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“was given contaminated blood and...died in 1991 with AIDS, Hepatitis:Bwtgd Hepatigis C. kst
death ripped my family apart and to this day the effects are still there.”

Her children lead

“compromised lives compared to the ones they should have led. | have severe financial
difficulties to this day, despite doing everything possible to help myself recover from a
wrecked career as a...teacher, followed by retirement at 50 on a tiny pension. Since then |
have worked in hospitals, but following three major surgeries in seven years have now more

or less retired.
| have been campaigning for thirty years for truth and justice”.
Those are two crucial elements that we must discuss today: truth and justice.
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Anna Turley (Redcar) (Lab/Co-op)

| appreciate the hon. Gentleman’s generosity in giving way, and | share his concern about the
impact on spouses. My constituent Mr Thomas Farrell was given 11 units of contaminated
blood in 1989, and tested positive for hepatitis C nine years later. One of his biggest fears is
that his wife will not have the security of knowing that she can pay the mortgage should he
pass away before her. Does the hon. Gentleman agree with me that bereaved partners and

spouses should have security and proper financial support for the rest of their life?

Share

Peter Heaton-Jones

| absolutely agree that we must look beyond those whose are immediately affected
personally by the health effects of contaminated blood, and take account of the effects on

their wider families and loved ones. | shall say more about that later.

Truth and justice are what this is all about, and I believe that we have reached a stage at
which we really could deliver both. The Government’s consultation is under way; the Under-
Secretary of State for Health, my hon. Friend the Member for Battersea (Jane Ellison), Friend

made her announcement in January; and there is now a groundswell of public opinion. Those
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