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Why is pegylated interferon recommended in Scotland for hepatitis C 

treatment but not in England? 

The National Institute for Clinical Excellence is considering pegylated 

knterter n and expects to issue guidance in November '2003. In the meantime, .time, 

NTIS bodies should continue with local arrangements for the managed 

introduction of new technologies where there is no guidance from NICE at the 

time the technology first becomes available, including assessing available 

evidence. 
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Gove " men itrate -I antis 

Consultation on the Government's Hepatitis C Strategyfar England 

closed on 15 November 2002. The key messages c}i`the strategy are to:

• Raise professional and public xasare:Jcs*, of hepatitis Q 

• Intensify j yei on activities to minimise new infections; 

• Increase diagnosis of individuals infected with hepatitis C; 

• Assess those infected and offer treatment (where indicated); 

• Improve epidemiological surveillance and research. 

Delivery

The strategy will, foram the basis of an action plan as proposed in the Chief 

Medical Officer's infectious disease strategy Getting Ahead of the Curve. 

The action  plan, to be published in the next few months, will set out a 

clear framework for actions by Government, the NHS and others. 

fdigjfth trategy

• The major component has been included in general NHS allocations to 

support the NICE recommendations meadeations on combination therapy. 

• Central funding oaf £1.3 million over two years (20 02103 and 2003/04) 

for raising awareness and improving surveillance. Funding for future 

years dependent on decision about SRZOOZ. 

• Voluntary sector funding for hepatitis C projects currently stands at 

around £0.2 million for 2002/03. 

• HJV prevention funding (now in general allocations) includes health. 

promotion for injecting drug users, and is also relevant for hepatitis C. 

• The Department also has a central budget for drug misuse, for the 

National Treatment Agency of £175.7 million. for 2002/3 
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Sutbject, Lands PQ - Monday 

Thanks anks for sending over the .new briefing pack. 

Crateful if you could c ne over to room 418 ii Richmonw, Htie on otonday at '1 4.30 PS L) 
will probably want another short b is inu t :3 eting in the Lords prior to answering the PQ. 
Please let ra e know who will be is at€:°iri a£ ce. so that I can order passes. 

'l'hank:s again 

David 

LI .k S\ 
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€a:,rt asked by Lord Ackner `?) e n ec3 up€,a i,,.'~ tion (you have the actual `'`:. 
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• Social seeur tw' nsreci comparison wifti any -titre Scottish system; we we likely to he 
pres'5m,-  . to Ini o3 «€t? 

A ball nark Ii;~, ttre I .:,g, the potential most of compensation in l" n lan'i o. those 
conta7'tnated h"% the NH x 

' Mom details of the € ls> . ,c l f iii<i l.li t€ ceN e.  ; of compensation a:ul a tile; is take 
• %,iaa oci hip attic :.a 
• l_E, :e t'<°on .'0 st <€a .=€U iy o pldsma prod€;icts in the T :K y id ii rets. in he t..`K.s 

r cot ibu'tattt p€mduct:Ion

Also, grateful if on Could updL tc .es, ;se th; old #}rietin,: and reinrr, UK lo der later today
(,(Aerr ;I>you sic ed out ands€an ee s, ith ihi' . let me know and I'll na. e halt I can do!). !). l'S{I.,) 

t„h gN 
espec.ia lv awed ed iNs the stat, itii..l' k ) Ibets mnC b-.t on access to l.-l:acimmh.ilio. Centres to be 

ire€x tl ,c:: . €l. Ako. Amy, e.uid you add the t itt the Brit billet point on N I l;/l'eg 
humAnm to be page (no. 49) P5(L) put is the folder. 111 arrange a meeting for Monday... 

%4an tha)n'. 

David Way 
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