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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY 

WRITTEN STATEMENT OFI GRO-B 

I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry 

Rules 2006 dated 281 January 2019. 

GRO-B I, will say as follows: - 

Section 1. Introduction 

1. My name is GRO-B I. My date of birth is GRO-B 

1962 and my address is known to the Inquiry. I am a retired GRO-B I 

intend to speak about my infection with hepatitis C that led to liver failure 

and ultimately caused me to have to have a liver transplant in December 

2009. In particular, the nature of my illness, how the illness affected me, 

the treatment I received and the impact it had on me and my family. 

2. I can confirm that I have appointed Thompsons Solicitors for this matter. 

I do wish to be anonymous. 

Section 2. How infected 
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3. On I GRO-B 11984 1 had to have an emergency caesarean after I gave 

birth to my daughterGRO-B I had the caesarean at GRO-B 

GRO-B I have anaemia and during the operation, it became 

necessary for me to have a blood transfusion. I received four units of blood. 

I was not advised by a doctor after the operation that I had received a 

transfusion. I was given this information by a nurse who told me that this 

was the standard procedure. 

4. I was never told by Dr McKay or any of the medical team, before or after the 

operation about the risks of being exposed to any potential infection from 

receiving a blood transfusion. 

5. As a result of being given contaminated blood I was infected with hepatitis 

C. 

-----------------------------------------------
GRO-B: I Y#I.1!IIIUitl 1Ti1VIIi9
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of me passing the infection onto my daughter or husband or provided with 

any advice to prevent this. 
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and cementing our family. 

13.Almost immediately after I was given the blood transfusion I felt extremely 

unwell for one year. Physically, I was absolutely exhausted. Mentally I 

became very depressed. I was irritable and irrational. It was hard for my 

husband as we had a young baby. I remember my mum saying that I had 

become a different person because of my mood swings. After this, I became 

used to how I was feeling, but the symptoms never went away. 

14.After my diagnosis in the mid-1990s, my own GP referred me to Dr Rose at 

Ayr Hospital who sent me for a liver biopsy. This procedure was very painful 

and uncomfortable. The results came back showing that the hepatitis C had 

attacked my liver and that it had scarring on it. 

15. Dr Rose suggested that I start treatment to clear it. He prescribed me 

Interferon that I had to inject into my stomach every day. It was horrendous, 

my stomach was covered in bruises. The side-effects from this treatment 

were also horrendous. I felt like I had been hit by a steamroller. I had the 

worst flu like symptoms ever. Physically, I looked terrible, I had big black 

shadows under my eyes. I would wake up in the middle of the night shivering 

and feeling cold butGRo-Bwould touch me and say I was red hot. Mentally I 

was extremely depressed and very irritable. I hated injecting myself, 

because I knew how ill I would be afterwards. It got so bad I eventually 

couldn't inject myself any more. I then had to go and see the practice nurse 

GRO-Bat my GP surgery to inject me. 

16. It was a really bad time in my life. I wasn't happy with Dr Rose at all. I didn't 

feel he was looking after me properly. I was supposed to see him every 

twelve months, but sometimes it was eighteen months before I saw him 

between appointments. When I went on treatment for hepatitis C, I only 

managed it for eight or nine weeks before it was stopped. Dr Rose told me 

that he didn't think that one single treatment would sort things for me and 

he felt that eventually I would need a cocktail of drugs, which in the end was 

correct. Dr Rose was not a Hepatologist, he was a Gastroenterologist with 
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acceptable. In my opinion I would have died if I had not referred myself to 

Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. 

19. In 2004 1 was offered another treatment for hepatitis C. I saw Cathy Scott 
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hepatitis C there was nothing much to live for. 

20.1 was only on the treatment for eight weeks. I was attending my local GP to 

have my bloods taken regularly. After eight weeks I was told that Cathy Scott 

had instructed that I come off the treatment as there was a problem with my 

bloods, again the treatment was not working. 

