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the Essex Area Health Auth-
follows : tonsillectomies, 279 ;
; gallstones, 5 ; varicose veins,

Haemophilia

wrfer-Jones asked the Secretary
tor Social Services (1) if there is

of Factor VIII in the clinics

emophiliacs are treated on
. what _stocks of good quality
gctor VIII are held in the United
« whether the commercial firms
stocks are licensed ; and if she

a statement ;

er Department will purchase the
quantities of Factor VIII to

at on demand patients are

yith the amount needed for their
treatment ; and if she will make
will initiate an extension of

t “on demand ” treatment by

would be given by patients
, by relatives or by general
; and if she will make a

¢ The supply of Factor VIII
calth
§al present _msufficient for the

_{reatment  of haemolgigi'c
ho 1hat It Will be possible
ourpesupphes, and meanwhile

jeences were issued g gar {0
0 market imported Factor VI

ed Kingdom. Adequate stocks,

i, are held of this commercial
It is not the Department’s
ice to make central pur-
bealth service supplies, but
fracts were arranged to facili-
rchase of this material by

ghorities.

pise the desirability of enabling

Bents to receive treatment at

" progress in this direction is

bepend largely on the extent to
duction of Factor VIII within
bnal Health Service can be

" Multiple Sclerosis
Gluten-free Diets)

-Jomes asked the Secretary
Social Services if she is now
%0 initiate immediate joint con-
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sultations with everyone actively con-
cermed in the evaluation of gluten-free
diets and the recovery of multiple sclerosis
victims ; and if she will make a statement.

Dr. Owen: A conference, arranged
jointly by the Medical Research Council
and the Multiple Schierosis Society of
Great Britain and Northern Irejand,
which I welcome warmly, is to meet in
October.  Those invited have all had
experience in research into multiple
sclerosis. The value of dietary supple-
ments will be discussed. Later this month
the Advisory Committee on Borderline
Substances will consider, with specialist
advice, gluten-free and other substances
in relation to multiple sclerosis.

Disabled Persons
(Environmental Aids)

Mr. Carter-Jones asked the Secretary
of State for Social Services how many
local authorities have taken advantage
of her circulars DH196/3 and 196/21
dated 4th June 1973 on the supply of
environmental aids for the disabled ; what
response she has had from local authori-
ties to these circulars; how many have
been provided ; "how many have been
rejected ; and if she will make a
statement.

Mr. Alfred Morris : Simpler environ-
mental control devices are but some of
a wide range of personal aids which may
be supplied by local authority social ser-
vices departments. We do not, however,
collect separate figures for each type of
equipment. e

Chiropody

Mr. Ovenden asked the Secretary of
State for Social Services if she will make
a statement on the effects of staff short-
ages on the chiropody service ; and what
action she proposes to take to ensure
that regular treatment is available for the
elderly.

Dr. Owen: I would refer my hon.
Friend to my reply to my hon. Friend
the Member for Swindon (Mr. Stoddart)
on 7th May.—{[Vol. 873, c. 90.] I recog-
nise that in some areas chiropody ser-
vices are less than adequate at present,
but the long-term objective is to expand
and improve services to acceptable stand-
ards in all areas as manpower and other
resources permit. For the time being area
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Dr. Owen : A competiticn for this post
bas been held, but the authority was not
able to make an appointment from among
those shortlisted. I expect further
arrapgements to be announced shortly.

Haemophiliacs
Mr. Woodhouse asked the Secretary of
State for Social Services what steps she
is taking to improve the sapply of factor
VIII to the Nationai Health Service for
the treatment of haemophiliacs,

Dr. Owen: The production of factor
VIII within the National Health Service
has increased significantly during the last
few years. Further increases will depend
on_the extent to_which_regional health_
authorities are able to expand facilities in
transfusion centres for the production of.
plasma, from which factor VIII is derived.
T would also invite the hon. Member's
attention to my replies to my hon. Friend
the Member for Eccles (Mr. Carter-Jones)
on 9th July.

Psychiatric Consultations (Waiting
Times)

Mrs. Fenner asked the Secretary of State
for Social Services what is the average
waiting time for a psychiatric consultation
appointment in the Medway area.

Dr. Owen: I shall be writing to the
hon. Member.

Agoraphobia
Mrs. Fenner asked the Secretary of
State for Social Services if she will take
steps to improve the facilities for treatment
of agoraphobia in the Medway area ; and
if she wili make a statement.

