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FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B 

I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules 

2006 dated 15th May 2020. 

I, GRO-B , will say as follows: - 

1. My name isi GRO-B . My maiden name is GRO-B My date 

of birth is the; GRO-B ;1962 and my address is known to the Inquiry. I have 

been married to my husband; GRO-B: H H, GRO-B 
-.-.- -.-.- -.-.- -.-.- -.-.-.-.-.-.- -.-.- -.-.- -.-.- -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.- -.-.- 

-.-.G RO B ----------- ----- ----- ------------------- ----- ----- ----- ------------------- -- 

GRO-B I intend to speak about my husband; H 

GRO-B who was born on the GRO-B 1954 and who contracted 
L .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. 

hepatitis C after receiving a blood transfusion in 1988. I will speak in particular 

about the nature of his illness, how the illness affected him, the treatment he 

received and the impact it had on his and our lives together as a family. 

2. I wish to remain anonymous for this statement. 
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7. Following that phone call we did receive a letter to arrange an appointment. I 

know that; H I went in for an appointment at the Glasgow Royal Infirmary 

but I cannot remember what was discussed when he went in. I cannot 

remember the exact date of this appointment but it would have been a week 

or two after the phone call from the SNBTS. He had the infection explained to 

him a bit more and was given some information about hepatitis C, but I cannot 

say exactly what was said to him. 

4IrniwsJuT11

8. H has not contracted any other infection other than hepatitis C as far as I 

am aware. 

Section 4. Consent 

9. 1 do not believe, H has ever been treated or tested without his knowledge 

or consent. 

10. 1 do not believe; H has ever been treated or tested for the purposes of 

research. 

IL •i r t -. . t . .. r ... 

the infection somehow. There was a lot stress involved in making the kids 
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found out through blood tests; GRO-B that 

he did not have the infection. The worry from the possibility that GRo-B-; could be 
_ -.-.-.-.-. 

infected caused, H a lot of stress though. 

that people associated with drug addicts and we wanted to distance ourselves 

from that association.; H GRO-B 
_._._._._ .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-; 

the stigma had such a big impact on us. 

13. The infection also caused, H j to have mood swings form time to time and 

he would often have issues with his concentration. 

suffered from a great deal of fatigue that still persists even now, he has to 

---------------, 
15. I cannot say for sure whether; H infection led to any further medical 

16. H first treatment was a course of Interferon and Ribavirin though the 

Glasgow Royal Infirmary. I cannot remember exactly when he began that 

treatment or how long the treatment itself was. After he had completed the 

treatment we were told that it had been unsuccessful. That news was 

devastating for us both because of how much it had put; H - through, the 

side effects were absolutely horrific. 

17. H had a second treatment a few years ago that was successful. This 

treatment was also through the Glasgow Royal Infirmary but I cannot 
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remember what it was called or how long the treatment was. I think there was 

a gap of around two years between, - - first and second treatments. I .-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-, 
remember the treatment being described to us as one with a very high success 

rate. After he had completed the treatment he was tested and it was shown 

he had cleared the virus. 

19. 1 do not believe there were any other treatments that could have been made 

available to H that he was not offered. 

20. H first treatment with Interferon and Ribavirin was terrible for him. He 

would suffer from really bad fatigue, almost all the time. The fatigue that he 

already dealt with just got so much worse. The aches and pains in his joints 

21. That first treatment had quite a serious effect on his mental health. He would 

--
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himself and that was very difficult for him. 

22. Throughout; H first treatment, he suffered from an underactive thyroid 

and that caused a lot of his fatigue. I believe his treatment caused the 

thyroid the treatment caused and takes Levothyroxine daily to treat it. 

23. H second treatment did not cause as many problems as Interferon and 

Ribavirin. There was some stress and worry about whether it work but there 

were not any severe side effects like this first round of treatment. 

24. During the time; H ; still had the infection, he would sometimes have to tell 

dentists or doctors about his infection so they could take the necessary 
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hepatitis C. It was just there for everyone to see and that was very 

embarrassing for him. He would say sometimes that he felt the doctors or 

dentists would almost look down on him after he told them about his infection. 

They couldn't have known that he contracted the infection through infected 

blood but that doesn't justify their attitude. 

through so much mentally and physically, it was really hard to watch. Our 

social life really suffered because, H I wouldn't be able to drink alcohol 

without getting really unwell and that limited the kind of things we could do. 

The infection made it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to get health or travel 

insurance and that meant arranging holidays became a huge stress. 

Sometimes I would have to go on holiday; 
GRO-B____________ 

because it was so difficult for; H to get the insurance he needed to go 

abroad. 

26. Our children seemed to have coped okay with, H ! infection. I have asked 

them about it and they say they can remember how unwell he was and how 

often he had to go to the hospital and things like that. I think they've processed 

threatening virus. 
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an effect financially, he wasn't off that often but those were days he was 

29. We were lucky enough that when; H did have to rely on SSP, I was still in 

fulltime employment so that covered some of the shortfall. It was still quite a 
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the circumstances of how someone contacted the virus. It didn't matter that 

H had been in fulltime employment his whole life, they weren't interested. 

H infection meant his financial status didn't count for anything. 

•ff 

32. H did not face any difficulties in accessing treatment, care or support 

because of his infection. 
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37. One issue that we have had difficulties with over the years, is getting 

companies don't want to touch the situation, it's terrible. We have to make 
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ANONYMOUS 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

GRO-B 
Signed[

Dated Oct 15, 2020 
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