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I (a) INTERSTITIAL PNEUMONIA 

O the instructions cif H.M. Coroner for Greater Belfast, Mr. J. H. S.
Elliott, BCL, LLB, Bad, I, D 

rek J. I. arsot, TD, MD, registered medical. 
practitioner, Deputy ,ta.e Pat:holrgist frr Northern Iielan Lecturer in 

a rensi, Medicine at sity of Belfast grad Cortsultant.:in 
Pnt.itology to the Nort er r. Irel_nn i Realth• and Soc;i.al Services 

Boards, made a 
postmarte€ e a° ination of the body of 

GRO-A 
aged 5 mths 

identified to me a.t the Belfast City Mortuary, on Saturday, 23rd February, 
1991, by Constable J. A. Carson, R.U.C. Antrim Road. 

history

This ras tha: fifth child in the fa i l.y and he was born in hospital on 
GRO-A 

11990,. 
he ruled ait.h his paerents... 

He had had respiratory 
n .able is at t l_rth and had s,zffet ed from 

pneumonia tI ereafter. Ioe ever this condition I,.ad cleared lip> and pae had been 
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LAll-ftL1la1 r.xalll illal.iun; --- 

HEAD: 

Brain: Congested and somewhat swollen but otherwise normal and 
without evidence of haemorrhage, meningitis or other condition. 
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GRO-A 

Mouth: There was a little-reddening around it and on the right 
cheek, probably due to attempts at resuscitation. The lips were purple-blue 
in colour. There were no teeth. 

Tongue, Pharynx: Normal.. 

NECK AND CHEST:

Hyoid Bone and Laryngeal Cartilages: Intact. 

Thyroid Gland: Normal. 

Pericardial Sac: Normal. 

Heart: Of normal size. There was no congenital abnormality or 
disease. A few petechial haemorrhages were seen scattered-over its 
surface. The left ventricle was 6 mm. thick; the right 3 mm. thick. Both 
were normal on section. The coronary arteries, valves and great vessels 
were all normal. 

Aorta: Normal. - - 

Pleural Cavities: Normal. 

T mus Gland: Of normal size and appearance for this age. 

Larynx: Normal. 

Trachea and Main Bronchi: Their-mucosa was congested and bore a 
film of mucus. 

uL gs: Filled about two-thirds of the pleural cavities. They had 
a blotch).pur.plish`mottl.i.ng. A few petechial haemorrhages, were seen over 
their surfaces. There were not sectioned prior to fixation. 

Oesophagus: Normal. 

ABDOMEN: 

Abdominal Cavity: Normal. 

Stomach. Somewhat distended`by..gas, probably due to attempts at 
resuscitation. - It contained some curdled milky material. 

Intestines: Externally appeared normal. 

Duodenum .pendix. Rectum: Normal. 

Liver,  Gall 131adder leen: Normal . 

Pancreas, Adrenal Glands: Normal, 

Kidneys: Normal. 
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The history indicates that this child had had respiratory problems 
followed by pneumonia after b~i.rth. However these problems had resolved and 
he was said to have been well apart from suffering a cold in the week prior 
to death He was eventually found dead in his carry cot, having been heard 
crying earlier. 

Autopsy showed that the child was of good nutrition, weighing 
17.5 pounds and measuring 26 inches in length. The findings were those 
commonly seen in cases of 'cot death'. This condition is not yet fully 
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F. 40,01.8 

understood but may represent an unusually violent: reaction in a child of 
this age group to what in other children or at other ages would be regarded 
as minor infection only. A preceding cold is not uncommon and the 
microscopical changes in the air passages and lungs were in keeping with 
mild infection, to which the term interstitial pneumonia may be applied. 

The signs..::, of..,attemptedresuscitation apart, there were no marks of 
violence. 

GRO-C: Derek Carson 

WITN7589009_0005 