Dr. Owen: The Kent Area Health
Authority which is responsible in the first
instance for the provision of health ser-
vices in Medway tells me that it does not
know of any specific shortcomings in the
service it provides for the treatment of
agoraphobia. If the hon. Member is
aware of any perhaps she will let the
authority know about them.

Dispensing Accounts and Practice
Fees (Payment)

Mr. Money asked the Secretary of State
for Social Services (1) how many dispens-
ing accounts for National Health Services
in the Ipswich and East Suffolk area have
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payment outstanding for a periag
than three calendar months ;

(2) what period of delay is
in the payment of fees dys
Heaith Service practices in
and East Suffolk area at presen
the case of how many such p;
there been a delay in payvm
than three calendar months

Dr. Owen: I assume
efer 1o doctors. I understa: o
Suffolk Family Practitioner Comanitzes

that the only delay in payment of (e tod

allewances to doctors in the Ipswich sal
East Suffolk areas at present is of cenalp

classes of fees paid to some dispc?_
akn

doctors. These fees usually represent & &2
under half the dispensing fees paid o 8%

doctors concerned. Final payments w6 1%
practices in East Suffolk are cver thamg

months laie but most of the money &gs
has been paid to the doctors at the ac
time under an arrangement my

ment introduced for advance paymenty: G

Private Health Provident Schemses

Mr. Churchill asked the Secretary d
State for Social Services how masy:

people, including dependants of sub
scribers, are currently covered by penadé
health insurance schemes ; and wiut i 88
total value of such schemes. :

Dr. Owen: As I said in my scply 8
the hon. Member for Truro (Ms. ?!1&@?
on 12th July, I have no direct infor
tion on the numbers covered by p¥E®
health insurance schemes but according 8
* Provident Schemes Statistics 1972 w
subscription income in 1972 of Il pege
dent schemes amounted to £264 midieh

Hernia Operaticns
iy g-! m

Mr. Edge asked the Secretary s
for Social Services if she wil Nm
in the OFFICIAL REPORT the atverags B2
of waiting of people who reguire hort
operations.

Dr. Owen : Information :n ¢
form is not available. The
is taken from the Report 0% o
In-Patient Inquiry, which nmk:}ia
things gives average walling =i
patients admitted from Wil g
England and Wales in 1972 ol
vear for which statistics have _~¢~
lished: Hernia, with or withowd ©%
tion: 16-4 weeks.
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g estimate of the additional amounts
in pensions in 1975-76, 1976-77
1977-78, respectively, if the earnings
threshold were raised to £20 for
76, to £35 in 1976-77, and to £50
.78, and if the retirement condition
nued to be linked to the earnings
threshold for the time being in force.

, O’Malley : On the basis of the
bers who would under the present
. be deferring retirement in 1975-76,
-additional amounts payable in pen-
in terms of the £11-60 pension are
ated to be £60 million in 1975-76,
million in 1976-77 and £135 million
77-78. If one adds to these figures
amounts lost in contributions, and
cts the amount of short-term bene-
hich would no longer be payable, the
to the National Insurance Fund
_out at £60 million, £110 million
£145 million respectively. The first
igecond of these three figures are re-
d ones, and supersede the earlier esti-
of £80 million and £125 million
gtively which I gave to Standing
mittee B on 3rd December—{c. 51.]
d 5th December—{c. 73.] last.

Graduated Pensions

¥y, Kenneth Clarke asked the Secre-

)-of State for Social Services what is

estimated cost of inflation-proofing

“benefits payable to recipients of

juated pensions under the present
ted pensions scheme

O’Malley : On the same assump-
as in the Government Actuary’s
dum on the Government’s

er Pensions ” (Cmnd. 5713) pro-
the cost, in present-day terms, of
protecting  graduated  pensions
rise from about £3 million a year

8 maximum of about £90 million a
by the end of the century. There-
the cost would decline slowly until
ights to graduated pension had

Army Widows’ Pensions

Sims asked the Secretary of State
Social Services what recent repre-
Btions she has received concerning the

ity between the pension awarded to
Yws of Service men killed in the war
“widows of Service men killed in
hern Ireland ; and if she will make a
bment.

ol. 834
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Mr. Alec Jones : Since November 1974
representations have been received from
four bodies representing ex-Service men.
Pensions for widows of Service men killed
in Northern Ireland after 31st March 1973
are awarded under the provisions of the
Ministry of Defence Armed Forces Pen-
sion Scheme, an occupational scheme for
regular Service men and their dependants.
I have nothing to add to my reply to the
hon. Member on 8th November, 1974.—
[Vol. 880, c. 278-9.]

