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WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B---------

1, My name is G-RO-B __ -- .;but I am known as GRO-B L My date 

of birth is[ GRO _B ;1965 and my address is known to the Inquiry. 

I am a civil servant working as a publisher for the; GRO-B 

--------------GR---B
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7. 1 know; B ,was living in GRO-B Bristol and; GRO_ -B in the late 
1980's at various points and he had met; s whilst they were both 
studying at GRO-B 

._._._._._._._._ 

8. Originally,L_._._s._._._had a place on a prestigious art course at the end of 
sixth form but she decided to work locally until she knew what career 
she really wanted. 

9, Thereafter she enrolled at _._._._._._._._._._GRO-B._._._._._._._._._' to study Speech 
Therapy and it was there she met --- B whilst he was studying 
Economics at the same institution. 

1►• 
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11. I cannot remember the date B._,_._. _and _.__.s_._._got married as I have 

suppressed thinking about these things over the years. But I know that 

they were together since they met at GRO-B.__.___._.___ in the early 

80's. 

12. I confirm that as far as I am aware both I _B ;and S ;did not take 

any intravenous drugs and did not have any tattoos either. 

13. As far as I am aware s ;did not have any blood transfusions prior 

to being infected with HIV. She only received blood transfusions during 

the course of her treatment after she became infected with HIV. I am 

not aware of the date. B became infected with HIV. 

14. s sent me a letter in early 1991 whilst I was in Nepal in which she 

apologised for burning the original letter she wanted to send me as she 

said she was not able to tell me what she had written. 

15. She did not explicitly tell me in the letter that she was infected but I can 

only think that was due to the stigma around HIV at the time. Yet on 

that basis, I imagine she knew she was infected between February and 

May 1991. 

16, B .__._. died in 1991 as a result of being infected with HIV. I do not 

know when or how B !was told he was infected neither am I aware 

of the hospital that informed him of his HIV status. 

17. I am also not aware if B was given any advice or counselling from 

the hospital when he was infected. I believe s ;must have had 

counselling after ` _B ;died simply because she was so together 

through it all and never seemed out of control. 

18. In the summer of 1992 she moved back home to our parents' house in 

GRO-B ;London. She had lived in the ;  GRO_B  prior to 
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this but once she became severely ill she moved back to London to be 
with us, 
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26, S .also worked with stroke patients. That was who she was. She 

was always there for others and she was always involving others as 

well. 

Section I. tier Infections 

28, 1 am not sure if B I contracted any other infections such as 

hepatitis, aside from his HIV infection. 

.cflon1Jm t 

31. The impact that S s illness and death had in our family is what I 

really want to get across here. 

R 
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36. My dad and mum didn't get any answers and they never got to see the 
fruition of this Inquiry. 

I lit IiTT11 - _• •1 iivi - 
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me. 

43, I see certain things in my sons that remind me of s   She had a 

very quirky sense of humour and I see that in my sons and it will be in 

their children. 

•: FTT1J • 

k. 

they could be with each other. 
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48. I'm not sure if the suicide pact idea came from ` B or s  but I 
know they talked about it. 

49. I did not See B 'before his death so I am unaware of his physical 
state. We didn't ask _._._.s_._._.Jabout it after he died as we did not want to 
take her to that place again. 

s Fs  dental State: 

51. But they always were so dedicated to each other and caring of 
everyone else, thinking about the family and how we would cope 
without them. 

. : • a'• . a M a • • - • 
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54. I wasn't aware if she had any other physical ailments as that was kept 

between her and our mum. S ;didn't want to talk about what was 

happening to her as that was not how she wanted to be remembered. 

She wanted to talk about the future for the rest of us. 

55. I got married within a couple years after s ;died but the marriage 

ended 5 years ago when my ex-wife left. I carried on working until 

February of the following year as I tried to keep normality for my boys 

but I had a breakdown due to anxiety and had to take four months off 

from work. 

56. Thankfully, I did not develop depression as I have always been 

motivated and optimistic and I think that comes from my sister,; S 

I remember my doctor telling me that having an optimistic attitude was 

what had prevented me from developing depression. 

57, I do relate [_._ s_._._.Js death to my anxiety because it all goes back to the 

decision to marry that person. Our first date was on the night L S 

died so I wasn't there for her final moments and that affected me. 

58, Although she (my ex-wife) was very supportive when; _s._._.ldied, I later 

found out that it was never a genuine relationship. 

