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More on c eationism 
Washington 
The effort to repe#1 Louisiana's creat-
ionism-teaching Iaiif came to an end last 
week, forthe time b41ng at least. The state's 
House of Represlntatives voted 61-26 
against the repeal jmotioo, leaving intact 
the 1981 law requi ng "equal time" forthe 
teaching of evolu o and creationism. The 
Senate had nrll r approved the repeal 
motion by 21 volvo*eito 16. 

Repeal proponei4s had been counting 
on at least tacit sup ors from the state's 
popular and flamboyèit governor, Edwin 
Edwards, who has trying to attract 
biotechnology companies to the state. In 
the end, however, Edw rds was unwilling 
to help the repeal effot. Proponents say 
they were also hurt y a sophisticated 
advertising campaigrjr that Included the 
mailing to representØtives of hundreds of 
telegrams, many parently signed by 
persons of questio able existence, urging 
retention of the eqbai time law. 

The stage is nose set for a legal challenge 
to the law logo to frial, riall, perhaps in January. 
The American Cl $l Liberties Union, which 
won a similar casj in Arkansas in 1982, Is 
arguing that the la is an unconstitutional 
violation of separation of church and state. 

Stephen Budiansky 

AIDS 

Test companies t 
Washington 
THE companies selected to produce the 
diagnostic blood test for acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (AIDS) have now 
been announced by the US Public Health 
Service (see Nature 14 June, p.577) and, as 
expected, are a mixture of the big and 
proven on the one hand and the small and 
innovative on the other. The five are 
Abbott, Litton, DuPont, Travenol-
Genentech Diagnostics and Electro-
nucleonics. 

Each will pay the federal Treasury 5 per 
cent of net sales of the test kits, most of 
which will be used to test the 12 million 
units of blood processed each year in the 
United States. 

The five companies were chosen from 
among some 20 applicants, which were 

Israeli science 

Ministry's fate 
in v ters' hands 
THE general ction in Israel on 19 July, 
due to the coil se of the right coalition 
government earli this year, will coincide 
with the second niversary of Israel's 
Ministry of Scien e — and may settle its 
future. The only mister so far, Dr Yuval 
Ne'eman, is n only a noted nuclear 
physicist but o a prominent politician 
with hawkish 'ews on West Bank set-
tlements an the campaign against ter-
rorism. 

Since th 'ght coalition government in- 
eluded, an to some extent depended, on 
the right- ng Tehiya party founded by Dr 
Ne'eman, ome doubt whether the ministry 
would su ve under a left coalition govern-
ment. And though Mr Shimon Peres, the 
Labour-Alig ens Party leader, has ex-
pressed a stro commitment to science, 
that does not ecessarily imply, Dr. 
Ne'eman's critics y, a commitment to a 
science ministry. 

Dr Ne'eman him If is convinced that the 
record of the pas two years has clearly 
demonstrated the eed for such a ministry. 
His office, he sal earlier this month in Tel 
Aviv, had hel with foreign relations in 
science and, i particular, with the setting 
up of bilater international research and 
developme agreements, which he had 
negotiated 'th his opposite numbers. 

During is two years in office, moreover, 
Dr Ne'em n says that he has been able to 
help prop p the tottering finances of the 
universitie by supporting research in 
university I oratories — a not incon-
siderable cont 'bution, since at least twice 
during the p two years, there has been a 
serious threat that lack of funds would 
force the univ rsities to close down. 

Now, the inistry has identified three 
main priorit areas — information science 

1hosen 
judged on their ability to produce virus, 
manufacture radioimmunoassays, dis-
tribute and market test kits and apply 
recombinant DNA techniques. Each has 
been provided with a 20-litre sample of Dr 
Robert Gallo's cell line, used to mass-
produce the virus, and technical assistance 
from Gallo. In return the companies are 
subject to some unusual requirements, par-
ticularly regarding safety. Public Health 
Service inspectors will be allowed to ex-
amine their safety practices at any time. 
And the safety data that they must submit 
with their New Drug Applications — re-
quired by the Food and Drug Administration 
before the test can be marketed — will be 
pooled among all five companies, a departure 
from the normal strict secrecy that surrounds 
proprietary data. Stephen Budiansky 
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