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Other
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Blood

Blood Transfusion (Member Editorial board)
BMC Public Health

British Journal of Haematology

Clinical & Diagnostic Virology

Clinical & Experimental Immunology

Digestive Diseases and Sciences

Emerging Infectious Discases

Epidemiology and Infection

European Journal of Clinical Microbiology & Infectious Diseases
Haemophilia

Hepatology

Journal of American Medical Association (JAMA)
Journal of Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
Journal of Clinical Microbiology

Journal of General Virology

Journal of Hepatology

Journal of Infection

Journal of Infectious Diseases (Member Editorial board)
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Summary of Professional Activity and Experience 1964 to present

1964-1967

Junior medical resident in Paris general hospitals (Assistance publique) in surgery, internal

medicine and haematology.

1967-1971
Hospital Bicetre, University of Paris V
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Assistant professor of Haematology (Lecturer), adult section 1967-69

Assistant professor of Haematology, paediatric section 1969-1971

Delegated to the function of Reader in Haematology 1970-1971

Main topic of activity was laboratory haematology for Hospital patients. Some research was
conducted on microscopic electronis studies of Gaucher disease. Studies of high doses of
penicillin on platelet functions.

1970-1977
French Red Cross Haemophilia Centre
At the Centre, I was appointed Director with both Medical and Administrative
responsibilities. The Cenire consisted essentially of a boarding school for over 100
children with haemophilia A or B, mostly severe. Primary and secondary education was
mitially provided in the Centre by teachers specialised in education of handicapped
children appointed under a special contract by the Regional Department of Education.
Later, when self-treatment was introduced (1974), secondary education was provided by
the local public high school.
The staff consisted of 2 MDs, 2 nurses, 4 aid nurses and a variety of external
consultants (orthopaedic surgeons, dentists, neurologists, psychiatrists, and
paediatricians). 2 clinical psychologists and 2 social workers provided Psychological
supported. There were a total of 70 staff members.
During the two 3 year periods of my directorship, the main topics of research
were:

- Haemophilic arthropathy

- Replacement therapy and evaluation of new therapeutic products

- Natural history of antibody to Factor VIII

- Characterisation of allo- and auto-antibody to Factor VIII

- Self-treatment and its psychological consequences

- Interaction between haemophilic children and their parents
In each of these topics, several peer reviewed articles were published.
The main accomplishment of the institution was to initiate and legitimise
self-treatment and home treatment for haemophiliacs in France. The group demonstrated
not only the medical benefit of this approach but also its major psychological impact on
the children and their families. Secondly, the studies on antibody to Factor VIII were
instrumental in the development of immunoassays and purification of Factor VIII leading to
the cloning and expression of Factor VIII. The description of high and low responder
inhibitor to Factor VIII was critical in advancing therapy of this severe complication of
haemophilia A.

1977-1986

At the National Blood Transfusion Centre (CNTS) I reported to Professor J P Soulier,
Director of CNTS initially and, on his retirement in 1984, to Mr G. Jacquin, Vice President of
the Division of Bio Industry.

I was required to:

- Supervise and co-ordinate research and development programs of a department
consisting of 4 senior scientists, 11 technicians and 5 graduate students doing thesis at
master or PhD levels in the field of therapeutic blood products and protein biochemistry.
- Supervise budget, planning for new facilities, dealing with the personnel aspects of the
department (25 persons).

- Be responsible for all in vivo clinical evaluation of coagulation factor preparations
developed in my department and produced by CNTS. In addition, I designed and
supervised clinical trials for a new fibronectin concentrate.

- Act as official liaison between CNTS and the French Haemophilia Association.

- Act as scientific committee chairman of a national programme to produce recombinant
DNA Factor VIII for human therapy.

- Run a regular clinic for patients with bleeding disorders and be responsible for 30
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patients with chronic haemorrhagic disorders, mostly haemophiliacs.

- Act as consultant on a national basis for difficult cases of haemophilia, particularly those
with inhibitor.

