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FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF[ _._._._,_._._GRo-B._._._._._._._.. 

I, GRO-B , will say as follows: 
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I was going to be tested as well but I had a breakdown 21 years ago and 

refuse to go near a doctor now. 

5, For I W it was her doctor, GRO-B 

who is recently retired, who gave her the information about the virus. She 

get treatment. They explained that treatments were much better than what 

they used to be like. She went to the Western General and she saw the 

consultant and a very nice nurse called Sarah, who was fantastic. LYVJ 
took her medical records with her when she went and the consultant 

reviewed them and asked her, "Where did you get this information about 

the blood transfusion relating to the incident in 1977?". W ;explained that 

she had recovered these records previously and the consultant said, "Keep 

a copy of this, this information, it is really hard to come by, it's like gold dust, 

A lot of people will not get this, so keep it in a safe place'; which we have. 
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because the consultant had asked by her chance "Why do you keep 
scratching so much?", that this all came out. They did not test her 
straightaway either, they kept an eye on it and it felt like they finally tested 
her for hepatitis C as an afterthought. When she found out that she been 
diagnosed with this, the consultant came back and said to her "You've got J 
hepatitis C"and threw a cloth down at her and said "You clear that up" when 
she had the blood test. He would not go near her. She felt really violated by 
this and it was incredibly distressing. This was a consultant at the Royal 
Infirmary Edinburgh. He told her that they would refer her on for treatment 
at the Western General but because she had been so close to giving birth 
she put it all off for a number of months. I believe it was four months before 
she went for treatment. She was breastfeeding you see and this was her 

8. W .had a standard eye test at GRO-B 
_._._._._._._.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. _._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._. 

GRO-B a year before her diagnosis and in this test it 
was revealed that there were changes in her eyes and that she had to go 
and get her cholesterol checked. This concerned; W a lot, which she did 
and her cholesterol levels were fine. There have been a few times in her 
past medical history when she has had tests done and her liver levels had 
been elevated. Sarah at the hospital told W ;that this really should have 
been picked up on then as otherwise she was healthy. It is unclear why her 
liver levels were elevated but not picked up on in previous tests. 
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three daughters and they were all fed the same way and the other two were 

fine. When she was crawling about when she was getting a bit older, she 

would complain that she would have pain in her knees. We took her to the 

doctor and they said maybe she was just attention seeking but now we 

wonder. She grew out of this and she became the tallest child out of her 

class however. She played football for Edinburgh Schools, she ran 

marathons, she was the fittest member of our family. As a baby, we took 

her to the hospital with random nosebleeds that would not stop and we have 

subsequently found out that these were all symptoms of hepatitis C. 

10. The way the results were communicated was standard for .__.W As soon 

as she walked into her appointment with her GP, she was told straightaway. 

11. For D it was shameless that the consultant threw a cloth at her, 

especially when she had just found out that she had this infection. 

Regardless of how she was infected, she was infected and it was fairly poor 

to do that to her. 

12. The consultant made the recommendation to D ;that everyone should 

go and get checked which was the advice she was given and led to W 
diagnosis. 

Section 3. Other Infections 

13. Neither W nod D  have received any other infections other than the 

hepatitis C as far as I'm aware. 

14. The hospital did not tell L_._W ._._when she received a blood transfusion in 

l.1 
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consent. No one ever asked us, no one ever said anything. I remember 

consent. I was just about to go home when [_._ D_._._ was born and I was told 

by the midwife that she was just being kept in the nursery overnight, she 

was just a wee bit off colour and to go home. That was the Friday night and 

by the Saturday morning when I was back up early, I discovered she had 

had a blood transfusion. 

16. The first information we got was when we recovered 1 W medical 

records and that is when we found the full extent out of the blood 

transfusion. The information was definitely not adequate for;  D 

did not even know that she had had a blood transfusion until l W told her 

and we were not told at the time. 