Written Answers

Nursing Costs

Mr. John Page asked the Secretary of
State for Social Services what is the aver-
age cost of staffing one nursing position
in a National Health Service hospital for
52 weeks of 40 hours each with (a) a
State registered nurse emgloyed directly
by the hospital, and (b) a State registered
nurse with equivalent experience supplied
by an agency, taking into consideration
the costs of accommodation, holiday pay,
pensions, etc., of the directly employed
nurse.

Mr. Alec Jomes: Information in the
form requested is not available. Compari-
son of the cost of a directly employed
nurse and an agency nurse of similar
grade is affected by such variable factors
as the charges made by agencies, which
differ from one agency to another, the
point that the directly employed nurse has
reached on the salary scale and the ele-
ments of cost other than salary for the
directly employed nurse.

Haemophilia

Mr. George Cunningham asked the
Secretary of State for Social Services what

deficiencies exist in the supply of Factor
VIII (cryoprecipitate) for the treatment of
haemophilia ; and what action she pro-
poses to take to deal with the problem.

Dr. Owen : The amount of Factor VIII

materials, incl ipitate. pro-
uced within the National Health Service

is not sufficient and, in_particular, there is
n_}i

human anti-haemopbhilic globulix} con-

centrate—.

centrate—AHG _ concentrate—which _ is
now the preferr eatment for haemo-
ilic ents. There is also an increasing
demand for certain other blood fractions..
At present part of the demand for
AHG concentrate is being met by im-

ported material, but this is very expensive
2T2

O S T Ao o2 DA TP - of.
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and, for reasons which I well understand.
health authorities feel they cannot afford
to buy as much as they would wish to.
given the various claims op  their
. resources.

_1 believe it is vitally important il
National Health
Self-suficient pr .
e production of Facior VIIL, iiciudin
AHG co This will stop us't
dépendent on imports and make t
KnGwn_ freatment_more_readily_availabl
o _peopie _suffering_from.

have, therefore, au
-of special_ ¢
duaction_

“self-sufficient over. the next_few._years.

ce to boost our own pro-
with. the_ objective..of becomus

/

Natienal Insurance Contributions

M:. George Cunningham asked the
ecretary of State for Social Services what
is her estimate of the loss in contributions
from self-employed persons to the
National Insurance Fund and the number
of persons who would have their coniri-
butions reduced if class 2 contributions
were treated as advance payments of a
class 4 contribution defined as 8 per cent.
of earnings betwen the lower limit for
class 2 contributions and £3,600 a year.

Mr. O’Malley: I shall let my hon.
Friend have a reply as soon as possible.

Lymington Hospital

Mr. Adley asked the Secretary of State
for Social Services if she will give an
assurance that Lymington Hospital will
pot be closed. for anmy administrative
reasons, in the foresceable future.

Dr. Owen : 1 have written te the hon.
Member.

usspitals (Birmingham)

Mr. Rocker asked the Secretary of
State for Social Services if she will make
a statement on the delay 1n annpouncing a
starting date for the new eye and accident
hospitals in Birmingham.

D:. Owen: These projects have been
planned as part of a much larger develop-
meni at the Queen Elizabeth Medical
Centre which is estimated to cost about
£20 million. The finances available for
capital buiiding in 1975-7¢ are so Te-
stricted that 1 do not see any real pros-
pect of being able to start this scheme
in that vear. 1 shall shortly be asking

23 JANUARY 1975

that the :of State for Social Serviczs

“list in the Official Repor: i
IR
g iy

thorised the allocation’ ! for health authorities to cuf
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regional hospital authoritics
priorities for 1976-77 ard

Health Autherities’ Funds
Mrs. Renée Short asked ihe Sexwisen
e 4

able to each regional he
England and Wales to
the next financial vear be
spending in 1973-74.

Dr. Owen: The present ATtanERERd

o @

s

within limits unexpended pan

*  allocations for revenue cxpenditure W
' pot in operation in 1973-74. ’

Benefits (Publicity!

Mr. George Cunningham avid B8
Secretary of State for Social Sesviggn ¥
she will ensure in future cditioat o
Department’s leaflet © Family Beatt &8
Pensions ” that the table of bc:xﬁﬂw
printed on page 21 states, 6 cospmtt
both the National Insurance - o
the Industrial Injuries Scheme ot
benefits and parts of benefits are 3
able to each class of contributd.

