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ARCREASTNG WUMETR OF WHOODTHG COUGH CASTR: NORMAN TOWTIA'S STatwsdgmm
Hormak Fowler, Ssoretary of Sitate for Sosial Services, issued the following
tatement today (Wednesday) on the publication of the latest weekly figurss on
the number of casss of wﬁﬁnni‘g COUFH .
Hr Fowler sald, "These are very disturbing figures. They show that ithe
k] of 25
number of cases of whooplng cough are still on the increase and could well go
nigher over the next few monihs.
"There have already been over 3,000 cases of whooping sough this yesr and
some bables have died. This underlines the case for immunization.
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n the years when the majority of bables were being vacsinated against the
disease, vhooping cough was kept in check, but in the last § years, less than
half the vables who could have Leen vaccinated have received the henefit of this
preveniive measure.
"Both as Secrelary of State and as a parent, I nan appreciate why some ps

grzater risk to bhables and young chil
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¥ severe illness and la he digszseweven
¢f reaction to the vaceination itself. The risk of an unvaceinated shild
contracting the disesse Is between 1 in 15 and 1 in %0 and that of a ok
is tdn 3,000, The risk of irreversidle brain damsge Ifrom whoop sing cough

Gren

of death « than

WITNO771002_0001



e
53
e
4
o
fd
s+
e
[
1
o
3

vagcination is sstimets 3,000 children immunissd.
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"It is custommry to think of veceinstion agsinst whooping cough in
relation to bables in the early months of 1ifs., What parents nay not

anppreciate iz that, gven if their wabiss were not then vaccinated apgainst .

sooping sough, this vaccinaiion can he given separately, later, %o infants,
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s to consider taking young children to theilr ffmiiy doctor or
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Ay recently as last VWinter, I warned parents of the dangers of lesving
children snproiected by vaccinaiion and encouraged health authoritiss to run
publicity campaigns locally o encourage parents io consider vaccination.

Thers arg encouraging signe thal upbake of vaccination has been incrsasing -
+

wis reached 2 low of 31% in 1978

nad risen to about L5% by last vear.
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This is still not reslly good enough axnd
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ingerely hope thal parents are
now thinking carefully zboul getting thelr children protectad hefore the

4
diseamse becomes even more prevalent - as we expest it will do in the Winter nmonths.
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inge it takes ¥ months for £ vaegination o begome fully efisctive

they should consider ascting now,”
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Hote to Editers ¢ The Department of Healih and Boelal
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a national adveritising campaign o sncourags par
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nts to conagider vaceination
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ring the next fortnight.
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