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NEGAD
Dr. Ian Fleld
Sept. of Health & Socdal Sscurity Gth May, 4283
Alexander Fleming Houss
Elaphant & Dastls
London 35£4 8BY

Dear Ian,

Action on AIDS

Last week whilst you wers away in Goneve a pase of the Acguirsd
Immune Defleiency Syndrome in a heemophilise in Cardi®f who had
received BA facter VIIT concentrate was reported. The tose Fits
the recopnised criteris for the diagnosis of AIDS, In the Lancet
af It April three cases in heemophilises in Spain gre reporteds
I have contirmed that thoey received USA Ffactor VIIT concentrate.

haemophiliacs in the USA {s recorded and paper descrihes & pase
in a multiply-transfused chlld in ths USA,

I have reviewed the Ilterstmre and come to the conclusion that a1
Blood products made from blood donated in the USA after 4978 shoulg
be withdrawn from use untgl the risk of AIDS Brensmission by these
products has been clarifisd, Appsnded is a paper in which I sat out
my reasons for making this propossl. Parhaps the subject could he
discussad at sn early meeting with hazmatolopists, wirelogists and
others soncerned so that dhdecision may be made as s00n 8% possibls.

In oonolusion mey I nay that I am most surprised that the USA
manufacturers of the impliceted blood products have not informed their
customers of this new hazard. I assums no officisl watning has besn
recéived in the United Kingdom?

Kindest repards,

Yours sincersly,

N.8. Galbraith
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ACTION ON  AIDS

The temporary withdrowal of all blood products imported from the
United States of America mads From blood donated after 18978 is proposed,
until the risk of transmission of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
{ATIDS) becomss clarified.

REASONS FOR WITHDRAWAL DF USA BLODD PROMUCTS

1. The AIDs epidemic in the USA is probably due o a transmissible agsﬂt.1

2. The agent is probably transmitted by blood and blood produsts. In
the Lancet of 30th April, 11 ceses of AZDS 4n hasmophiliacs in the
USA receiving factor VIII cancentrate were reported?, 3 in Spain’
also receiving USA factor VIII concantrate [contirmed by telephoning
Ministry of Health, Madrid) and a cage in a ochild following multipls
transfusions is desuribedqn {one of the blood donors to this caseg
developed AIDS 7 months after donating hlsod and died of the dispass
10 months leter). On 18t May the 'Mail on Sunday' reported 2 Lases
in haemophiliacs in the IX; one of these, Professorp Bloom's pese in
Cardiff, fits ths accepted criteris of AIDS and had received USA
factor VIII conesntrate: we have not yet been able to ldentity the
other pcssiblé CRSE.

3. Although this number of gasps of ALDOS szsociated with the administration
of factor VIIT concantrate is very small in reletion ¢o the number of
Individusls receiving the product, this may NOT indicate that the rigk
is small becsuse (&) the earliest cases of AIDS reported in the USA
developed symptoms in 1978° aﬁ§, therefors, USA blaog prodiucts
manufactured $from donations befors 1978 are very unlikely to have
besn conteminated, Indsed, the ecarlisst reported dats of onset of
AIDS in a hasmophiliac is October ?9&08” (bl Most of the reported
casss of AIDS have bsen diasgnused in 1881 and 1982, In 1984 and the first

six months of 1982 458 cases were reported ocut of 508 since January
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1878, 2438 of them in ?982?¢ {z)] the incubation perdod is long,
hst&e&n several months and two years and may be as long as four
yearsg and therefore one would not expect to zee many oases dus o
USA blood products until s year or more sfter 1884/82 donated bloopd
products had heen given.,
4, Factor VIII concentrate {ang pooled produets) would appear to have
a high risk pf being/sﬂniaminated with AIDS #gent becausg homosexuals
and drug abusers are known to be frequent blood donors and sach
o plasma posl from which it 4s manufactured is collected from as meny
‘ as ,.000 dannrss. Furthermore, it is posgible that the AIDS agant
may be present in hlood of healthy persons for several months befors
onset of synmptnms.4
5. There is apparently no known means of ensuring that blood or hlood
products are free of the AIDS agent. The blood given to a multiply-
transfussd infent who developed AIDS had besn irradiated before
administratimn? suggests the pﬁssibility of an agent resistsnt to
ususl means of sterilisation,
B. Tha mortality rate of AIDS excesds B0 per cent ong year after

diagnasisaand is sxpected tn reach 70 per cent.?
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