17. I do not believe that either_._.W_._.or D ;have been tested for the purposes 

of research. 

8ect1«n  5. Im t 

1$. I have been working in I GRO-B ;for 36 years. When the recession hit, it hit 

us very badly. L._.w._. went out to get a job to help us out. A couple of years 

later, she then had to stop working and sign off sick because of the 

treatment. She has attempted to return to work in February 2017 but she 

has had to go part-time because she is so exhausted. I have been quite 

stressed as well, I am depressed now. _._. W_._.worries that something will 

happen to her liver now in the future. She will not go out and enjoy herself 

anymore with a drink or anything. There is a lot of tension between us now 

as well, we argue a lot more than we ever did before she was diagnosed. 

w ;has changed a lot, we snap at each other for everything, she has a 

habit of repeating herself over and over which sets us off arguing. She 

cannot sleep anymore which is in relation to the treatment. She was warned 
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that her sleep would get a lot worse after the treatment because of the 

effects that it has. As a consequence, she now has to take a lot of sleeping 

tablets to manage this. She only takes them when she really needs them 

though, the tablets are called Zopiclone. 

19. For D she is really stressed. She is terrified people will find out, given 

the area of work that she works in, which I will not disclose in this statement, 

she is terrified it will come out. She has gotten herself into a terrible state 

about this Inquiry, she was worried that her children could be infected by 

her and she went into quite a rant about it. She said that was going to blow 

her top if they were. They were not though. She is quite highly strung. She 

can blow up about things quite easily now. I keep her updated on what is 

going on with the Inquiry and anything that comes up I will say to her and 

ask her if she wants to know. Sometimes she does want to know what's 

going on. She thinks for some crazy reason that if she gets involved in this 

inquiry her name is going to be put in the papers and have lots of things 

published against her. I have told her that she can provide a statement and 

remain anonymous if she wishes, but she has not yet taken me up on this 

offer. 

20. For W ' after she was diagnosed, the consultant asked if w ;had any 

other conditions. w ;mentioned that she had asthma and the consultant 

asked her when she was diagnosed with this. _._W 'said about six years 

after she received the blood transfusion which caused the consultant to 

raise his eyebrows and ask for more detail. We asked if this was related 

and the consultant said "We do not know, it could be, we just don't know', 

She uses an inhaler twice a day now and uses it throughout the day if she 

feels a bit wheezy, but she finds it is quite manageable. She has never had 

an asthma attack. There was also another incident where I remember in 

1996 when we tried to go on holiday and; W ;was bleeding spontaneously 

quite seriously and we don't know why this was. We thought that maybe 

she was having another miscarriage but we went to hospital and she was 

checked and everything was fine, we never received an explanation for this, 
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21. We are not aware of any other complications for L.__ D other than what 

happened with her teeth. 

22. w started treatment in September 2016 to February 2017 and she 

stayed off work. She went back to work after she completed treatment and 

then she was starting to get really tired. She had to go to sleep straight 

away after work as she was just exhausted. She told her employer that she 

was going to have to work part-time, as she could not cope with it anymore. 

Previously she had broken one of her toes but she had never had any other 

problems with them prior to treatment. Now she has arthritis in her big toe, 

it gets extremely painful. She had only started working in the job for a year 

and a half before she started but her employer was okay. Skipton or Caxton 

made up her wages when she went onto half pay, as she needed this 

assistance, and finally she was declared clear from the virus. Things for us 

though haven't improved even after she was declared clear. W ;and I 

used to do a lot together but now we end up bickering over anything. A lot 

of the times she will say she is too tired, she never had this problem before 

the treatment. If she lies down, I have to wake her up now, which is quite 

significant. When she was on the treatment, she would have to take 8 or 9 

pills a day. I would often have to check the amounts that she was taking 

because she was not taking the right doses or the right pills at times due to 

brain fog that she experienced. I remember one time I was not there so she 

took the wrong dose. She phoned the hospital and asked what should she 

do and they thought it would be fine. It became a running joke that W

would forget everything at one point but this was a consequence of the 

treatment. 

