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I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry 

Rules 2006 dated 15 February 2019. 

1. My name is Judith Howells. My date of birth is L GRO-C . 1957 and my 

address is known to the Inquiry. I work part-time with my husband, 

Roger, for a business that we have shares in. I have a son and 

daughter from a previous marriage, and two grandchildren who I 

regularly visit. 
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3. The dates that I provide are approximate guesses as most of the 

events that I detail in this statement happened over 20 years ago. I am 

aware that my son is engaging with the Inquiry. He will be able to 

provide more exact details regarding dates. 

NOT RELEVANT 

born he was tested. The test confirmed that he was a mild 

on which Sam was infected as he received Factor 8 throughout his 
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more regularly in the hospital than at home. Within the first year of 

tests, that child's mother informed me that they were testing for HIV, 

not jaundice. That child died from AIDS at the age of 9. I knew then 

that the blood from BCH was infected. 

8. A few months after the other child's mother told me about the testing 

for HIV, I asked the head haemophilia nurse at BCH, Sister Marion, 

what the tests were actually for. She told me the truth, that Sam was 

being tested for HIV. I am glad for her honesty. Prior to this no one had 

ever told myself, nor Sam, that there was a risk of infection from 

injecting Factor 8. After the first year of testing, the tests were done 

every 6 months and then it became yearly. 

9. Sometime after the testing began at BCH, Bayer, a pharmaceutical 

company, gave the parents of the children with haemophilia a pager. 

We all knew it was a `sweetener'. Sam was about 11 years old at the 

time and it was becoming common knowledge that the blood products 

were sometimes infected. Bayer told us that the pager was provided to 

support us so that if our children had an emergency, we would know 

sooner and therefore be able to take them to hospital quicker. We used 

it perhaps a few times, but it was mostly unnecessary. 

1O.Throughout this period of our lives more information, opinion and 

judgment was spread about HIV and AIDS in the media. Fear of it, as 

the disease that would kill everyone, started to set in. I thought the 

worst. It was on the news constantly. There was one particularly 

harrowing advert about AIDS, which had tombstones all over it that I 

still remember. It was the most awful advert. I feared Sam had HIV 

and, in my head, I had buried my child already. 

11.The hospital did not give us the all clear until Sam was 16 years old. 

For 11 years I had worried constantly that he may have HIV. In 

retrospect, I know we are lucky because he is still alive. It is heart 

breaking for others who were not so fortunate. This is especially so 

because I believe it could have been stopped. 
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12. During the period of regular testing, between the ages of 5 and 16, 

Sam continued to receive Factor 8 treatment. I made sure everyone 

knew he had haemophilia so that he would not get hurt as much. I 

know he was quite protected growing up. For example he played 

football with his friends in the local area but I didn't let him play for the 

football team at school. 

13.After his 16" birthday, Sam moved to Birmingham's Queen Elizabeth 

Hospital (QEH) for haemophilia treatment under Dr Wilde. The doctor 

confirmed that Sam did not have HIV, and confirmed that provided 

Sam was always given heat-treated products, he would be fine and 

would never contract HIV. Sam remained at that hospital for about two 

years before my husband and I moved to Bristol, and Sam moved to 

London for university. He was 19 at the time. 

14.Sam registered at a London hospital near his university. I cannot 

remember the name of that hospital. He also registered with the 

hospital in Bristol because he came to visit me regularly. 

15. The first time he went to the hospital in Bristol my husband took him, 

although my husband was not in the room when Sam met the doctor. 

Following his appointment, Sam told my husband that he had 

contracted HCV from infected blood products. Sam then called me to 

tell me the same. According to Sam the doctor was very blase and told 

him without sympathy. The doctor did not give him any information on 

HCV. At the time we did not realise how serious HCV was. All the 

information that we gathered about it afterwards was from our own 

research, through the Haemophilia Society and later on through 

Google. 

16. We were very shocked. We thought Sam was in the all clear after 

receiving confirmation that he did not have HIV. Then came along the 

realisation that no one from QEH had told him he had HCV. We do not 

know to this day when the test for HCV was done. As Sam was told on 
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his first visit to the hospital in Bristol, there was no opportunity for that 

hospital to have done the test before informing Sam. The test must 

Section 3. Other Infections 

am aware of, ; GRO-C 
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20. 1 have been asked whether I believe Sam was ever treated or tested 

therefore he could not have given consent for the test. As I have 
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the side effects of the treatment. Dr Wilde from QEH told Sam that 

taking it was like a really bad flu. The side effects that Sam 

experienced had a much more significant impact on his life than Dr 

Wilde had indicated. I have detailed the side effects and the impact that 

the treatment had on Sam further below. 

