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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY 

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B 

I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules 2006 dated 

8th November 2018. 

GRO-B will say as follows: - 

Section 1. Introduction 

1. My name is GRO-B . My date of birth is GRO-B ;1965 and my home address 

is 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

GRO-B 
 

I am GRO-B: 

H wife. I intend to speak about my husband's experience of becoming infected with 

hepatitis C. In particular, the nature of if his illness, how the illness affected him, the treatment 

received and the impact it had on him and our lives together. 

2. H and I have been married for 32 years. 

Section 2. How Affected 
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3. H was born with haemophilia B and contracted hepatitis C as a result of being 

given infected blood products. 

from America and no one knew that they were infected until the early 90s. I do not 

It]H[] iii•- . - • •. 

6. H received the infected blood products at the Royal Infirmary in Glasgow, I know 

one of the doctors who treated him was Professor Lowe. 

8. 1 think it is terrible that my husband was infected with hepatitis C and wonder why the blood 

f . • 

received hepatitis C. He has been tested for HIV, and the test was negative. 

just to let you know, you are infected with hepatitis C". I felt overwhelmed. I cannot 
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12. When first told about the infection, we were just told about the fatigue that my husband 

might experience and that a scan of the liver would be necessary. The doctor knew that 

we had not previously known about the infection and that it was the first time we ever heard 

about hepatitis C. 

R •
illitllli.BI

 T.  Ii!- -IiTWIIkTL- • _ _•• i • - 

-. • a •LI ZSMITiTIit1T1 iTr. 1 ! • - 
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The reason why I am not allowed to give blood is because my partner is infected and I had 

to explain this to the Blood Transfusion Services when they came to my workplace. I have 

never given blood. 

• •' . • f'.iL 11  • • •' f'. •] IIVL iD YL] iMI II 

if and  I iYiIiut iflhii f ! i•• 1. ~. 

• i• •I .:• :i •' is b r:• • 'i o 
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i1IT. • • _ i • _ _ ilL •lii• -• - _ •i!Il7f 

21. His general health went downhill as a result of contracting hepatitis C and eventually he 

got put on the waiting list for a liver transplant, which he had on April 1st 2011. The 

transplant was straightforward and he had been on the waiting list for a year when he got 

it. After a year, however, the new liver started showing traces of hepatitis C. 

..i i .. i  - - it •o n: — • o J • 

allowed •. •.,tI I liii 111• • •' more  :[.Aww1 Il i .1•i 

23. My husband has had five treatments for his hepatitis C, three of which have failed. He has 

just finished his fifth course of treatment, which he will completed in January The first two 

treatments that he had were Interferon and they made him really sick. However, they failed. 

After the first treatment he was cleared for three months and then the hepatitis C 

reappeared. He is now on his fourth treatment and appears to be cleared of hepatitis C, 

but we don't want to celebrate it because the hepatitis C might still reappear and we have 

been there before. He has just finished his fifth treatment which was a six-month treatment 

and was the longest he had ever been on. I do not remember how long the other treatments 

lasted. The third treatment might have lasted three months. His fourth treatment is simply 

tablets that he takes at home and he has to go for blood tests every four weeks. 

24. When the third treatment failed, I asked where we could go from there. I was told that a 

fourth treatment wouldn't be feasible because of the amount of money these treatments 
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cost. This was an obstacle to access to treatment. My husband started to experience more 

fatigue. We had to keep attending doctor appointments. Finally, he was given his fourth 

treatment. We are concerned that if this treatment fails, he will not be offered any more. It 

was the doctors who referred him for the four treatment, but Glasgow Royal Infirmary and 

Edinburgh Royal Infirmary had to agree on this because the cost is high. 

25. There were no treatments which ought to have been made available but were not, at least 

not that we know of. 

•  I ruii rTiittmif 

f: . . f fl f.. f. ..f s # f • f 
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i•n i :• •:r. •ems — •• i •l • i n i • •. 

III 1111! 1[s1II Ii IUI1IYI.T.1[s1. husbandThTuEI*wIt -

Vi i -  f :•: : ••' .• 'f so li ! • n: t •fe. t lo : .

! ` •l o :~'. f it f c 'f .•r : I .: id 

Page 7 of 11 

WITN2281001_0007 



k S] 'd[S1UIi

31. I do not think that care, support or counselling were ever offered to us as a result of H 

contracting hepatitis G. 

33. We received financial assistance from the Skipton Fund. 

34. 1 cannot remember when we found out that financial assistance was available, but I think 

that we found out about it from the Royal Infirmary in Glasgow. 

-• • •. - •" i ill • 11 • - - 
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• •• • 

IS IUII(11 IT ii Es] 1W1151 I] i.Ii*P 

38. There are different criteria that you have to meet in order to qualify for financial assistance, 

became infected. 

which stands for Scottish Infected Support Scheme. This is all run through the National 
f 
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investigations. 

of the Inquiry. 
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Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed GRO-B 

Dated ' `{ ~GJ, \ t . 

Signed .............................................................. Dated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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