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NOT FOR PUBLICATION JMCCL(80)5 

NATIONAL BLOOD TRANSFU ION SERVICE 

JOINT CCh~2 TT E 14MTING 22 OCTOBER 1980: AGENDA ITEM 

HEPATITIS ADVISORY GROUP 

The decision to convene this Group was made in the light of the many problems 

which had been presented to the Department in relation to viral hepatitis. It 

had become evident that there was a real need to have access to expert advice on 

many aspects of the management of the condition. 

Most of the problems associated with hepatitis A have been evident for many years 

and this infection would not of itself have justified the establishment of a special 

advisory body but hepatitis B has given rise to an increasing number of problems, 

not only in the field of blood transfusion and renal dialysis but also in its 

occupational aspects, both from the possibility of illness occurring in staff 

exposed to patient carriers and the risk to patients in contact with doctors and 

others who are carriers. Viral hepatitis resembling hepatitis B but due to 

infection neither with virus A nor B, has also been identified and is currently 

designated as non-A non-B viral hepatitis. There are problems relating to the 

management and prevention of non-A non-B hepatitis and it is not known how many 

causative agents there are. 

In the past the Department has been able to receive advice from two Committees 

which have dealt with specialised aspects of hepatitis B; the Expert Group on 

Hepatitis in Dentistry and the Advisory Group on Testing for Hepatitis B Surface 

Antigen and its Antibody. Several members of these bodies are members of the 

present Group. 

At the request of the Health Departments in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, 

the Group advises all the Departments in the United Kingdom, each of which has an 

officer present at meetings. 

The terms of reference are: 

"To provide medical advice to the Chief Medical Officers of the 

Health Departments of the United Kingdom on all aspects of communicable 

hepatitis." 

A list of members is attached. 
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ADVISORY GROUP ON HEPATITIS: MEMBERSHIP 
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* For first meeting only - to be replaced by Dr Bird 
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