davs stoek),

4, The MBS will be running a recraitment campaiga 1o encourage new donors
ardd donors who have nof given blood for a while. The NBS will alsa be
increasing donation frequency.

- , (8, In addition, we are w«srkmﬂ with zhc, M%% to
{}mdum I‘med dppmdm 10 ihL Hmizh ‘wniw Civcular 2002/09 “Retrer Blood
Transfusion - Apprepricie Use of Bload”, 'This is w0 ensure that the safe and effective use
of donor bload and alternatives {o donor blood iransfusion.

Haemophiliacs and vCID risks

B The i}ﬁpamﬁzem mmmm. Umd Dh\ tr assesy the visk of
mfection of vCID. The analysis ¢ Jooked at the usage of plasmz
products and the exposure of different m(mpa s sbees LS COvered all
recipients, not just hacmophiliacs, o +though they were obviously a major groups.
The risks could not be quantified.

6

pory

7. Anupdated study for the Department of Health t assess the risk of infection
with v(CID from blood and blood products from donations from people incubating
I was published on 5 Apnil 2004, Tt will be placed in the Library. Tt is also
available at the website:

hitn S dnv comdconsulling/news_consulling/RiskofinfectonfrormvaramGJDinBlo
od.asp

%, The infectivity levels in cortai plasma derivatives wuhi be such that r@upzuni% e)i these
products, if derived from an infecied plasta pool, sy 5
mfection. Thiz ts highly uncertamy, and vares significantly wzm rh{, g
assumptions made abont the leve!l of infectivity and its distribution across plasma {ractions.
Since the size of dose, number of doses and the size of the plasina pool all affect the

potential risk, calculations have o be made for each batch of each product.
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