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FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OP GRO-B 

I ,! GRO-B I, will say as follows: - 

rrrit 

1. My name is GRO-B My date of birth is GRO-B ;1947. I 

am currently retired. Prior to retirement! GRO-B l ive with my partner 

GRO-B I have two children! GRO-B 

GRO-B

I have a stepdaughter GRO-B

to remove my thymus gland because of the condition I have called 

GRO-B . This was at the Southern General. I was under the care 
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5. It was Dr Nicholas Kennedy who told me more about hepatitis. What he said 

had more to do with treatment and what might happen in the future. I got the 

impression he wasn't there to deal with the psychological impact of what I 

was facing but he was pleasant and amiable. I do feel that the medical 

information given was adequate but I did feel there was a missing link of 

having any support. 
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10. 1 do not believe that there were any issues in terms of consent or been 

treated with or without my consent. 
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13. My liver has been damaged by hepatitis C. I was at the Monklands hospital 

very recently on the Wednesday prior to giving this statement. I get a 

fibroscan every six months. I have not had any biopsies. The fibroscans 

have revealed that I have coarsening and scarring through my liver. I believe 

that it is only when it reaches a certain level that you are considered to have 

cirrhosis of the liver but I am not at that level at this stage. My levels have 

fallen since treatment. I understand my level was at a dangerous level at the 

time of my treatment and could have gone on to the level of cirrhosis. 

too. f -  . . . —. . '! — -
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GRO-B I did the full 12 week course of Sofosbuvir and Daklinza and this was 
.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-; 
successful. 

16.The main difficulty for treatment was the risk of affecting my autoimmune 

condition,; GRO-B . I did try and see if there was anyone else in a 

similar situation to me, but, GRO-B is so rare as I said that it is 

very difficult to find anyone that would be in the same situation. I started 

treatment because I felt I had to take the chance because my liver levels 

were increasing and this was worrying me. Anything that affects the balance 

of my immune system would generally be a huge risk. I had the absolute 

fear of being put on a ventilator again. 
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21. 1 feel that I have constant anxiety with things like specialists, scan results, 

blood tests, treatments as well as other treatments that were available to 

me. I do not think I was an anxious person before, not at all. I feel like most 

of my anxiety is based around my hepatitis C. 

22.When I was at a clinical review I was asked about the stigma. I was asked 

how the stigma affected me and I said that generally I was just relieved at 

the time of when I had the operation to know that what I had was, GRO-B 

GRO-B because it let me know what was wrong. I don't mind people knowing 
.-.-.-.-.-.-.. ---------- ----- ----- ----- ----- -------, 

about my, GRO-B but when I got hepatitis C I didn't tell anyone. I 

feel I have carried the weight of hepatitis C on my shoulders. I'm worried 

that a conversation will lead back to hepatitis C and I have constantly told 

lies about why I have been in hospital. My -RO-B was the sort of get 

out clause I could use as an excuse. 
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GRO-B 
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26.The posts I did not go for what I could have gone for were as a senior 

teacher or a deputy or a head. I felt my job could have led to endless 

opportunities. I was stopped by my fear of drawing attention to myself. I 

worried if anyone found out it would have gone around very quickly. I do not 

think I would have ever got a promoted post with my hepatitis C. When I 

spoke at the clinical review it seemed that anyone with hepatitis C was 

financially affected by hepatitis C. I started working part-time if I was ill and 

that was what happened several times. I job shared due to ill health. This 

has reduced my pension. 

27. I believe, on reflection, that my hepatitis C had an educational effect on my 

children. They really did a lot for me around the house and things like that 

because of my ill health. It was kind of like they were my carers. I can't really 

say if this is entirely down to my hepatitis C or down to my GRO-B 

as well. One son returned to live at home when he was at uni, as I wasn't 

coping. My younger son did not leave home and helped with domestic 

chores. 
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ANONYMOUS 

time she could not have understood the distance I must have put between 

us though she is very supportive now. I believe with my sons this gave them 

more to worry about. I feel that as they only had one parent they were very 

protective of me. I don't doubt it affected them in many ways but they were 

also very supportive. They should have been freer to go focus on their own 

lives in their late teenage years instead of putting my needs first. 

29. My condition had no effect on my mortgage as I got it pre-diagnosis and I 

have never had life insurance. I thought there would have been no chance 

of me getting it because I had hepatitis C. I know in my job I had a death in-

service benefit. As I am now retired, this no longer applies. 

30.1 do get travel insurance if I travel but I do think that the premium is loaded. 

I only get it as and when I go on trips. I can't get yearly cover. Usually I find 

that my travel insurance is double what it cost for my partner at least. 

Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support 

31. In terms of support I would say what was offered was not adequate. I did 

not go looking for help though because of the way I felt about my condition. 

I think if I had had support I may not have had such an issue with my 

condition. The nurses during my treatment were very helpful; I did think that 

to be supportive. 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

32.1 was not very aware of benefits around the time of when I was diagnosed. 

I knew there would be some benefits but I felt that it was a minefield to 

navigate everything on my own. 

33.1 received £20,000 from Skipton fund in 2004. I managed to apply for this 

myself. I did not know anyone else to talk about it. 

WITN2213001_0008 



r S 

37. 1 received a winter fuel allowance from the Caxton fund previously. I didn't 

realise you had to apply every year. 
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ANONYMOUS 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed GR0-B 

Dated
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