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the Essex Area Health Auth-
follows : tonsillectomies, 279: 
gallstones, 5: varicose veins, 

haemophilia 
Jones asked the Secretary 

Social Services (1) if there is 
of Factor VIII in the clinics 

aemophiliacs are treated on 
what stocks of good quality 

odor VIII are held in the United 
whether the commercial firms 

rocks are licensed : and if she 
a statement ; 

Department will purchase the 
quantities of Factor VIII to 

gat on demand patients are 
rith the amount needed for their 
reatment ; and if she will make 
I'; 
re will initiate an extension of 
t "on demand " treatment by 
[I for haemophiliacs to include 
herapy system in which the 
would be given by patients 

by relatives or by general 
rs ; and if she will make a 

of Factor 

xi rtjngac .. Adequate stocks, 
are held of this commercial 

It is not the Department's 
£lice to make central pur-
health service supplies, but 
racts were arranged to facili-
uchase of this material by 

ttlie the desirability of enabling 
isents to receive treatment at 

progress in this direction is 
r depend largely on the extent toasked th uction of Factor VIII within 

rviccs 
it GnaI Health Service can be 

Multiple Sclerosis 
(Gluten-free Diets) 

)ones asked the Secretary 
for Social Services if she is now 
io initiate immediate joint con-

sultations with everyone actively con-
cerned in the evaluation of gluten-free 
diets and the recovery of multiple sclerosis victims; and if she will make a statement. 

Dr. Owen: A conference, arranged jointly by the Medical Research Council 
and the Multiple Schlerosis Society of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which I welcome warmly, is to meet in October. Those invited have all had 
experience in research into multiple 
sclerosis. The value of dietary supple-ments will be discussed. Later this month the Advisory Committee on Borderline 
Substances will consider, with specialist advice, gluten-free and other substances in relation to multiple sclerosis. 

Disabled Persons 
(Environmental Aids) 

Mr. Carter-Jones asked the Secretary 
of State for Social Services how many local authorities have taken advantage of her circulars DH196/3 and 196/21 dated 4th June 1973 on the supply of 
environmental aids for the disabled ; what response she has bad from local authori-ties to these circulars; how many have been provided ; how many have been rejected; and if she will make a statement. 

Mr. Alfred Morris: Simpler environ-mental control devices are but some of a wide range of personal aids which may be supplied by local authority social ser-vices departments. We do not, however, collect separate figures for each type of 
equipment. 

Chiropody 
Mr. Ovenden asked the Secretary of State for Social Services if she will make 

a statement on the effects of staff short-
ages on the chiropody service; and what action she proposes to take to ensure 
that regular treatment is available for the 
elderly. 

Dr. Owen: I would refer my hon. 
Friend to my reply to my hon. Friend 
the Member for Swindon (Mr. Stoddart) on 7th May.—[Vol. 873, c. 90.] I recog-
nise that in some areas chiropody ser-
vices are less than adequate at present, 
but the long-term objective is to expand 
and improve services to acceptable stand-
ards in all areas as manpower and other 
resources permit. For the time being area 

3 7 ; 4 
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Dr. Owen: A competition for this post 

has beer held. but the authority was not 
able to make an appointment from among 
those shorttisted. I expect further 
arrangements to be announced shortly. 

Haemophiliacs 
Mr. Woodhouse asked the Secretary of 

State for Social Services what steps she 
is taking to improve the supply of factor 
VIII to the National Health Service for 
the treatment of haemophiliacs. 

Dr. Owen : The production of factor 
VIII within the National Health Service 
has increased significantly during the last 
few years. Further increases will depend 
on the extent M.ghi_ch _e_ _T TieaCfft~ 
'authorities are able to expand facilities in 
iransluston centres for the production_. of 
Tsma, from_.which factor VIII is derived. 
T-would also invite the hon. Member's 
attention to my replies to my hon. Friend 
the Member for Eccles (Mr. Carter-Jones) 
on 9th July. 

Psychiatric Consultations (Waiting 
Times) 

Mrs. Fenner asked the Secretary of State 
for Social Services what is the average 
waiting time for a psychiatric consultation 
appointment in the Medway area. 

Dr. Owen: I shall be writing to the 
hon. Member. 

