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FIRST WRflTEN STATEMENT OF 
GRO-B-.-.-.-.---.-.-
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GRO-B will say as follows: 
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ANONYMOUS
8. No information was given to us beforehand about the risk of s being 

exposed to infection or becoming infected. It was a completely uninformed 

decision. If we had known, we might have thought twice. We were also never 

told to take any precautions when dealing with S s blood. After the 

treatments, it was all played down and we were told that "non Anon B" was 

nothing to worry about. Hepatitis C was not called hepatitis C back then and 

we did not know that there was a risk of being exposed to AIDS as well. We 

were all tested for this. Luckily, we didn't have it. We got the feeling that they 

knew well before they told us as they were constantly testing s is blood. We 

were all tested for AIDS but were never offered a test for hepatitis C. My wife 

got a test a few years ago. She asked for it. 

9. As far as we know,;.-- s-- is only infected with Hepatitis C and not any other 

viruses, but then again we have been warned about a risk of the mad cow 

disease, and this cannot be tested for so it's impossible to know until the 

infected person dies. 

10. The first time that; S~ was told that he had hepatitis C, my wife was not I............: 

present because she was working. Only _S ,and I attended the appointment. 

We found out that he was infected with hepatitis C in the early nineties. We 

received a letter asking us to bring; s to meet with Dr Hayes and it 

mentioned liver problems.; s 'was to be seen by Dr Hayes on 3rd February 

1994. They don't mention hepatitis C in that letter, but it does say "as you 

know, some individuals with haemophilia may have liver problems" when the 

truth is that we didn't know about this because we had never been told 

whether or not haemophiliacs had liver problems and we had definitely never 

been told about hepatitis C or tested for it. At the time of the appointment, I 

was told that - -'s liver function was abnormal and treatment was offered. 

My wife only found out when I came home and told her. She was not happy 

and wanted a second appointment. My wife and I were alarmed. 

11. At the first appointment I don't recall a discussion about the fact that others 

could become/be infected and I didn't even think at that point about the stigma 
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ANONYMOUS 
that would be connected to it. We had our second meeting on 29th March 

1994. We were informed 
- s 

;would have acquired the virus prior to 1985 and 

liver tests indicated mild ongoing hepatitis. We consented to i s being 

treated with Interferon. 

12. I don't think they gave us any information to manage the infection. We had I 

believe to find out on our own. Ask questions. I really cannot remember being 

given any information. I believe my wife got information from the liver trust. 

13. I think that information should have been given to us when he first received 

treatment. In particular, at the time of administering the treatment we should 

have been warned of the risks and we weren't. They knew about the infection 

before we were told. They knew that; s had hepatitis non A/non B and I am 

sure that days after the treatment they must have known that something was 

wrong. 

14. Blood came from prisons including American prisons, where donors included 

drug addicts and prostitutes. The Prison Governors, the drug companies and 

the blood transfusion service were surely making/saving money out of this. 

15. According to the letter it was assumed we knew about liver problems , when 

we didn't. The first letter that we received asking us to bring; - - to the liver 

clinic in 1994 also didn't sound all that urgent. We were not pressed to make 

an appointment, and the appointment could always be rescheduled if it didn't 

suit us. We should have been told long before we were because I think that 

they knew a long time before they told us. They knew that something was 

wrong because they were continuously checking s s liver function. 

wonder how much longer they would have kept this information from us. 

16. We were I believe not told about the risks of others becoming infected as a 

result o> s :,'s infection. My wife was probably the one who mentioned it to 

them. We were only provided with information about treatment and Hep C and 

the liver) $ didn't have a biopsy because it can be dangerous for those with 

bleeding disorders and it is the only 100% way to be sure if/how the liver has 
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25. We had access to the new treatment because we heard about it on TV and 

my wife contacted Professor Hayes to ask about it . He had the year before 

spoken to her about a new cure . He was hoping that haemophiliacs would 

be given access to the treatment as soon as possible, but was unsure as to 

what the pecking order would be.J GRO-B 

GRO-B
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GRO-B 
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33. S ' has received some form of assistance from the Trusts and Funds set up 

to distribute payments. 
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ANONYMOUS 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

GRO-B 

Signed

Dated 31f 
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