Mr. Alec Jones: The contents of B2
booklet are currently undef ;’cs.*aryﬂ(ﬁﬁ.
we shall bear my hon Friend's 8%
gestion in mind.

Benefit Payments SN

Mr. George Cunningham ;:ltﬁ_ e
Secretary of State for ‘bc.t;}!u W o
what percentage Oi] oLe w;-ﬁaﬁ‘@_ .
financed by nationa tnsuranc e
tions have been in resps | a2
parts of benefits to wh!
contributors are not entibies =0
an average over the lost Lise 2
to 1974.

Mr. Alec Jones: °
gives the cost of beneflts &=
years showing separaic
benefits or parts of b::‘-.‘c‘
payable to the self-empad ¢

el
smen‘ D-.xct x
are unemploy O ek

clated supplements v

and widowelsj allowance. :ﬂldrus‘ﬁaﬁ
ment benefit  anté ‘xdu‘?';:;_t o e
benefits. The cost of s ¥ e
amounts to a Little u? _ o

of total benefit eXp<

five years OfF 106 p¢

financial year.

The foilend
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of the Cairncross Com- o made by regional health autho- would wish to, give

nnel Tunnel. SOCIAL SERVICES . secur:e supplitgs of ]thc Factor on their resources.
i " soncentrate, used to supplement sup- . . .
The report is not yet Unemployment Benefit (Sco ; available by the blood trans- 1 e[ bﬁgg::a ﬂllai_;::jﬁ;

a as to publication will 62 Mr. Crawford asked the
t1s received and after of State for Social Services wha
sir Alec Cairncross and  estimate of the amount of unempigy

s service, in the treatment of haemo- “Gomeself-sufficient e self-sufficient ;

;vhat financial h h I the. o1 ;
benefit payable in a situation in Sq A ial resources has cach ing AHG concentrar
tion Grants of (@) 100,000 unemployed, (b) 1 2 health‘a}lllltlllonty for securing sup- being dependent on-
?&wp ::o 23) unemployed, (¢) 120,000 unemployeds “Facg%r o concentrate which are _best known treatme;
‘ 130,000 “unemployed, and (e) 1 produced. le to people suffer:
._owen: My Depanment has nego- ‘—[Vol- 884, C. 392-

:g asked :he t?etcreitary t(:f unemployed.
A e )
:é)ntﬁl;n di:,a t?le ; €ps ple Mr. Alec Jomes: The egt j arrapgements under which Factor Mr. Madden ask
help available to them amounts, at the rate of benefit dg3 may be.bought from certain com- State for Social Se
*P come into force in April 1975 l firms in the normal way by health 50 5oL PGES Sen
s, ane. ies. They will decide on the pro- -obs nave been ma
about the availabilit

homes under Sections 56 I . %
ousing Act 1974 if he miltion, £53 ~million, £60 millioy, ~n of their financial allocation to be
duced by the Blooc

jorities to gl\f]e m.axtlmuln. million and £74 million fcspeCthCly. f bad tO thls_ purpose, having regard d .
niw fo;'lrln ngeraﬁeall;\g{ . Hospitals (P ) other claims on their resources. and private manufac
ake a - Hiosp! y Beds Dr. Owen : Repr

: Madden asked the Secretary of received from hon. ]

_for Social Services what contact their constituents, ai
as been getween the Department tors of haemophilia

ate manufacturers on the amount

or. VIII concentrate to be bought Hormone Repl

’ 143 P

»al health authorities. Mrs. Colquhoun

of State for Social §
up a working party

Mr. Bryan Davies asked the Secpg
of State for Social Services when the
review of Section 5 hospital pay
completed ; what was the percentag
under-occupancy which was reve:
that time, the present number of beg
designated, and the under-occupang

: ith ad paying patients in the last year;
’;l;‘gg;dco‘:;ideﬁ;gv?ﬁg she will make a statement.