23. L 0 was on a short course of treatment once-a-day. The thing I find quite 

strange is that the treatments were very successful for the condition and it 

was only a few months that these treatments came in before L W ;and 

D were diagnosed. I often wonder if the doctors knew that they were 

infected and were waiting to tell them once treatment was available. If 
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had been discovered. 

has completely stopped. She has been told that everything is fine though, 

but she still has this worry. She was on ribavirin and two other medications 

but I do not know the names of these medications. 

25. At the Western General Edinburgh, for; W there were no obstacles. With

D _ l she delayed her own treatment as she was breastfeeding and then 

she was on an eight week course of treatment and is now declared 

26. Everything was as it is. It was the best treatment that they had available for 

both of them. 

27 D was fine in treatment, I think in her case the levels were taking their 

time to come down but she was determined, no matter what, to go through 

with the treatment in full. She would describe it as feeling dirty; she could 

not believe it had been in her blood for so many years. 

28. D ;does not want to tell her friends; she is terrified something is going 

to come out at her work. She feels dirty, she goes out much less now than 

she used to. We used to have a laugh because ._._._.D._._._. would call the 

weekend her chill nights, she would have her glass of wine and crisps. Now 

she does not drink at all. For ._._.W._. she used to be really outgoing, we have 

been together since we were kids so we used to look forward to the point 

w 
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where our kids would be grown up and the grandchildren and things would 

come about. Now; W ;does not have the same outlook, she is really 

snappy and repeats herself over and over. This drives me insane. We have 

been together for a long time but it was never like this before we found out 

she was ill. She is also quite paranoid as well now and incredibly forgetful 

to the point of madness. 

29. W tells people who are close to her about the infection, but she would 

hate the thought of it being broadcast. She does not mind telling her close 

family though; there is no other stigma that has applied to this, .__.D_._._. 

however thinks everyone is going to judge her, so it is just her husband and 

immediate that family know. Her doctor told her "Just don't tell anyone about 

the infection", which I think emotionally has affected her and allowed for a 

fear inside her to grow. 

30. I used to be constantly working. Now, I just send workers out and stay here. 

I feel like it takes too much out of me, especially with ._.__W._._. I am getting 

flashes now, but I hate the thought of having flashes while workers are out 

us. 

31. D '1has her own business which I will not disclose for this statement and 

she also previously worked with. GRO_B___.___.__ many years ago after 

she graduated from university. When we originally found out she was 

infected, she wondered if she had contracted the virus from GRO B_.__._. 

`GRO-Bbut it was when I said to her "No, you had the blood transfusion" that 

II 
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32. W ;had to give up work for six months while she underwent the treatment. 

She is a GRO-B

GRO-e 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

She has now returned to 

this on a part-time basis. She had originally taken this job to help us through 

a financial crisis when the recession happened in 2007, so this led to a 

financial burden for us, but we did get assistance from either the Skipton or 

the Caxton fund. 
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mechanism was to carry a small flask of whiskey around with me. I would 
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Now I find I am getting really anxious again and returning back to this little 
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Section .6. Treatment/Care/Support. 
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own mental health issues that I dealt with in 2013. We have lived decent 

Li i Ii tI • • «'. - • 
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going to be for. This will go into our bank account on the 15th December 

2018 and will be backdated to September. At the point of providing this 

statement, I do not know what the payment will be. 

38. L._._ __._.;received £50,000 and got a heating allowance but she would not 

apply for anything else as her husband's income and her income are too 

high. 

40. 1 am not money orientated but I feel the Government/NHS were giving no 

support previously. For example, now w.__. gets £461 a month from the 

Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme. What about the money she would 

have received if she had been told 40 years ago? They are 40 years too 

late. 
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Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed  GRO-B 

Dated I !S 
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