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Mr Parker 

FACTOR VIII AND AIDS 

I refer. to Dr 1•;alford's minute of 16 I11y 1983 which wa.c not widelj copied. 
For those who have not seen the minute I enclose a copy. 

Questions posed by Dr Walford are clearly of considerable importance and 
have wide implications for the licensing authority, Supply Division and 
of course fo- HS. It se.cros to r -e impertant that our activities are fuUy 
co—ordina-ted. so that we safetuard our own supply position and if pot'sible 
obtain Factor VIII from the safest available sources. Ideally- I suppose 
t•~e would like to see any imported Factor VIII which is derived from 
American material to be manufactured after. 24 Narch 1983. Would it not 
be a good idea if you were to call the interested people in the Depart:rent 
to an early rueating to discuss how we handle these issues? iJnf ortunaiol 

I shall be on leave from 18 May for a wcekk but in my absence Mr Gregory 
is in charge of the division. 

Whatever we do we must not take any precipitate action which might affoot 
the supply of necessary Factor VIII.

GRO-C 

EM OLIVER 
_._._._._._._._._._._._._._.. 

• Ned SEr 
108 RSQ 

17 Ma y 1 9 3 8 Ext 
. . . . . . GRO-C 

3 C 

cc Dr dalford 
Dr Fowler 
Dr Field 
Mr. Gregory 
Mr Sharpe 
Mr Higson 
Mr Winstanley / 

CC5 18-77 I 

DHSCO001395_0001 



Der Fowler 
a
I,,.I~'YII AND AIDS 

We spoke. Ac you mow, on 24 14arch 10,83, the FDA introduce. certain 
requiretentc to respect of the selection of Toners to r;-duce the poenibi_lity of the trazsminsion of ALBS rroductc mn.nufactured from plat :a taken before the ne:r regulations Isere yntr_oduced have to be ?abeI)ed to indicate this. 
However, the Utz product licensee do not contain this require!; ent raid there are fears anon; h. en:ophilia centre directors that the Lore 'lda_-i eroue" 
raterial tiny be clumped in the Ur.. You nw'y like to consider whether there is a reed to make a similar labelling requirement for nateriral LLrorted 
into the Uri? 

In relation to the ;;hole issue of the transmission of AIDS in blood proche t,, 
several queetiona have been put to me: 

1. Is it possible to obtain concentrates made from American plasma which 
does not come from donor centres in No/7 York (particularly) but a! Jo 
from S^..n Francicco and LoZ3 !,n r'le , which are the cities VJrith the -'_ichest nunbors of AlD:> cases? ,. 

' e 
2. Is it possible to accept only concentrate made from plasma taken after the 24 March rcgulctions were published? Is so, ,could sufficient 

finished product be iurediately available? 

3. Can we find out, for each r_anufacturer, the date of plasma collection 
in relation to each batch of concentrate in current use in the UK? 

4. Cct_ld Irnuno - or other European r;,anufacturers - produce suff icic;e'k, 
material derived from iuror.eaa *,lama to oupply up to 30 rvillionof F''TIII concentrate should it prove necessary to wit< .'lraw acs:c or a]1 of' the American products? 

Both the chairm.un of the Haero.•,hilia :,`re Director and the Dir_•ctor e'` the CDSC have urged that these questiorn Should be investigated as a ratter of the utmost priority. 

• GRO-C 

DIANA WALFORD 

_ Room 1025A FL'12IH lo ?ay 1953 art EGRO-CI 

PS I attach copies of a letter to re from Travenol end a letter to me 
from Harold Gunaon relaying a conversation which he had with 1r Gantz 
Vice-President of Travenol. 
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Dr Fowler 

m it AND AIDS 

We spoke. An you know, on 24 Kroh 1983, the FDA introduced certain 
requiregents in respect of the selection of donors to reduce the possibility 
of the tratisrission of AIDS. Products manufactured from plasaet taken before 
the new regulations were introduced have to be labelled to indicate this. 
However, the UK product licenses do not contain thin requirement and there 
are fears among haemophilia centre dirootors that the more "dangerous" 
material may be dumped in the UK. You may like to consider whether there 
is a need to make a similar labelling requirement for material imported 
into the UK? 

In relation to the whole isouo of the transmission of AIDS in blood products, 
several questions have been put to me: 

1. Is it possible to obtain concentrates made from American plasma which 
does not come from donor centres in New York (particularly) but also 
from San Francisco and Los Angeles, which are the cities with the higheat 
numbers of AIDS cases? 

2. Is it possible to accept only concentrates made from plasma taken after 
the 24 March regulations were published? Is so, would sufficient 
finished product be immediately available? 

3. Can we find out, for each manufacturer, the date of plasma collection 
in relation to each batch of concentrate in current use in the UK? 

4. Could Immuno - or other European manufacturers - produce sufficient 
material derived from European plasma to supply up to 30 million i.u. 
of FVIII concentrate should it prove necessary to withdraw some or all of 
the American products? 

Both the chairman of the Haemophilia Centre Directors and the Director of 
the CDSC have urged that these question should be investigated as a matter 
of the utmost priority. 

16 May 1983 

DIANA MALFORD 
MID SEB 
Room._ 025,A, HANH 
EXt GRO-C 

PS I attach copies of a letter to me from Travenol and a letter fo me 
from Harold Gunson relaying a conversation which he had with Mr Gantz, 
Vice-President of Travenol. 

oc Dr Field 
Dr Oliver 
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