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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY 

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF MARGARET DONNELLY 

I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry 

Rules 2006 dated 5th November 2018. 

I, Margaret Donnelly, will say as follows: - 

Section 1. Introduction 

1. My name is Margaret Donnelly. My date of birth is GRO-C ;1946. My 

address is known to the Inquiry. I am retired. I intend to speak about my 

infection of Hepatitis C following a blood transfusion. In particular, the 

nature of my illness, how the illness affected me, the treatment received 

and the impact it had on my family and I. 

Section 2. How Infected 

2. 1 believe I was infected with hepatitis C through a blood transfusion I 

received following an ectopic pregnancy that I had in October of 1990. I 

recall that it was school October week off. I was in _GRO-C____ at the 

time visiting my mother. I was taken ill and Doctor Lazareth, a local GP 
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was called and diagnosed a ruptured ectopic pregnancy. I was taken to 

the local cottage hospital and from there I was flown by helicopter to 

Southern General in Glasgow. My sister Catherine Maguire and a 

consultant physician named Doctor John Robinson from the Southern 

General Hospital who had a clinic at the cottage hospital that day 

accompanied me in the helicopter. I believe that my medical records show 

that I received four pints of blood. I recall that my husband may have said 

that he and my son were told a different amount in the hospital had been 

received. I believe that the infected blood I received would have been in 

prior to my being transported to the Southern General 

Hospital. I produce a letter in evidence from the Scottish Blood 

Transfusion Service showing I received 4 units of blood and that this blood 

was indeed contaminated. I refer to it as WITN2126002. 

3. I was operated on at 1430 hours for a left ruptured tubual pregnancy. The 

operation performed was a partial salpingectomy. I received four pints of 

blood, before, during and after the operation. One of the units of blood I 

received was contaminated with hepatitis C and as a result I contracted 

the infection. This information is contained in my medical notes and I 

produce a letter dated 8th June, 2006 in evidence. I refer to this letter as 

WITN2126003. 

4. I heard sometime after 1995 that the NHS announced that there was to be 

a 'look back' exercise of blood that had been transfused as some people 

had become ill after transfusions. At the end of the program there was a 

helpline so I called it. I received a booklet with some information and 

contacts. I then decided to see my GP, Doctor Sandy Nixon at Townhead 

Surgery in Irvine. Doctor Nixon looked up information on his computer and 

said he thought that since the government had said the 'look back' would 

check blood donated during the time I had the transfusion he would be 

notified if there was a problem. He did say that I could contact the Southern 

General Hospital and tell them when I had the transfusion but I didn't do 

this as I thought if everyone who had received blood did that the hospital 

would be overwhelmed. 

WITN2126001_0002 



5. After about two years on a routine visit to Doctor Nixon I asked him about 

the `look back' and he said that since he had not heard anything I must be 

in the clear. Neither he nor I realized that the 'look back' had such a 

restricted remit. 
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12. Doctor Peterkin advised Doctor GRO c  that I would need to write to the 

Southern General Hospital authorising the release of my blood transfusion 

history to the SNBTS to enable them to investigate and test my blood 

transfusions. 
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22. When I was on my treatment with Interferon and ribavirin it was horrendous 

and children gave statements to the Penrose Enquiry about what I was like 

while I received the treatment. My children are Carmen (date of birth 

GRO_C 72), Martin (date of birth GRO-cr75), Mhairi (date of birthGRo-C 77) 

and Kieran (date of birth GR6 _c184). I think at the time I was not really 

aware of how I behaved. I have been told I became almost a different 

23.Around the time that I received treatment, my husband also had 

0 
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24. In terms of how I coped with my diagnosis, it was something that was often 

put to the back of my mind. It was my husband that was really ill so that 

was more important. I had bigger things to consider at the time. When I 

was first diagnosed I decided that my husband did not actually have to 

know. I believe I took some time after my diagnosis before deciding to tell 

him. I am not entirely sure when I told him. 

25. Our children were told around the time that I told my husband. I believe it 

was hardest for my youngest child but the others were older at time were 

young adults so it was easier for them. I believe they could remember that 

when I was in hospital they were told that I had something wrong with me. 

I told them to keep it to themselves when I did properly tell them. A few of 

them weren't living at home at the time of my diagnosis. 

26. My oldest son Martin is as- ~GRO C ? and he went searching and 

found an inquiry in Scotland. A civil servant said to be "Why hasn't this 

been publicised?" I believe that they thought everyone would be dead. I 

believe I discovered something along the lines of the blood being heated 

in England but not in Scotland as they thought this was too expensive. I 

believe that Scotland had enough blood to use what it had without having 

to buy into the blood. 