Section 5. Impact 

23. When Sam was told he had HCV, the doctor also said that there was 

basically no cure and Interferon was the best they could offer. The 

doctor told Sam to go to university and live his life for the next three 

years. He also stated that Sam had probably had the virus in his 

system since he was a child, so his body would be slightly immune to 

it. Therefore the doctor's advice was that Sam should finish university 

and after that period, there would hopefully be a treatment better than 

Interferon available. 

24. Sam ended up in university for a total of four years as he changed his 

degree from History to Philosophy. Throughout his university 

experience, Sam thought he was going to die. The doctor who told 

Sam that he had HCV had also informed him that HCV symptoms do 

not usually show until around 20 years after infection. Sam had nearly 

hit the 20-year mark since he had first started taking Factor 8 injections 

so he worried about it. Sam was not a normal student because of this. 

He did not drink alcohol because it could lead to cirrhosis. Whenever I 

bought him products from the pharmacy to help his liver, he took them 

all in hope that they could perhaps postpone a decline in his health. 

25. During university, Sam had a girlfriend who was very supportive and 

helped him through his challenges. This was especially so when Sam 

started the treatment for HCV. 

26. When Sam finished university, he came home to Bristol to start 

treatment. However, he was told first by the Bristol hospital, and then 

by the hospital in London at which he was registered, that they did not 
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27. Sam started his treatment for HCV from QEH in September 2000 and 

lived at my mother's house throughout the 12 months of treatment. He 

received Interferon, taken weekly as an injection, and daily Ribavirin 

pills. 
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30.Around the treatment period, Sam started acting different and weird. 

GRO-C 

GRO_C._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._. Mentally, he also did not act 
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himself. GRO-C 

GRO-C 
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week of the year-long treatment. 

whether he wanted to kill himself and he would not answer me either. 

According to the doctors, it was impressive that Sam was able to 

remain on the treatment for 12 months. Usually people only lasted 3 

months. 

33. Sam was successfully cleared of HCV as a result of the treatment. The 
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year for tests. 
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GRO-C Throughout the 

treatment and following the treatment, Sam's mood swings and 

depressions Continued; GRO-C 
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could not explain to his friends why he had lost contact with them over 

the year he had been on the treatment. GRO-C 

GRO-C 
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intelligent man. 
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there. His confidence has been severely affected by what has 

happened to him and he is always seeking reassurance, even in 

relation to small every-day decisions. I know he would be further along 

in his career and living in London if it were not for his infection with 

HCV. 

43. Ten years ago, Sam got married GRO-C 

GRO-C 

GRO-C They have never had children, nor will they, 

because of Sam's infection with HCV and the treatment he went 

through. Sam decided he did not want to have children because of the 

experiences he went through. 

44. Sam still has treatment for his haemophilia. GRO-C 

GRO-C 
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47.!, GRO-C ;Sam often takes himself for walks, 

which does seem to help. He also speaks to his wife and his close 

childhood friend who now lives in Bristol. They have supported him 

through these challenges. Recently, since the Inquiry started, Sam has 

spoken to me about his experiences more. 

48.Overall, I believe the HCV and the treatment affected Sam's education 

and earning potential. He received a 2:1 from university, yet Sam's 

tutor was surprised because he was so intelligent and hard working. He 

expected him to have done better in his exams. Sam has told me 

before that when he was at university, he would spend time wondering 

why he was even at university if he was going to die soon. It was a 

worry that was constantly on his mind and must have affected his 

ability to focus at university. The year that Sam was on the HCV 

is 

WITNO344001_0012 



l i lt 

difficult treatment' GRO-C 

GRO-C I convince myself, 

every time something new comes up, that he is going to die and it is 

something I blame myself for. I have never been offered support or 

advice. 
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how Sam would have received the treatment. He may very well have 
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as the extent of the side effects of the treatment for HCV. 

13 

WITN0344001_0013 



♦' 

`i' • 111111 

Although the funds helped him put down a deposit for a mortgage at 

the time, it was not enough for a disease which has affected his whole 

life. 

GRO-C 
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--- ----- ------------- ----- ------------- ----- ----- -----, 

Signed GRO-C 

Dated 5 1 
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