21.1 staggered on for a few years, very ill and very depressed. My sister;GRo-B 

was constantly phoning Dr Bathgate's secretary at Edinburgh Royal 

Infirmary to try and get me an appointment. In September 2009 I had an 

assessment week at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary where all manner of tests 

were carried out. At the end of the week, Professor Hayes came to my 

bedside and told me that I was a candidate for a liver transplant. I remember 

the following month I was very unwell physically. I was constantly in and out 

of Crosshouse Hospital to get my stomach drained as I was filling up with 

fluid. Mentally I was very depressed and anxious about whether a donor 

would be found. In October 2009, I was advised that I was in the final stages 

of liver failure. It was a very stressful time. 

22. On 2 December, 2009. I received a phone call at home from the Edinburgh 

Royal infirmary to say that they were sending an ambulance, as they had a 

liver for me. I was absolutely terrified and delighted at the same time. I 

remember being quite emotional. Everything happened quite quickly after 

that. I had the transplant that day. The liver transplant was a success and I 

had a good recovery. I was very lucky. I was discharged on 16th December, 

2009, but of course, I still had hepatitis C. 

23.1 was going back and forth over the next few years to be monitored at the 

hospital. I remember sometime in 2014 I saw Dr Bathgate. He told me that 

there was a treatment in America. When this became available in the UK, 

he immediately referred me to Dr Rose's department in Ayr. Due to my 

previous experience with Dr Rose, I asked not to attend there so he referred 

me to Dr Sam Allen in November 2015 at the Blood Borne Virus Clinic in 

Crosshouse Hospital. I was advised that the new treatment for hepatitis C 
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effects with this treatment. Perhaps the occasional headache. The 

treatment was a success and I felt like a new woman. 
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to attend hospital due to my ascites, no matter the time of my appointment, 

I would be kept waiting until I was the last patient of the day. This was 

because of the hospital's anxieties of cross contamination. It is very 

upsetting to think about this, even now. 

of my life. I had known him since I was fifteen. I have never remarried. 

F 7 

GRO-B 
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promiscuity and intravenous drug use. Throughout my illness I didn't tell 

anyone about my infected status. I did tell my immediate family but that was 
--- ------------------- ----- ----- ---------------5 

all. I remember Dr Rose tested GRO-B ]for the infection after 

my diagnosis, fortunately they came back negative. Nevertheless, I felt 

soiled, dirty and contaminated. I didn't tell anyone else I had the infection. I 

eventually told my sister, but I could tell she embarrassed about it. I only 

told; GRO-B at the point of my liver transplant. ; GRO-B 

GRO-B 
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finished work that I had too much time on my hands which is when I started 

Section 7. Financial assistance 

34. Dr Rose advised me that I was entitled to get financial assistance from the 
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advising that I was in fact entitled to a stage 2 payment as I had developed 

cirrhosis. He sent me a form to fill in and Professor Hayes then endorsed it 

and sent it off to the Skipton Fund. This would have been in 2003/2004. 

35. In 2004 I received a lump sum from the Skipton Fund of £20,000. A few 

years later, I received a phone call from the Skipton Fund to tell me I was 

entitled to a further lump sum and quarterly payments. I received £25,000 

and I chose to receive quarterly payments of £3687.25. I believe this amount 

could have been spread out monthly. I do remember I also received a fuel 

payment of £500 from the Caxton fund. In 2008 I was awarded £2225 a 

month from the Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme, which I continue 

to receive now. 

36.The process of applying for financial assistance was straightforward and I 

did not encounter any preconditions to my application. 

37.1 am very grateful for the money I have received. It enables me not to have 

to worry about paying the bills. It does not however compensate me for not 

being capable of working full-time and earning a full-time wage in my 

lifetime. It doesn't compensate me for the years I have lost, for the 

confusion, the suffering and not managing. It completely changed me as a 

person. 

Section 8. Other issues. 

38.1 asked Dr Rose where I had got the blood transfusion from and if they had 

the batch numbers in my records. He advised that he could not locate any 

batch numbers in my records, which leads me to believe that pages must 

have been removed at some point. 
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Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

G RO-B 
Signed; 

Dated Nov 4, 2020 
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