27. My main gripe is that no one has ever said sorry or accepted any blame. I 

recall reading a website for those with tainted blood where there was a 

school for boys with haemophilia and how all of them were dead now 

having received contaminated blood. 

28.1 honestly don't think I really suffered all that much mentally. I did not see 

any point on dwelling on things. I prayed a lot and that got me through it. I 

had a lot of brothers and sisters I could talk to and a good support network 

of friends. I had friends that I told and I did not keep this a secret from 

them. I thought it was nonsense that I was not helped more by medical 

staff. I did notice that some nurses put on a big show of putting on gloves 

when they dealt with me. There is a nurse I know who is a friend of mine 

7 

WITN2126001_0007 



and they said the gloves just really aren't needed. Most are like the one I 

know but there are some who make a show of it all. 

29.1 occasionally had to go to Ayrshire Central and the nurse there always 

made a big thing about it. By this I mean Ayrshire Central Hospital. I recall 

overhearing two guys waiting to go in and the nurse said "Margaret it will 

be a while" and the two men whispered about "What do you think she's 

here for?" 

30.1 would not say that our social or private life was affected by my diagnosis. 

31. My husband was in the military, he retired in 1988. I spent most of the time 

looking after the children while he was away doing military work. 

32.1 do not recall there being any effect on my dental treatment when I was 

diagnosed with hepatitis C. Someone that I knew had a friend with hepatitis 

C, and when they were spoken to it was said that her husband wouldn't let 

her go to the doctors because of the stigma of people finding out that she 

had hepatitis C. 

33.1 think I had it easy in comparison to a lot of other people. I recall that my 

hair got thin during treatments and I hated that. I'm aware that the 

interferon was at one time used for some types of cancer. At the time, it 

was said that interferon was the worst type of medication to be on. There 

were different treatments for different people. 

34.1 believe that I was not entirely aware of the effect that my diagnosis had 

on our family life together. I recall that in Charlie and the children's Penrose 

enquiry statements it seemed to show that it did actually have an effect on 

them. I believe that they knew their father was dying and they were also 

worried about me as well. 

35. My children, in the Penrose Inquiry statement, and my husband, spoke 

about how I spoke to people and said that I was angry when I spoke to 
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people. I was not conscious of it, but I've been told that I lacked patience 

for people at the time when I was ill. I probably did get down, at times, 

about it and maybe when I was down I was a little bit more irritable. 

36.1 do not believe that my illness and diagnosis had any effect on my 

children's performance in school. Two of my children went to University 

and I think one was at school when everything was happening. 

37. In terms of if the advice I received was adequate, I would say there was 

not much advice. I believe I gave blood every 6 months to be tested. I think 

over time the atmosphere got more positive and there was less of a doom 

and gloom atmosphere about my treatment. 

38. While I understand that some people often felt the cold when they had 

hepatitis C, I only really feel the cold now that I am clear. Some people had 

terrible symptoms so I feel that in some ways I have been quite lucky. 

Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support 

39.At no point was any counselling offered. It may be good to speak to 

someone but I am not a sort of person to think in a 'poor me' sort of way. I 

know that my husband Charlie benefited from going to groups in relation 

to cancer charities. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

40.1 terms of any funding I did not get anything through the Caxton Fund as I 

believe you had to be on benefits or show some form of hardship. 

41. I did receive some funds from Skipton and I believe that I was given a form 

by my GP that he had partially filled in and I had to complete. I recall I got 

one lump sum payment of £20,000. I believe that this was all quite easy. 

When I was diagnosed with cirrhosis, I received another £50,000. Now I 

get a monthly payment. This can be different amounts depending on the 
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situation and I believe families can now get more through the new Scottish 

Infected Blood Support Scheme. There is mention in my medical notes that 

I have cirrhosis as a complication of the hepatitis C. I produce mention of 

my cirrhosis in evidence and refer to it as WITN2126009. 

42.This was all quite an easy process and the money was paid by automatic 

transfer. As far as I understand there is no need to reapply and the people 

in Scotland do generally get more than those who were infected in 

England. 

43.1 believe there were certain conditions that had to be met for Caxton. You 

had to be on a low income and as this did not apply to me I never really 

looked at it when I found out that I was not eligible, as far as I understood 

it. 

Section 8. Other Issues 

44.1 have nothing else to add. 

Ill 
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Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

GRO-C 
Signed ,,_„ Ea i -,OFrru.;

Dated Oct 27, 2020 
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