Friend the Secretary of  Dr, Owen: The last major re
| Services what further hospital pay beds began in 1966
eeded to alert disabled gaverage daily occupancy by p
istence of this new form patients of the 5,670 authorised pay]
was 2,830—50 per cent. There ate
. 4,570 pay beds, and this figure hag
nes asked the Secretary of  changed since the end of 1973. Ay
vironment if he will pub-  daily occupancy of pay beds by p
istics of the number and patients in 1973, the latest period
raid to registered disabled which figures are available, was
local authority for which 52 per cent.
have been eligible if they
egistered disabled. Haemophilia
. i i Mr. Madden asked the Se
' bg tgt:ig:élglégnf]oﬂo%ﬁ State for Social Services how many Ug#
jodically under general Kingdom residents suffer from hdf
)¢ monitoring the system philia ; if she will give the numbs
tion grants and will gladly an annual basis, over the last three
and the number estimated to unid

s available annually. regular home treatment.

rts (Extensions) Dr. Owen : T1111e n“m]‘:l‘if of pé
suffering from haemophilia in

e e B intgo.  Brittn is estimated to be appro
' it ne for 3:000. small proportion
;tt% Igﬁgeinl his cpeesrmsalgsio; regular home treatment. gxent.tr ptart. o{) the demalx)ld for tal health officers tc

2 fssio ncentrate is being met by im- arrangements i

ng on airport extensions Mr. Madden asked the Secrcialy material, but this is very expen- allowgaccessswllrxlena
kin : No. There are ade- State for Social Services (1) what s d, for reasons which I well under- to take prompt actic
| existence. ments, including the provision of health authorities feel that they mended. The As
afford to buy as much as they mental Health Offic

I hope that local autho-
opportunity to publicise
Copies of a general
new house renovation
ly be available for dis-
1 a variety of agencies,

orities, which have 3
auth . Owen : There are at present two

ers which have received product
for Factor VIII. The Department JRent therapy and
grranged annual ing contracts tioner’s réle in prov
fhese firms, and it is from them that Dr. Owen : No, 1
ophilia centres order their require- justification for 50 ¢
; One contractor obtains supplies happy to consider
PAmerica and the other from Austria. further study which
other firms have applied or are Wish to send me.
ing for product licences.

;, Madden asked the Secretary of Mrs. C l?:splta
for Social Services what is being  giate for gk?cia;) “Slel
4o increase the amount of the Factor  gyce Jegislation tl;
drug produced by the blood trans- ,ythorities the pow
i service known as cryoprecipitate. Litchens and prose

Dwen : As I told my hon. Friend terms as they can
e (?&r éor Islington, South and establishments.

ury (Mr. Cunningham) on 22nd Jan- .

F have authorised the allocation of wal:r;h(g::nu‘) I;g tn‘,
finance of up to £500,000, about (hat the present an
which would be recurring, to in-  ,jy satisfactory. As
the existing production of Factor {he Member )&)r
within the National Health Service. jn my repl

Brst effect of this will, I bope, be felt. February, healyth :
¢ end of the year. some time ago to e
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Psycho-geriatric Patients

Mr. Boardman asked the Secretary of
State for Social Services how many beds
are currently available for psycho-
geriatric patients in the Wigan area;
what this figure represents as a propor-
tion of the population in the area; and
how this figure compares with the best
and the worst in other areas in Great
Britain.

Dr. Owen: Fifty-nine beds, which
represents 0-19 beds per 1,000 total popu-
lation. Comparative information for
other areas is not readily available.

Haemophilia

Mr. Madden asked the Secretary of
State for Social Services if she will make
additional funds immediately available
to regional health authorities to enable
them to purchase privately produced
Factor VIII to enable more haemo-
philiacs to undergo home treatment.

Dr. Owen: Additional revenue is
planned for the NHS, in real terms, in
the Public Expenditure White Paper,
Cmnd 5879, the increase for hospitals
and community health services being
£240 million over the next four years, an
average annual increase of 2-7 per cent.
About half to 1 per cent. of this annual
growth is required to provide services for
the increasing and ageing population, but
even after meeting inescapable commit-
ments there is still room for real growth
in the service; and I hope that econo-
mies and reallocation of existing re-
sources will increase the scope for new
services. It is for health authorities to
decide how much of their financial allo-
cation to devote to the treatment of all
patients and to make the difficult finan-
cial choices which will reflect different
care and treatment priorities between in-
dividual patients. They will, of course,
make these decisions in the light of the
advice they receive from their profes-
sional advisers who can assess individual
needs.

Invalid Tricycles

Sir George Young asked the Secretary
of State for Social Services whether she
has yet agreed with the Motor Industry
Research Association about the placing of
tests reports about the wind performance

7 MARCH 1975
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and interior noise levels of
invalid tricycle in the Libra
such reports—omitting conf;
—will be placed there.

