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BLOOD FROIXJCfS — I RCHASE FROM COMMERCIAL FIRS 

1. t'e have agreed with the Scots to consider again the possibility of 
central purchase of blood products which tho MMS is unable yet to supply 
in auffietont quantities. The products concerned, for practical purposes, 
are Al:: concentrate and plaaa protein fraction. So far ac the latter 
is concerned we have no evidence of the extent of the unmet demand at the 
present time, if indeed there is one; but it appeara certain that there 
will be One at some time in the not too distant future. 

2. In the case of AfIG concentrate we kno•;, approximately the size of the 
deua:nt, cud the extent to which hospitals have found it possible to meet 
it. What ideally we would like would be to purchase centrally the 
balanoo of the two existing central conLraets and dletribute the material 
through the MBTS under a system of fair allocations. Given that we could 
net find the money to do as cm.ich as this in the current financial year, 
I am wandering whether we could nevertheless go part of the way. This 
would ho tr..ntanou_nt to making further special allocations to the more 
important Haemophilia Centres, but on this round re would control the 
distribution of tha mat*rrial centrally. Wa should be justified in adopting 
exceptional arran eaents because, as you knee, the burden of treating all 
haemophiliacs for major episodes falls on a small number of /authorities. 

3. We have, I should odd, been under coca heavy pressure in the Press marl 
Parliament to provide the new treatment for haemophiliacs, and this it 
likely to continue. 

4. To make a worthwhile contribution to the problem we ehould need to 
find funds of the order of, cay, C200-300,000, part of which might fall in 
1975/76. This would represent about one quarter of the total annual require—
ments (hospitals having taken up about one half). 
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