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Lear Helge

Thank you for your letter of ) January 1975 sbout the figures submitted by U.K. for
the Working Group.

ihere cre two errors in the figures in your letier; these may be due to my
handwriting., The correct figures are:-

Total collected 1,641,025 donations
lasued 1,524,708 v

Concentrated red cells (in 105,848
terns of donationa) issued

Flasma from time expired blood 346,584
recovered at KICs.

The nusber of donations in 3. above is included in 2 above, Of the 346,58, donations
in 4.above, from which plusma was recovered, 228,373 had been issued and sre included
therefore in 2, above, The balance of 118,211 donations (346,584 less 228,373) which
yield plasaa on reaching expiration date, had not been issued. I think these figures
are reconcilable and do not lead to &« conclusion of "impossible”.

With regerd to the number of donations/1000 populstion, the total donations of
1,641,025 in 1975 were collected in England and Wales, the sreas covered by the
Kationel Blood Trunsfusion Service, The population of England end Wules in 19/3 was
estimated to be L9.1 million which ylelds a retio of 33.4 donstions/1000 population,
I asked the Soots to give you the carresponding Scottish figures (Scottish Nutional
Elood Transfusion Service) and assumed that you pioked these up in Edinburgh. I have
no figures for N.Irelend which, of course, is part of the United Kingdom.

Although the revised figure for England and Wales is somewhut higher than the

29/1000 population you caleulsated, it is low compsred with many European countries,
Cansda, sustralia end USA. There is no evidence here that any patients have sufferec
through luck of transfusion media, but we a«re now unable to keep up with the rapidly
increasing needs for sntihaesophilie globulin concentrate needed for the newer forus
of treatuwent of hsemophilia and have to buy concentrate from overseas, This se
will pass «s we organise the grecter use of concentrated red cells (up to 40UK) from
which fresh plasma has been teken to prepere the concentrate. Our next problem will
be a mounting consumption of albumin end especially FF¥. we might contain this demsna
if we were able to ruise the consumption of concentrated red cells to 60k, but I
suspect we shall have to colleot more donations. i

Throughout the laat 25 years the transfusion centres have exerted a restraining
influence on users. I think &ll Transfusion Directors are very conscious of their
responsibility for preventing anything that might be construed as exploitation of
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