Mr. Alfred Morris: A s
taining relevant data from the
port on the effect of side yin,
Model 70 was placed in the | g
lowing my right hon. Friend"
on 25th March 1974 —[vo. 87
—_MIRA_ has agreed to Prepare
the interior noise level of the
omitting confidentia] Matter re
other vehicles on grounds of
trust. These reports will be pia
Library as soon as they are rece
MIRA.

ry

Geriatric Beds (Stoc %

Mr. Orbach asked the ecre
State for Social Services how mg
tric beds are provided for Stq
how thlfs ‘figure compares with
towns of equal population ;

East. pop " M

Dr. Owen : 336 ; Tepresenting |~L
per 1,000 population as compa
an average of 124 beds per {8
all areas in the South-Eag
Region.

DO

Child Care Costs

Mr. McCrindle asked the §
State for Social Services what ig g
mum amount a local authority ¢
cover from a parent of ample
towards the expense of keen
parents’ child in the care of
authority.

Dr. Owen : Section 62(4) of the;
ren and Young Persons Act 1969 mi
that the maximum contribution g
can be required to make in respe
child in care is the amount the
authority would itself be preparcd
if a child of the same age were
out with foster parents. This
varies with each local authority
local authorities are free to G
their own scales of boarding out"
ances.

Child Minders ;

Mr. Christopher Price asked the
tary of State for Social Services if
list in the Official Report hy
authorities which are using their
to remunerate child minders for

HSOC0010632_004_0006
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_ Spina Bifida
asked the Secretary of State
Services what research pro-
currently been authorised
Wales into the early diag-
ma bifida during pregnancy,
reference to ensuring that
amniocentesis test has in-

ility.

a: The Medical Research
rting relevant work at
supOanngt. Bartholomew’s
in London, and at Cardiff,
Sheffield ; and a programme
on congenital abnormalities
irectly by my Department at
mital includes work on amnio-
ing and genetic counselling.
has a working party which
g to define the magnitude of
nniocentesis. The Standing
isory Committee for England
bas recently considered ante-
ing for spina bifida and, while
that no general screening
involving  amniocentesis

ntroduced at present, it has
the importance of research
‘establishing the validity of
ts and has asked for a further

ementary Benefit

eth Clarke asked the Secre-
for Social Services whether
pce the qualifying period for
ppplementary benefit to six
der to bring it into line with
lied to long-term invalidity

Jones : This possibility will
d along with other improve-
the supplementary benefit
sources permit.

Ives

ed Ewing asked the Secre-
for Social Services what is
‘Waiting time of women appli-
ted from their husbands for
#p in offices under her Depart-
fiction.

Jones : This information is
However, in the great

ses decisions on claims to
allowances are issued

22 APRIL 1975
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within five working days of receipt of
claims, both days included. This period
covers the visit to the claimant’s home
address and the subsequent assessment
and payment processes. Immediate pay-
ment is made where urgent need is
established.

Factor VIII

Mr. Spence asked the Secretary of
State for Social Services what proportion
of haemophiliacs is currently being
treated with Factor VIII ; and what rela.
tion this bears to the number of NHS
patients for whom the treatment has been
sought by their doctors.

Dr. Owen : Factor VIII in the form of

cryoprecipitate can usually be supplied

in sufficient quantities to meet the peeds
of haemophilic patients. I have allocated
special finance in order to boost produc-
tion within the National Health Service
of Factor VIII concentrate, which is now
the generally preferred form of treatment.

Mr. Spence asked the Secretary of State
for Social Services whether the treatment
of haemophiliac patients with Factor
VIII has produced satisfactory results.

Dr. Owen : Yes.

Mr. Spence asked the Secretary of State
for Social Services (1) what are the
present and the prospective sources of
supply of Factor VIII; and when she
expects that the NHS will be self-
sufficient in this medication :

(2) when she expects the supply of
Factor VIII to be equal to the demand
for it in the NHS.

Dr. Owen : Factor VIII, mostly in the
form of cryoprecipitate and partly as con-
centrate, is produced within the National
Health Service. Supplies of concentrate
are also available commercially. _I hope

can

_glﬁt__lhe_ﬁaﬁguaLﬂcaltLSsmmL__
ecome self-s ient in t uction of
all forms of Factor VIII within two or
three years.

e ety

Mr. Spence asked the Secretary of State
for Social Services what is the annual cost
to the NHS of Factor VIII currently being
prescribed.

Dr. Owen: Health authorities spent
£500,000 between November 1973 and
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281
March 1673 on the purchase from com-
mercial firms of imported Factor VI
concentrate. Factor VIII produced within
the National Health Service 1s pot
separately coste

Hospitals (Expenses)

Mr. Stephen Ress asked the Secretary
of State for Social Services what steps
she is taking to cut out waste in Great
Britain’s National Health hospitals, with
particular reference to furniture and
equipment.