- Act as a member of the National Expert Committee on Haemophilia reporting directly to
the Ministry of Health. In this capacity, I designed and supervised several clinical trials
evaluating Factor VIII and Factor IX preparations for the treatment of haemophiliacs at a
national level. Domestic and imported products, non-heat-treated and heat-treated, were
evaluated with respect to both non-A and non-B viruses and LAV/HTLC-III transmissions.
- Act as co-ordinator of the French AIDS-Haemophiliac Study Group. From 1983, this
multi-centre, multidisciplinary national group evaluated the epidemiological and clinical
features of LAV/HTLV-III infection in multi-transfused patients (haemophiliacs and
thalassaemics). My responsibility was to design protocols for investigations, to collect
results, organise co-ordination meetings, write grant proposals and scientific papers on

the results. This study was supported by 3 grants from national research agencies

totalling £350,000 to be shared by participants under the co-ordinator’s responsibility.
Four papers were published in Blood, The New England Journal of Medicine and Vox
Sanguinis.

- Act as consultant to international agencies on blood and blood products (WHQO,
International Red Cross, World Federation of Haemophilia) and to various commercial and
non-profit making organisations in the field of haemophilia and AIDS.

19861991

At Abbott Laboratories, N. Chicago, IL, USA

I was Manager of Medical Research from 1986 to 1989 and then Director of Medical
Affairs for Hepatitis and Retroviruses from 1989 to 1991.

Medical Research consisted mostly of co-ordinating clinical investigations on current or
new diagnostic products in order to determine their clinical use through designing and
implementing collaborative studies with external laboratories (mostly academia). The
products evaluated were:

HIV antigen

HIV p24 antibody quantification

HIV antibody quantification of antibodies to multiple structural HIV antigens

HTLV-I antibody assay and its confirmation

HBV DNA semi-quantitative assay

HCYV antibody assay and its confirmation

In addition, multiple epidemiological studies were carried out. One of the main focuses
of my activity was the assessment of various tests to predict progression of AIDS
individually or in association. Some of these tests were found to be critical to monitor
treatment of HIV infection with antiviral drugs.

I carried out a major project that consisted on the preparation, characterisation and
clinical evaluation of a purified IgG fraction containing high titre of antibody to HIV for
passive immune therapy. Animal studies in 3 chimpanzees and a phase I trial in 12 AIDS
patients were completed successfully. An efficacy study protocol in HIV infected newborns
was finalised and carried out in collaboration with the AIDS Clinical Trial Group
(ACTG) of the NIH National AIDS programme.

In September 1989, 1 was put in charge of the Abbott Virology Reference Laboratory that
provided confirmation testing for HIV-1, HIV-2, HTLV-I/Il and HCV.

In April 1990, I was appointed head of the unit in charge of product clinical trials
supervising 22 people including 4 PhDs. This group designed, carried out and report on
field trials of new products for submission to the FDA, or national regulatory bodies, for
licensure.

1991 t0 2015

At Division of Transfusion Medicine, Department of Haematology, University of Cambridge
In 1991-92, I was Director of the East Anghan Blood Transfusion Centre. In that
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capacity, I first restructured the Service and transformed this somnolent organisation into
a dynamic, functional, cost-effective organisation, highly praised by the consultant
haematologists in the region. The Centre also became recognised nationally and
internationally. I was considerably helped in this task by two lecturer/consultants (Dr W
Ouwehand and L Williamson) and the constant support of both the head of the
Department of Haematology (Prof. RW Carrell) and the medical director of the RHA (Dr M
O’Brien).

Simultaneously, we started a research unit in Transfusion Medicine (Division of
Transfusion Medicine) within the Department of Haematology located in the National
Blood Service facilities as an academic unit. Over a period of 3-5 years, this unit has
prospered to reach a level of 30 and now 45 members, dedicated to research in
transfusion Medicine. In 1995, the secretary of state for Health (Mr S Dorrell) designated
this unit as well as another in Bristol Centres of excellence for research in Transfusion.
After a 13 month-interruption due to legal problems in France with regards to HIV
infection in haemophiliacs, I returned to my post as Professor of Transfusion Medicine at
the University of Cambridge but was relieved from my consultancy and directorship with
the NHS. This happened despite the fact that two special investigation groups
independently constituted by the Royal College of Pathology and the East Anglia RHA,
exonerated me of any wrong doing during the 1983-85 period in France. In June, 2003,
the French Supreme court dismissed the charges for HIV infection of Haemophiliacs.

I then resumed my research activity and the co-ordination of the Division of

Transfusion Medicine. In 2000-2005, this unit research output was approximately 50
original peer reviewed publications. The funding of the division originates in almost equal
parts from the NHS (NBS), national or charitable research funding organisations, and
industry for a total budget of £2.2M/ year.

2015-present
Officially retired. Work as part-time consultant for a diagnostic start up company in Little
Chesterford, Cambridgeshire.
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