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FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B 

•] 1.1 s - response tr -s •• fl1 rI!zI1 iT1I.s 

GRO-B  will say as follows: - 

1. My name is GRO-B My date of birth is GRO-B 1949 and 

my address is known to the Inquiry. I am a retired; GRO-B I 

am married to my wifeGRO-Bland have been for over fourty years. We 
-==---------------------------- 

have two children together, GRO-B ;who is thirty two and 

GRO-B , who is thirty one. I intend to speak about my diagnosis 

with hepatitis C. In particular, the nature of my illness, how the illness 

affected me, the treatment received and the impact it had on me and my 

family. 
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4. The blood that was given to me was contaminated and I was infected 

with hepatitis C. 

5. 1 was not told before the operation about the risks of being infected with 

contaminated blood. The operation was a life-saving operation and I was 

unconscious. I was not informed after the operation about the risks of 

being infected either. 

• . } ! .I f'. — — 1 . 
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7. In 2008 1 had an operation at the Royal Infirmary, Glasgow, for my prostate 

cancer which was conducted by Dr Mark Underwood. I remember it was 

around the time that the Beijing Olympics was on, as I love sport and I was 

watching it as I recovered. Post operation, Dr GRO-D iiscussed my bloods with 

me on the day I was discharged and I recall him saying that there was 

something wrong with my blood work, but he shrugged it off, saying it was 

nothing to worry about. 

8. I have been closely monitored since 2008 by my doctor. I would have 

regular appointments to have my blood taken and checks on my blood 

pressure. In November 2018 on one of my regular appointments to the 

doctors there appeared to be some concerns about my liver function. By this 

time I had a new doctor. Her name is Dr .GRO-B Ishe is young and 

enthusiastic and was keen to find out why there was a problem with my liver 

function. She was asking how much alcohol I drank. She sent me for 

ultrasound on my liver which was performed at the; GRO-B hospital 

ati GRO-B I was told there that my liver was fine and I had nothing to 

worry about. D GRO-B I was not happy with this and sent me for another 

ultrasound scan on my liver at Gartnavel Hospital. My doctor took another 

blood test and referred me to Professor Priest at Gartnavel Hospital. 

9. In October or November 2018 I attended Gartnavel hospital and saw the liver 

specialist nurse Heather Blair. She told me that I been tested for hepatitis A 

and hepatitis B and that I was clear. She then said I had also been tested for 

hepatitis C and I was positive. She asked me about my lifestyle whether I 

injected drugs intravenously and asked me about my sexual preferences. I 

didn't really know anything about hepatitis C. She told me it was an infection 

but t-g here was a treatment for it. She said there was a course of drugs 

available, called Maviret, that would clear the infection. She also gave me 

some leaflets on hepatitis C. 
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10. Heather Blair was very professional but in hindsight she did not give me 

much information about the infection or the risk of passing it onto others. 

She did refer me to Professor Priest. 

11. When I went home after the hospital appointment I spoke to my wife and 

told her that I had hepatitis C. We both read the leaflets that I had been 

given. My wife asked me if I had been having sexual intercourse with 

men. She knew I didn't take drugs of any kind. GRO-B then said it must ._._._._._._._. i 
have been from when I had the blood transfusion in 1971. 

12.1 texted Heather Blair, the liver specialist nurse and mentioned my blood 

transfusion to her. I asked her if I could have contracted hepatitis C from 

this. She replied that she agreed that it was the most likely cause of the 

infection. 

13.1 had an appointment with Professor Priest at Gartnavel Hospital after 

this. He did give me more information about hepatitis C and its 

implications. I was also informed that I could pass on the infection 

through blood to blood contact and also through sexual intercourse. I 

was advised to be careful about sharing toothbrushes or razors. 

Section 3. Other infections 

14.1 was infected with hepatitis C. 

Section 4. Consent 

15.As far as I am aware, I was not treated or tested without my knowledge 

or consent. I do not believe I was treated or tested without being given 

adequate or full information or for the purposes of research. 

Section 5. Impact 

16.1 was only twenty years old when I had my road accident. Prior to this, I 
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18. My wife and I have enjoyed a faithful monogamous relationship. We 

were married in 1973. 1 have never engaged in homosexual activity and 

I have never injected drugs; GRO-Bi, and I now find that we are feeling 

embarrassed about the required change in our lifestyles, i.e. obviously I 

no longer drink alcohol at any time whatsoever. However at dinner or 

parties it can be awkward. Does one explain this change or make up a 

story? Socialising notwithstanding, I have had no problem in stopping 

drinking. 

20. 1 started treatment in January 2019. This consisted of Maviret tablets 

three times daily. Heather Blair had told me that the treatment was 

expensive and would cost £42,000. The treatment was for eight weeks 

and it was successful. I am currently undetectable for hepatitis C. 
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faced for accessing treatment. 

22. 1 do not believe there were any other treatments available. I was led to 

.- ■. ,- - -~ .. -, u.' .■ a . - ■.■ '~-

23. 1 did not have any side effects to the treatment I received. I was tired and 

lethargic but I was used to feeling like this. 

24. My infected status has not had any impact on my treatment, medical or 

impact• • . tr ng p -• ! 
illice. . . •. .. 

despite them being adults. This is particularly true of my relationship with 
- - -------- ----, 
IGRO-Bwho I see very little of. This is a great sadness to me. 
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hard at times adGRo-Benjoys a glass of wine with a meal, particularly if 

we are on holiday. 

always unsuccessful. I couldn't concentrate during the interviews, 

mentally I had brain fog. I knew I didn't have a particularly good 

reputation in my work. When the chance of early retirement came up, I 

took it when I was sixty two. I remained un-promoted throughout thirty 

two years of teaching. My inertia has frustrated me. 

• r • • . • ! 
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31. Having hepatitis C has impacted on my relationship withGRO-B We have 

slept separately for the past ten years. I believe this is due to my fatigue 
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Section 7. Financial Assistance 

33. When I was diagnosed with hepatitis C, Heather Blair, told me that I 

would be entitled to financial assistance from the Scottish Government. 

She gave me a form to fill in and I sent it off. Not long after I had sent the 

form off, I received a lump sum of £50,000 and I also receive £1600 a 

month now. The process of applying for the financial assistance was a 

straightforward process. 

34.The process for applying was straightforward, I didn't experience any 

difficulties with it and there were no preconditions applied to the 

application. The only observation I have, is that there was no question 

or delay. I felt that this was a straightforward admission of guilt. 

Section 8. Other Issues 

35. Over ten years ago, after I had my surgery for prostate cancer, I was 

desperate to get home. I asked a consultant, Dr GRo-D if I could 

be discharged. Upon organising this, he told me that there was a 

problem with my bloods. He did not elaborate any further, he said 

there was nothing to worry about, and he let me go home. Looking 

back I wonder now whether they discovered then that I had hepatitis 

C but I have no evidence to know that. 

36. I did provide a statement online to the Inquiry when I found out that the 

infected blood scandal was being investigated. I did provide the basic 

details of my case but did not go into much detail about the impact of 

having hepatitis C on my life. I believe this statement provides this 

information. 

37. I wish to remain anonymous in this Inquiry. 
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Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this ',Fitness statement are true. 

GRO-B 
Signed ._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._.________ 

Dated ipr21F2020 
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