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_-'nutes of a neetin of the Northern Blood Transfusion Directors held 
at fta Leeds Blood Transfusion Contre on Frirla;T, 7 :`arch, 1980. !)r Z evflio 

Present: Dr. .•.K.Collins 
Dr. 7. nest ff 
Dr. R. Sokol 
Dr. V. apes 
Dr. i..J. . Shepherd 
Professor essor i'. S tr tton 
Dr. L.i.Derrick Tovey 

Prior to the meetin- the Directors inspected the new plasrniphcresis 
vehicle and the mobile Kabmobile. 

1. Annual Statistics:  Dr. Tovey introduced this subject and ci.rculnted a 
letter he had sent to Dr. Geoffrey Tovc`,,  in which he nuestionerl the 

need to provide statistics in the detail and format :;e do at ,r^sent. 
He also introduced a :possible alternative. 

It Was the general feeling o' the meeting that changes were long 
overdue. In fact a number of Directors questioned the need to 
provide centrally any statistics at .n.11. '.;'here would still be a 
need to keep some statistics at local level and if finzros were 
reouired nationally, they could be obtained on renuest. It was 
a reed that this matter should be discussed at the full Directors' 
meeting. 

2. Rubella vaccination: The members discussed the letter frnn Dr. ;`:a nh1 n 
to Dr. Tovey an n,,Tee ,Y with its general concept. TIoviever, in order to 
simplify matters they preferred that the procedure should be as follows: 

Inocul,) tion/vaccination 

Rubella 

Smallpox 
Yellow fever 
Poliomyelitis 
Rabies 
Influenza 
Cholera 
Diptheria or tetanus toxoid 
typhoid (T..t.B.) 

interval before donor is bled 

3 months 

3 weeks 

3. Code of Practice - :.n oir_t opt of •;orkinr Group: Dr. Tovey reported 
that he was Joint; a costing; exercise of obtaining ulasma for ',actor 
VIII production using the ifaemonetics 50. It was reported that Dr. 
J. Jenkins was doing a projected costing, exercise in Brentwood. 

itt this point a number of membcr3 exprassed concern about the lack of 

information • coming throu= i to other Len are s, -about what was ,,oin -  nn 

in the Service. This applied not only to this tonic but other as:iects 
of the Service under discussion by local groups or sub-coraaittees. In 
ran:r cases'infor,ation. ,,as conning from sources outside the Transfuu:inn 
Service e. ?. e:::ployceS of commercial firms. The members emnhasisei the 
imeortance of all the Directors reetinr rem~ularly so that they are ke --t 
up-to-date with what is happening in the Transfusion Service as a whole. 
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i'_,jf-a.rling cell sepc.rators, members wished to stress that; members 
of this 7roun should be active :',or :ers in this fi.el and that the 

i'aemonetic : del 5O should not be restricted by havin- to k ~ n

r_+ -id],;: to the co^.e of rules as would be expected. for the Model 50 
anti other eel) separators. 

L. Product 7. L^.b7.7.7-t'I: All nembers were strongly of the opinion that 
blood and blood products should be excluded from product liability 
(the statement by Drs. Gunson, Lane and :food had not been received 

by D.irec'ors at the time of the meeting, but t~e general tone of 
discussion would sunnort the conclusion of this paper)). 

5. 3lood rounin~ of 7 remen: All Directors were against firemen 
donatin ; when they were on duty. 

6. .v:^rds to donors — 75 donations: All Directors were in favour of 
the award being given particularly if the donor is retiring around 
this time. One region supported giving a tie for 150 donations. It 
was felt that this matter could be left to RDOs to decide. 

7. Any other business: 

Dr. 11olburn' s blood grouping reagents: All members were unhappy with 

the present arrang;cn>nts. :although oerfors:i.n the tests as reconnended 
by the BGRL they still found that the BGr{L were rejection „zany of their 
sera, often sera :which had been accepted on innumerable occasions 
previously: They felt therefore, there was very little more they could 
do to avoid these anomalies. In fact there was a feeling anon- one or 
two members that serum should not be sent ci.ovrn by regions as at present 
and either grouping reagents should be produce= locally or sneci f 4 c 
vaccination procedure should be commenced to produce more specific sera. 

In conclusion the members reiterated their strong feeling that the full Directors' 

meeting should meet regularly and that although many topics may be considered at 

sib—committees, there must be an opportunity for them to be discussed at the full 
Directorst meeting. 

Venue of next meeting: Sheffield. 
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