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FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B 

GRO-B , will say as follows: - 

1. My name is GRO-B I am a retired; GRO-B . My date of birth 

is the; GRO-B 1954 and my address is known to the Inquiry. I intend 

to speak about my husband of over forty years,. GRO-B: H and 

his infection of hepatitis C. In particular, the nature of his illness, how 

the illness affected him, the treatment he received and the impact it had 

on him and our family life. 
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a year before we met. 

5. It transpires that during H 'i's emergency operation in 1971 he 

received a blood transfusion and was given contaminated blood and as 

a result he was infected with hepatitis C. H has told me that his 

operation took place at the I GRO-B Hospital, GRO-B 
- ----- ----- ----- ---------------, 

L.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.. 

GRO-B 1,. I can provide no other information, as it took place 

before I met him. 
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9. ` H  also said it could be passed on through rough sexual 

intercourse. I questioned; H about it as I believed we were in a 

loving monogamous marriage and did not want to think he had 

cheated on me with anyone else. He told me that the infection could 

also be passed on through blood to blood contact. He received a blood 

transfusion in 2003, during a prostate operation, which reminded me of 

the operation he underwent in 1971, before we met. He told me he 

needed this transfusion in 1971 because he had lost a lot of blood. We 

both came to the same conclusion that this would have been when he 

was infected with hepatitis C. - - then got into contact with the 

liver specialist nurse and asked if this was how he could have got the 

infection. She agreed it was the most likely cause. 

10 In 1987 when I gave birth to my son GRO B I had a difficult birth and 

haemorrhaged. At the time, I had to have a blood transfusion. Five years 

ago I remember it was on the television that people who had been given 

a blood transfusion between certain times could have been infected with 

various infections including hepatitis C and HIV. I went to my local 

doctor's surgery and asked to be tested for this reason. I was tested and 

thankfully I was clear. 

N 

WITN3476001_0003 



He had surgery fifteen years ago for prostate cancer and it wasn't 

and has had his bloods taken on many occasions. It remains a mystery 

why they didn't discover the virus earlier. It is shocking really as H 

now has cirrhosis of the liver which may have been avoided otherwise. 

•
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14 H contracted hepatitis C. I am not aware of him contracting any 

other infections. 

15. 1 have no idea if H was ever treated or tested without his 

knowledge or consent. I have no idea if he was tested or treated for the 

16. When I met, - - in 1973 clearly he had already been infected with 

hepatitis C. As I have stated neither of us knew this till last year. As I 

reflect over the years and our marriage I can now realise that H s 

physical health was greatly impacted.; H ;was always fatigued. He 

was a busy man by nature but always seemed to hit a wall. I know I took 

on the burden of family life as H was always exhausted. He would 

get very short tempered at times with me and our children. This often 

put a strain on our marriage but thankfully we stayed together. I do know 

that H 'i feels he let his family down. 

17. In January of this year; H started treatment for his hepatitis C. It 

was a course of tablets over eight weeks that he had to take. I don't 

believe he suffered any side-effects as a result of the treatment and it 

has been successful at clearing the infection, nevertheless he still has 
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cirrhosis of the liver. 

18 H did not face any obstacles or difficulties in accessing the 

treatment. He was informed it was the newest treatment available. 

19. The effects of H having hepatitis C and the impact the infection 

had on him physically, did effect the whole family, even though none of 

struggled throughout his working life with fatigue. It was frustrating at 

• 

20. 1 am aware of the stigma that is associated with hepatitis C. It is 
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told our adult children, my sister and brother-in-law, but that is all. 
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22. With hindsight,L H I's infection causing him severe fatigue did have 

an impact on his career.; H applied for promotion on a number of 

occasions but was always unsuccessful. He believes that he was 

• d • -•_ . . 

23.As I have mentioned earlier I took on the primary role as main carer for 
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now, but I would say their relationship with their father was affected by 

his mood swings and as a result they are not as close as they should 

be. 
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26 H received a lump sum of £50,000. He also receives £1600 month 

now. 

27 H ;did not face any difficulties or obstacles in applying or obtaining 

the financial assistance. 

financial assistance. 

29.The money that H received has been very welcome. 

Nevertheless, it does not compensate him or our family for the extra 
- ----- ----- ---, 

money we would have received had, H ;gained promotions in his 
-.-. ... -.... .... --- -

work. It has helped relations between H and; GRO-B: s because 
-------------, ----------------------------- ,.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. 

S is a GRO-B He is doing very well and is .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-; 
successful but there are times however when his work can dry up for a 

period.; H is now in a position to help; s financially during 

these periods. I know this has been a great comfort to him as he feels 

that he has let his family down over the years. 
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ANONYMOUS 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement .are true. 

GRO-B 

Dated Apr 2l, 2020 
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