59, s 'ihas had one of the biggest impacts on my mental health. Having 

her in my life was the positive impact on my mental health and sadly, 

the negative impact came from losing her so tragically. 

60. As I said earlier; s ;wanted us all to move forward with our lives as 

she didn't want us to be defined by this whole thing. This is why my 

sisters do not wish to be directly involved with the Inquiry, but I am here 

because I need closure and I know;  s would want me to have that. 
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64. The name came from when he sent tapes to his older brothers. When 
they played them to friends they told them the songs were "_ GRO-B 

GRO-B 

65_ Whenever they were down in London, or I was staying with them in 
Bristol, I was always on the guest list so it was quite cool for a teenager 
like me at the time. 

S._._._. ~$ Tr at enVCare&S► rf; 

66. In terms of _._._. s_._._. and her care and support, I am aware that she 
worked for as long as she could do so. She would often go to Lewisham 
Hospital in London to get blood transfusions in the little Haemophilia 
Centre there. 

iIiJ 
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68. She worked for the NHS so I believe she did have some counselling as 

part of her treatment. I believe the support _s__ _ received was 

appropriate. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

69. My mum did not receive funds from the Skipton Fund directly but I 

remember there was a payment that was made to.__._.B_._._._s mum and 

she insisted on giving my mum some of it which my mum tried very 

hard to refuse. 

70. My mum only made enquiries about payments but she was told she 

would not receive any. So as far as I am aware my mum did not receive 

any payments from the Skipton Fund directly. 

71 > I am not aware how much my mum received from ' B 's mum. But, 

as mentioned previously, I know she did try to refuse the payment but 

B ;s mum insisted and so my Mum ended up accepting some in 
L ._._._._._._._._._.. 

the end. 

72. I am not aware if the payment made to B }s mum was a conditional 

one. When L S _died my mum and dad did get some money but 

cannot be sure of where it came from. I assume it might have been from 

S 'swill. 

73. My mum died in 2015 so I'm guessing it might have been in late 2000 

when my mum was given the money from _ __B___ s mum. As I 

mentioned earlier, I remember my mum making enquires about 

payments from the Skipton fund but being told that she would not 

receive anything at all. 
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Section 8. Other Issues 

74. I think the outcome of this Inquiry matters, as when people in the civil 
service are making decisions they should be aware that they are 
making decisions for the future generations to come. 

75. As a civil servant myself, the nature of my job often involves making 
decisions that will affect the next generation. We take lessons learned 
after each initiative and apply improvements to everything else we do, 
to make sure the future is better and mistakes aren't repeated. 

76. Civil servants won't have the lessons from this experience until this 
Inquiry is complete, decades after the event. We can only wonder what 
decisions have been made in this time without the benefit of it. 

77. I often wonder if I was a civil servant when this whole thing was going 
on, how the system would have been compared to the way it is now. 
When I joined the civil service in 2000 the contract made mention of the 
civil service code. 

78. To maintain integrity, I have to declare if anything I'm asked to do goes 
against my conscience or creates a conflict of interest. We have a 
competence framework within the civil service and we are expected to 
be effective in challenging plans or decisions that might be 
irresponsible or against the evidence for what is in the public interest. 

79. I do not know what competence framework was in place before, or what 
the standards for former ministers were. It could be that things are 
better now and the government understand that set targets and the 
things we measure has an impact on outcomes. 

80. People measure things like cost, through productivity because there 
are simple accounts and measures of those things. 

81. However there aren't as many targets for quality or the likelihood of 
good outcomes of policies or people's work because those things are 
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either harder to quantify and compare, or they might not have any 

measurable consequences for many years. 

82. If public service falls into the trap of achieving measures and targets 

deemed to be important at the time, at the cost of the implications for 

generations, there can be dreadful consequences. 

83. Is that what happened here? Or something else? I need answers about 

all this. Did anyone in public service at the time break standards or the 

civil service code? Were those standards as good as they might be, 

and are the current equivalents? 

84. When someone is taken away from you like that by someone else's 

actions it really has a huge impact. I've lost a number of loved ones and 

moved on, but although _.__.s _died in 1992 in some ways it always 

feels like it happened just now. 

85. That's because people might still be there making decisions in similar 

ways based on similar motivations and imperatives. I want to know 

urgently if this kind of thing can be avoided in future because of what 

happened then. 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

GRO-B 
Signed 

Dated ( t. / ('1 
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