Dr. Owesn : There is an urgent need for
cost saving in the NHS. If the hon.
Gentieman has any specific evidence of
waste in relation to furniture and equip-
ment I would be grateful if he will let’
me and the relevant area health authority
know.

Earnings Rule (Widows)

Mr. David Steel asked the Secretary of
tate for Social Services what steps she
proposes to take to relax the earnings
rule for widows who are under 50 years
of age.

Mr. Alec Jemes: National insurance
widows’ benefits, including the age-related
pensions for women who were between
the ages of 40 and 50 when they were
widowed, or when their widowed mother’s
allowance ceased, are not subject to the
earnings rule.

I
Places in local
authority day
rurseries per 1.000
population under 5

Essex' CC ...
Southend CB
England

Mr. Moonman asked the Secretary of
State for Social Services what steps she
is taking to improve the ratio of day
nursery places to children under the age
of 4 years in the county of Essex.

Dr. Owen: The financial resources
available to local authorities do not allow
as rapid a development of their social ser-
vices provision, including that of day
nursery places, as they would wish. 1
imagine that Essex, in common with
other authorities. will take account of the
claims of day nursery projects in deter-
mining their capital priorities, as 1 shall

22 APRIL 1975
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Disabled Persons : Vebidinl

Mr. David Steel asked the %

State for Social Services i shr o3
the conditions governing the =gk
supplied to disabivd peopk SR

married in order o aliow
to drive the vchicic.

Mr. Alfred Morris : Under @8
Health Service invalid vehsdg
vehicles are provided oaly he
people who can drive them,
sion for a spousc 1o dnve
stantially widen the sherol.
however, in process of introduR
mobility allowance for dnvess
drivers alike. not sxtendimg B8
of cars. If the hon. M
question on the applicatins. &
in a particular casc be has
might like to get inw
hon. Friend the
Scotland.

et
e

Mr. Mooaman asked M
State for Sociai Services whas:
of places in day :
under the age of 4 years & &
Essex ; and how this CoBEE
national average. :

Dr. Owen: At 38t MsaR
most recent date fof ¢ :
available, ratios relating ¥

3 b
age group, for 41;:;“
provided, were as fZHUERE
2
Permitted number iof )
children in privaie =¥
nurseries per ¢

population wise? .
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in giving apg’
purposes.

Dr. M. S. Milker

of State for nciel

she is taking O x!fn‘

the British Medicx

on the distribg!:on

oral contraceptive® ,
Dr. Owen: The lﬁﬁ'
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. Existing provisions
‘c'gmribution to that end
"Be adding to the range of
. Thus, supplementary
o ople who are pre-
. t%ge bgcaus_e they are
» o care for sick or aged
their own resources are
B wheir needs and those rela-
A for the service. There
ncome tax dependent rela-
which is available to
atain relatives w'ho can-
old age or infirmity, look
For the future, the
wance will be provided
» who are unable to
because of the need to
relatives in receipt of
yances ; and in the new
we shall be protecting
tahts carned at work by
xe to stay at home to care
afirm relatives.

£

(Capital Allocation)

3] Renton asked the Secre-
"for Social Services what
ppital expenditure has been
“the Cambridgeshire Area
for the coming financial

aw this compares with the
the authority stated to be

It has not' been possible
al heaith authorities of the
ptions to be adopted for
equence the East Anglia
h Authority has not been
the coming financial year
iorities within the region or
ocations for the area health
answer to the second part
n does not therefore arise.
real Disease Clinics
Bautler asked the Secre-
Social Services if she will
to VD clinics reminding
concerned of the need to
with normal courtesy, in
that a number of clinics
a punitive attitude to
could have serious impli-
ic health.

I agree that it is of great
controlling the incidence
transmitted disease that

8 JULY 1975
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patients should not be deterred from
attending at special clinics both for initial
and follow-up examinations, and that they
should feel able to encourage the atten-
dance of their sexual partners. This can
be achieved only if the clinics provide a
considerate and efficient service. I believe
that this is understood by the staff of those
clinics, who specialise in dealing with the
problems of those suffering from sexually
transmitted disease, but I shall be pleased
to look into any specific problem which
my hon. Friend has in mind and any sug-
gestions for-improvement. The Consu-
mers Association publication Sex with
Health commented on the experiences
of 133 people who visited special clinics
and I am considering whether any further
guidance is needed.

