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con sets store in science

-ehensive programme’’ for
echnical progress is to be
alt of the Comecon summit
2-14 June. The summit, of-
(extraordinary
for Mutual EBconomic
-1EA), held out this
.sis for developing
2 some cases, a

105t important protflems 6l
hnology on “‘mut
ms". A number of
al cooperation ag

imme.
h venturesasa b

» a widespread bglief in the
necon countries that the
have had to beas far more

8s proved

ill and routine
e interesting

s 80 largely to

2s. The real issue fafing the
:s (nine party leadgrs and a
del Castro) wast|
ious key
clude: energy groduction
ding the *‘prddominant
f nuclear powpr stations
tilization of noy
urces; electronics, micro-
puters and robot technol-
the establishment of a
1ent base”’ for electronics;
ricals, including plastics,
. catalysts; “‘progressive
r food production; and

specialized equipment for mining and civil
engineering. In spite of the formal stress on
science as well as technology in the official
hese documents only made
the most obliqud\references to the research
base, and there\was no suggestion of
building further j

research institute or\the high magnetic
field/low temperatgre laboratory at
Wroclaw. Vers Rich

Washington
THE effort to

ng 2t least. The state’s
ntatives voted 61-26
against the repeal (motion, leaving intact
the 1981 law requiring ‘‘equal time"’ for the

had been counting
on at least tacit support from the state’s
popular and flamboyant governor, Edwin
Edwards, who has trying to attract
biotechnology companles to the state. In
the end, however, Edwards was unwilling
to help the repeal effoft. Proponents say
they were also hurt by a sophisticated
sdvertising campaigy’ that included the
mailing to representgtives of hundreds of
telegrams, many gpparently signed by
persons of questiopable existence, urging
relention of the eqiral time law.

The stage is novf set for a legal challenge
to the law 10 go to frial, perhaps in January.
The American Civjl Liberties Union, which
won a similar in Arkansas in 1982, is
arguing that the law is an unconstitutional
violation of separation of church and state.
Stephen Budiansky

Israeli science
Ministry’s fate
In voters’ hands

THE general dection in Israel on 19 July,
due to the colldpse of the right coalition
government earliéy this year, will coincide
with the second hnniversary of Israel’s
Ministry of Sciende — and may settle its
future. The only ghinister so far, Dr Yuval
Ne'eman, is nof only a noted nuclear
physicist but alfo a prominent politician
with hawkish /views on West Bank set-
the campaign against ter-

Since thefright coalition government in-
cluded, anfl to some extent depended, on
the right-wing Tehiya party founded by Dr
me doubt whether the ministry
would survive under a left coalition govern-
ment. And though Mr Shimon Peres, the
ent Party leader, has ex-
commitment to science,
that does not
Ne'eman's critics Yay, a commitment to a
science ministry.

Dr Ne'eman himgelf is convinced that the
record of the pasf two years has clearly
demonstrated the fieed for such a ministry.
His office, he saig earlier this month in Tel
Aviv, had helpefl with foreign relations in
science and, in/particular, with the setting
up of bilaterdl international research and
agreements, which he had
ith his opposite numbers.

During lis two years in office, moreover,
Dr Ne'emgn says that he has been able to
help prop \up the tottering finances of the
universitied, by supporting research in
university oratories — a not incon-
siderable conthibution, since at least twice
during the two years, there has beena
serious threatfthat lack of funds would
force the univgrsities to close down.

Now, the fninistry has identified three
main priority areas — information science

AIDS

Test companies chosen

Washington

THE companies selected to produce the
diagnostic blood test for acquired immune
deficiency syndrome (AIDS) have now
been announced by the US Public Health
Service (see Nature 14 June, p.577) and, as
expected, are a mixture of the big and
proven on the one hand and the small and
innovative on the other. The five are
Abbott, Litton, DuPont, Travenol-
Genentech Diagnostics and Electro-
nucleonics.

Each will pay the federal Treasury 5 per
cent of net sales of the test kits, most of
which will be used to test the 12 million
units of blood processed each year in the
United States.

The five companies were chosen from
among some 20 applicants, which were

judged on their ability to produce virus,
manufacture radioimmunoassays, dis-
tribute and market test kits and apply
recombinant DNA techniques. Each has
been provided with a 20-litre sample of Dr
Robert Gallo's cell line, used to mass-
produce the virus, and technical assistance
from Gallo. In return the companies are
subject to some unusual requirements, par-
ticularly regarding safety. Public Health
Service inspectors will be allowed 1o ex-
amine their safety practices at any time.
And the safety data that they must submit
with their New Drug Applications — re-
quired by the Food and Drug Administration
before the test can be marketed — will be
pooled among all five companies, a departure
from the normal strict secrecy that surrounds
proprietary data. Stephen Budiansky

ecessarily imply, Dr.
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