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- patients of mine for many years. '~ - : IR ¢
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| [GROA] first saw me when he was a baby.  ‘He came 'to hospital with . b
vhat Was thought to be meningitis, but it rapidly became' apparent that o o L1
he had haemophilia, and that his symptoms were due to bleeding in' the’central ‘

nervous system and spinal cord. He was successfully treated; but the. = = -
illness left hi ith_a weakness of"EIZ§§§§§§iE_€SGEI“ESHEro1 and some:
clumsiness, Over the years these symptoms have improved enormously, but v
three years ago he also developed fits. They have been successfully- = . -
~controlled with drugs, and his main problem now is that his judgement .~ . .
is not as good as it should be and he is a. little clumsy, + Hestill: i "o
gets occasional haemophilic bleeds in the’ subcutaneous tissues, muscles '~
and joints, but has no serious problems with any systems outside the ;
central neérvous system. He is a bright, cheerful boy to ‘talk to: he takes

a keen interest in what goes on, and intellectuaily_has‘managed well at a '1 [f

e avwp

normal primary and jupior school,’
o -~ ™His younger brotherGRO-Aiwas diagnosed at an early age as we .7 . fof
\ ‘ - looked for the disease oncé it had been recognised in; GRO-A i. {GRO-A] is R
a more ebullient personality, and over the years has suffered several 5
bleeds into the right knee joint, with the result that he now has a chronic: S
arthritis of the joint which will not straighten fully. - From time to time o §
he has further bleeds into this damaged joint, each of which must further ' . . -‘

make a slight and additional damage to the ‘joint, He has ho central . _ 2
nervous system disease, and although he has had 'more bleeds in other joints By
than his brother, the knee has bérné’the'brunt‘of*the'damagé‘and is the o
main problem. He too goes to a mormal school. : - T

Recently,‘thé} (3R0§A iand their mother HBs been left td‘
look after them, together with their young sister. She has been giving them
injections, bringing them to hospital. for clinic visits, physiotherapy and

......................

emergency treatment, | GRO-A | is now due .to transfer to a secondary school, _
The boys' present schéol is on one floor and they have been able to go there ' .
on crutches or in a wheelchair if necessary. . In changing to a secondary ..
school the boys will have to travel further, and mix in a larger and less
sheltered environment. They will not be as-easily able to go if they have :
had a recent bleed. They are both capable of going to a normal school as = i .7
their problems are mainly intermittent, but' the school needs to be O Iy R
physically suitable. For instance, they will need to be able to get about
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- long or too tiring,

ey

‘on crutches or in a wheelchair from time to time. Smaller schools where

‘the staff can make sure the children are not being knocked over in"'the
rush to different classropms.jfThe %purney to school should not be too

, " In my opinion there is no secondéry school in | GRO-A Lwhich ié“
. suitable for them, Furthermore, ¢ GRO-A ;

2

responsibility of looking after ttws bolsterous lads who need regular- ;. .
hospital and medical attention, and frequent intravenous,injections of
special products to treat their bleeding episodes, -is toe much for their.
mother to cope with unassisted. We have already had once to admit the

boys to hospital to give the mother a rest as there is no-one else who

can care for them, - Consequently, after discussions with the family, I have
come to the conclusion that their needs are best met by education‘at a -

boarding’ school,

Unfortunately, there is no suifable boarding schoolvnéarby. In -
their case, haemophilia raises problems which can only be met in a school
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with suitable facilities, In this country there are two such schools, ‘and

and long”terﬁ'probléms,of the disease, Such facilities are available
nowhere ‘else in the country, ' Although there are other boys under my care
with the disease in normal and special schools, bOthiresidentiaLkand day -
schools, none presents quite the same combination of problemétaS’theseftwo v g
brothers,;gnd.l consider that no. other school is Teally suitable for

Fori(;RO- iy We are forced to make avdecision'nOW'about"hiSTedpcation!7as .
. the Lord Mayor Treloar'College‘iswthe only school which can‘provide the.

together aSithey can helpgeach'other. Ty

out, - If this ig so,”I:shduid‘prefeﬂEEb

residential school rather than to go t6 3
As a short term arrangement the Chilg
at West Kirby might be suitable,
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ilities he needs,. We will ‘have to make the ‘same decision ‘ff1§ fJ ‘i |
in two years' time, It is preferable-for‘both poys'tque';; : Q*jns?:‘

. Director;of;Haemophilia‘Cehtre}”‘"‘V

them, "~
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