Haemophilia

66. Mr. John H. Osbom asked the
Secretary of State for Social Services
whether steps have been taken to ensure
adequate quantities of Factor VIII for
haemophiliacs in each regional health
authority ; and whether she is satisfied
with the way it is being made available
to those who need it.

67. Sir Bernard Braine asked the Sec-
retary of State for Social Services what
progress has been made in increasing the
production of Factor VIII for the better
treatment of haemophiliac patients within
the National Health Service ; and what are
the present arrangments for ensuring that
this drug is available to all who need it.

Dr. Owen : I recognise that at present
not enough Factor VIII in the form of
anti-haemophilic globulin (AHG) con-
centrate is produced within the NHS but,
as I informed the hon. Member for
Sheffield, Hallam (Mr. Osborn) on 6th
May—{[Vol. 891, c.
allocated additional funds so that regional

tansfusion _centres _can_provide

this material. I hope that the first effects

Of the steps we have taken will be felt

by the end of this year and

National Health Service wi

sufficient in 1 ithi
Tee years.

—

Hair Dyes

68. Mr. Torney asked the Secretary of
State for Social Services if she will
investigate whether the use of hair dyes

4021—-1__ have
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consider the recommendations
in the light of comments from the
interests concemed.. I intend to
as speedily as possible.

Operation Bridgeguard
Rooker asked the Secretary of
for the Environment if he will pub-
detailed provision for Operation
eouard up to 1980 contained in
ite Paper on Public Expenditure,
g Paper No. 6393.

! Gilbert : The line for subsidy to
lish Waterways Board in Table 2.6

mnd 6393 includes the following

sion for Operation Bridgeguard:

£m at 1975 Survey prices
1976-77 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80
14 17 1.7 1.7

Rooker asked the Secretary of
for the Environment what were the
forecasts of expenditure and com-
p time of Operation Bridgeguard
@by his Department ; and if he will
a statement on the reasons for any
ns from these forecasts.

Gilbert: The first firm estimates
cost and time of the Bridgeguard
mme relating to inland waterways
:not be made until the survey of
ps carrying public roads was com-
&f in 1970. It was then estimated
the programme would cost about
illion and last five to eight years.
tice the rate of implementation
programme is influenced by the
#0 co-ordinate bridge strengthening
he plans of local highway authori-
related road improvements.

SOCIAL SERVICES

Family Benefits

» Mr. Peter Bottomley asked the Sec-
y of State for Social Services if he
make a statement on EEC proposals
8¢ harmonisation of family benefits.

Orme : The only particular pro-
currently being considered would
the EEC social security regula-
to require all member States to
v the procedure which the regula-
lay down for the majority, including
nited Kingdom, and under which
mber State pays its family benefits
a worker is subject to its legisla-
ol. 910

28 APRIL 1976

Written Answers 106

tion but his family are living in another
member State. For the United Kingdom,
only family allowances are involved. The
Social Affairs Council was, however, un-
able at its meeting on 18th December
last to agree on this proposal, which the
United Kingdom supports.

Psychiatric Services
(Children and Adolescents)

Mrs. Millie Miller asked the Secretary
of State for Social Services when the con-
sultation paper drawing together the dis-
cussion on both child and adolescent
psychiatric services will be issued : and
when the Court Report will be published.

Dr. Owen : The consultation paper on
child and adolescent psychiatric services
will not be issued until the Report of the
Court Committee has been received and
its recommendations can be taken into
account. I understand that Professor
Court hopes to be able to submit his
report by the end of the summer, and I
hope that it will be published as soon as
possible thereafter.

Blood Transfusion Service

Mr. Moate asked the Secretary of State
for Social Services if he will make a
statement about the present levels of
stocks of blood available to the National
Blood Transfusion Serviee ; if there is a
shortage ; and if blood is being imported.

Dr. Owen: Provided that sufficient
donors remain willing to give blood, the
National Blood Transfusion Service can
generally satisfy the demands made on it.
These fluctuate, and local shortages of
blood, or of blood of a particular blood
group, do occur, but the position is con-
tinuously under review by those respon-
sible and corrective action is taken as
necessary.

Blood is not imported into this country
other than in the exceptional situation
when a patient with a very rare blood
group requires a transfusion for which
compatible blood can be obtained only
from a donor in another country, through
the International Panel of Rare Blood
Types.

Mr. Moate asked the Secretary of State
for Social Services if he is satisfied with
the adequacy of facilities, fixed or mobile,
available to the National Blood Trans-
fusion Service for blood donors: and
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