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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF, GRO-B

[,  GRO-B | will say as follows:-

Section 1. Introduction

1. My name is; GRO-B | |was bornoni GRO-B  [1963. | live alone at, GRO-B |
' GRO-B
2. | make this statement with regard to my fatheré GRO-B: F lvvho was infected with

contaminated blood products and died onEr GRO-B [1992. He was infected with Human

Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and Hepatitis C (HCV). My sister, GRO-B Ehas also

made a statement.

3. This statement has been prepared without the benefit of access to my father's full medical

records

Section 2. How Affected

4. My father was a severe haemophiliac, Type A.

5. | have tried to trace his medical records but have been unable to recover any. [oros]

GRO-B ‘Consultant Haemotologist ati_ 'GRO-B Hospital has confirmed

to me by telephone that his medical records had been destroyed.
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............

GRO-B | | remember we used to go with him to Lewisham. Dad

had trouble finding his veins so he didn’t regularly home administer.

Factor VIIl in 1982/1983 at{ GRO-B EHospitaI. | remember that it was around this time that

Rsmimimsmimamimmimsmssn)

he had been bed bound and generally unwell.

8. He was constantly asked to have blood tests but he did not know what the tests were for.
He thought they were for check ups, but we now know this isn't the truth. In 1985 they told
him he was infected with HIV and we later found out he was co-infected with HCV. We are

not sure if my father ever new he had HCV. He didn’'t seem to be told anything.

1992 of Bronchopneumonia, Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
(AIDS) and Haemophilia.

Section 3. Other Infections.

10. | am not aware of any other infections.

Section 4. Consent

11. My father was treated and tested without any consent or knowledge of what was occurring.
He was asked to give regular blood tests but was not told why. He thought that this was a
normal procedure for his haemophilia. | believe that he was deceived into giving blood for
testing and then information was withheld until such time he was so ill that it could not be

covered up.
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Section 5. Impact

12.My father went to GRO-B in Kent which was a boarding school for disabled

children. He was there for the whole of his schooling life. He met my mum there and they

mother but when| GRO-B was 18 she moved in with our father.

13.He would often have bleeds but he went through periods where he was better. He seemed
to have a lot more treatment when we were younger so | do think as medical science got
better the treatment was more effective. When we were kids he was always in hospital but
as we got older he appeared to be in hospital less for bleeds. As | do not have my father’'s

medical records | am unable to say what products he was treated with.

14.My father's quality of life was completely destroyed for the 9 years that he suffered after
being infected. He received very little support for his condition. Between 1987 and 1992 he
required 24 hour care. He suffered terribly and was unable to cope with the Haemophilia
and the bleeds that he suffered on top of the symptoms he suffered with his HIV.

15.1 do not really remember when | was told of his infection; he was pretty good at keeping
things from me. | think | was told around the same time as he told §_I39__l§_| [ was in a new
relationship in or about 1985. My father really liked my boyfriend and we very quickly in our
relationship decided to take up an opportunity to work in Hong Kong. | do think that
because of our move my Dad kept a lot of what was going on from me. Aithough | knew he
had the illness | do not think that | fully appreciated it would take his life. If | had known |

may have changed my decision to go overseas.

16.Dad gave me away on my wedding day in 1989. It was a beautiful day but after this he
became very ill.

17. In 1991 | moved to Canada with my husband. | came home 6 times between then and
when he died and each time | would see his condition deteriorate. My father was a very
proud man and he really did not want us to see what he was going through. | feel that he
was particularly secretive with me as he did not want to interfere with my life. My sister

cared for him wholly.
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18.Whilst | was in Canada | studied at the University of Columbia to become a Realtor.

Unfortunately | had to miss a number of lectures when | travelled back to London to see my
father. Every time he got sick | would travel back; in fact the airline got to know me and

was extremely good to me being very sympathetic and even upgrading my flight.

19.Between 1985 and 1987 | do remember the stigma attached to AIDS. | remember that
every year we would go with my father to his school reunion. | could not believe the way he
was freated by them; they did not want to be with or near him because they thought they
would be infected. This destroyed his soul as he had always been a person who made
everyone laugh but they did not want to know him; they ignored his calis. Whilst there was

not much physical change at this time the emotional changes were clear to see.

20. My father never got to see my children. My husband and | adopted children; our first child
in 1994, and our second child in 1996.

21.1 feel very regretful that we were not given the information as a family about the affect the
illness would have on Dad; it would certainly have changed the decisions | made in my life.
We did not know the illness would come crashing down on him and | don’t think he knew
either. We couldn’t do a bucket list for him or anything. He never travelled overseas and
he could have if we had been provided the information, support and knowledge by the

government or health service.

22.1 remember that my father was very poorly on his 50" birthday in 1991 and it was the
following year that he died. He looked terrible. He went yellow before his death and we
were told he had cirrhosis of the liver; liver cancer. He was too ill for treatment at this

stage.

23.He suffered severely with weight loss and had no appetite. His organs began to fail. He
suffered from mouth sores, chest pains, stomach cramps, urine infections, loss of breath,

hair loss, weight loss and skin sores. He became angry and difficuit to be around

Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support

24.My sister has made a statement for the Inquiry; she was Dad’s full time carer.
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25.1 remember that my father was unable to get treatment for cataracts due to his condition.
He was also unable to have dental treatment and suffered painfully as a result.

26.He was not offered any counselling or psychological support that | am aware of.

Section 7. Financial Assistance

27.0ur father was registered with the MacFarlane Trust, (his number was 1135). He received a
very smail amount of money before he died in 1992. Since his death we registered with the
Skipton Fund and received two payments; Stage 1 £20,000 in May 2015 and Stage 2
£50,000 in June 2015 which my sister and | split equally.

28. After the Penrose Inquiry we understood that there was an additional £10,000 that we could
claim but we understand that this was only given to an infected person or their spouse. We
objected to this but did not get anywhere. | wrote letters to claim but this was not

successful.

29.We tried to get what Dad was entitled to as he would have expected us to do that but we
were unsuccessful. | do believe that this was discriminatory. Whilst Dad was a single man

he stili had a family to support and was also infected in the same way.

30. My father was a car mechanic but he had to give up work because of his illness. He then
bought and sold cars to support us but when he became ill he relied on benefits. He was

renting his house,| GRO-B iand he was approached by the Council to buy it from

them at a reasonable price but he did not have enough money.

31.We have had no other financial help. We received no financial assistance with the funeral.

Section 8. Other Issues

32.1 feel passionate about getting justice for our father. | think the government must be held

accountable not only in their negligence but for the apparent cover up as well. | also feel

5
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that there has been a fack of suppord My fainer hes 3 fo Wiy been eompensaied
adequaiely Yor tha rag ¢ way :n which ne los! his lite

34 § know that no ameunt &f monay can amaust for the loss of our father but | fel thal we
have lost out financatly as cuf father supporied us and cur chidren nave lost ol toa. My
talhae wos BwaYys vtked about whet would hapeen to my gister whin he was goene; he
1§t 18 fide through 1he negigence and’er erinvinal 8ctions of the Natipna! Healh Sorvice

Anonymity, disclosure and redaclien

34.1 would tre to apply for enonymily Byt undarsiand that this statament Wit be disclosad fa
and published by the Ingquiry. | would e to giva avidance i | am called by the Inquiry te do
50

Statemend of Truth

i baiove thal the facis stated is this witness stalemant e twe.

GRO-B

Dated......! S /r/MQCJQGI‘}
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