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Dr W 3 Obenk, x.I., 1(.a.1 3.ch. 
Department of Bealtb and Social Sec rit7 

blexsnier Fleming Ecase, 
Elephant and Castle 
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Dear Dr Obank 

In my capacity as Hsesopbilia 
Centre Director I write to aak for 

the 

Departaent¼ recognition of wcastle as a S:ecial Treatment 
Centre. 

In w -recent memorandum (Dr Biggs and Dr 
Riasa 3.1.72.) it was suggested 

that 2heffield, Y.anchester red Oxford be the 
Spect&l 

t ent Cettre's
for Tn mad, and I unders 

that %dinb aeh, 
allatsgow 

 
sal are 

similarly recognised by their 

Several years ago 

bt a Xeeting of the :ivoastle 
Regional Board attended by medical 

advisors and medical rspreseatatt e5 
of the Board it e intot he~una>inous 

wish of those present that 9
eveastls should develop ecial 

Treatment Centre. 

The !evcastle Centre at the 
Royal Victoria Infirmary bast in 

spite of 

financial and staffing problems, a 
long record of service to 

biemophilic 

patients from the Region. It■ position has recently bean 
reaffirmed by 

the Regional Hospital Board and it is 
partly because of the 

developoants 

that are now in 
propose and partly because of the large cons

idarea a population we serve that we would welcome sped 
ial 

by the Dwpartmant, 

eta laid down in the 
Biggs and Rizta 

r omndwsa As senior pb,7s
:he Centre fulfils all the rye the infirmary all a,d,lt baac0Philic 

~~ and the recent appointaant of 

patients ere admitted 
directly to nJ 

real Regional respon-trician with spe 
Dr Peter tonpatientsnw~~ e disorders has resulted in all 

chiliren 

being ty to pa 
for by one physician. 

Both Dr Jones and I hive 

being similarly Dr Jones has res-

direct access to the 
relevant Lborstory facilities. 

and 

po sibility for the 
developing coagulation laboratory in 

the new 

neDepatt nt of  the aanatOlo  urxier the direction of Dr .lker. we are able 

of Lnvesttgtions necessary far the diagnosis 
to perform the full range

and nageneflt of patients with bleeding 
disorders at all tines, and work

closely with the Regional 
?raesfusion Centre. 
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A now haasophilL twit is scheduled to on in .:pril 1973,  and it is 

bope& that this unit viii cot as the focal point of the 
posional 

sarvioe. Dr Jones is at present eap.g.d in the task of 
oo-oadimtin6 

the nedicai, nurgioal, dental ani so"L,:.ire of all hrevophillacs in 

the Region with the active oo-operation of ova ool1saaws in 
outlying 

hospitals. The unit will also permit outpatient therapy for our 

boat pop11etion ad the provision of a home care urogrtsome. 
Ys hope to 

have the sorvioes of a full time Sister and ataillU7 nureig staff, 

and have just appointed a fall tine secretar7 and r 
part tioow social 

worker to join the oeaabliahed tees. This already ►noiwdas an ortho-

r paadio surgem[ a ,nerd surg.on, and dsmtal and gemstiio advisory 

We are ats►ra that the major requir t :or a .b*cial 
trestarat Centre 

suet be its ability to treat stjor 
cosplicaticns and ;mdsrtaks s'arsery• 

Or reoord in this field, is. I bellow, a good one. 
Our toes have 

long experience in rAstro-intsetiaal and dental su?gery cad L reosoet 

years have undsrtakem orthopaedic and 
nesrosuriCioal operations in safety. 

4e have alwyye worloed closely with our oolle g ee in Oxford, fdiaburgh 

and Lenon and hope that this relationship will rontLaet but feel that 

with the obvious  exception of oxford our experience 
and facilities are 

now as Good as those offered elsewhere. 

we wish to ecati.nus to dew lop our experience and service in our ovo 

coaaunity, srd belie" that this approach is in the 
best lateresaa of 

Our patients. We know them and their rslativ+s well; 
we think that it 

is often bettor to watch and observe 
clinical problems cyrsfnily than to 

act imediately[ and we have erperiswg is the detrinental effect of 

rapid smsrgemoy journeys to other parts of 
the country. 

For those reasons we feel that r000guitioo 
as a Specl.ol ?rat3sat Centre 

would be beneficial to our patients, our dew loping 
egiOaa1 service- ant 

our staff, and would be gratoful for the Jeparta+i ta ap row l• 

Tours sincerely 

?. R. BDOR N.D. ?.R.C.F. 
Senior Consultant Physician 

0.0. r A 0 Leich-=n 
Princial less. senior l.edical Officer 

.ewcastle F.egional Hospital Board 

Benfield Road 
;awc..stle upon ^yne 

~r Peter Jones 
Attic Laboratory 
RVI 
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