Agoraphobia 
Mrs. Fenner asked the Secretary of 

State for Social Services if she will take 
steps to improve the facilities for treatment 
of agoraphobia in the Medway area ; and 
if she will make a statement. 

Dr. Owen: The Kent Area Health 
Authority which is responsible in the first 
instance for the provision of health ser-
vices in Medway tells me that it does not 
know of any specific shortcomings in the 
service it provides for the treatment of 
agoraphobia. If the bon. Member is 
aware of any perhaps she will let the 
authority know about them. 

Dispensing Accounts and Practice 
Fees (Payment) 

Mr. Money asked the Secretary of State 
for Social Services (1) how many dispens-
ing accounts for National Health Services 
in the Ipswich and East Suffolk area have 

Written Answers 
payment outstanding for a period ofthan three calendar months ; 

(2) what period of delay is :satr, in the payment of fees due to \at @ 
Health Service practices in the fns and East Suffolk area at•preser,t
the case of how many such pr :cticcr W there been a delay in paymen t of r> 
than three calendar months

Dr. Owen : I assume he t:}trestle, ,q 
refer to doctors. I understand, from ihi Suffolk Family Practitioner C.!tntt 
that the only delay in payment of lets to 
allowances to doctors in the Ipswteh t 
East Suffolk areas at present is of 
classes of fees paid to some dispe 
doctors. These fees usually represent;_ 
under half the dispensing fees paid to' 
doctors concerned. Final payments to 
practices in East Suffolk are o'er tbk7t` 
months late but most of the money.
has been paid to the doctors at the no 
time under an arrangement my 
ment introduced for advance paymea 

Private Health Provident Schema 
Mr. Churchill asked the Secr_t,arp d. 

State for Social Services how ate. 
people, including dependants ot to 
scribers, are currently covered by , ft
health insurance schemes ; and wtr.et h
total value of such schemes. 

Dr. Owen : As I said in my raisd'Jr` to 
the hon. Member for Truro t.Sir. 1 . 3 
on 12th July, I have no direct info 
tion on the numbers covered by 
health insurance schemes but accordut$ I 
"Provident Schemes Statistics 1972 a 

subscription income in 1972 r,; 1 I 
dent schemes amounted to £29 4 ail 

Hernia Operations 

Mr. Edge asked the Secret-'r. iA S 
for Social Services if she will p 
in the OFFict41.. REPORT the :t:erag-
of waiting of people who reyutrc is 
operations. 

Dr. Owen : Information in ez:~<`=fF 
form is not available. The tOTk
is taken from the Report on the Ht. 
In-Patient Inquiry, which arr_nz^# 
things gives average vvaitisiL' tis 
patients admitted from watr:

England and Wales in 1972, 
year for which statistics haVe 'A l 
fished: Hernia, with or withL' p0t 
tion: 16-4 weeks. 

Chirol 

%lr. George 
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mbers of t 
n.y of the 

Dr. Owen: 
1 en provided 

t iC for n 
lami health a 
1974 be area 
&c use of sho 

;fie restricted 
the elder 

sal: SOCi i  S_ _t 
Mr. M,onrn 
te for Soc 

P bie effective 
t? for corn. 

ft ure that all 
DAYS OF CE 

*r'-'•`-'.e.r 29p-29 
ni!e and pr 

A ,Aoijc psy 
's`'h sis as! 

cUndi:ions 
/)i ist:OS7S as! 

COnditlons 

{ fir iiv psk•c 
1 s;.ar c ,d stal. 

t~' 
rkci_ er p 

n.: a•; Pers. 

'=JrC5~5 

~,,, ~.: ~:.;I;:ait t• di: 

t ";a dcpende 
cat disot 

3tnie origin 
St s'mpb 

fro"pica: situ: 
disord 

ed

per¢rdarion 
'r::tr t:"le rn; ' .rasp . e.td rn 

'' 5Y :hroughc 
•i CCbrd)rt to 201. 677

H S O C00106 32_004_0002 



Written Answers 22 JANUARY 1975 Written Answers 392

pt estimate of the additional amounts Mr. Alec Jones: Since November 1974
in pensions in 1975-76, 1976-77 

if the 
representations have been received from -J '{ 

`1977-78, respectively, earnings four bodies representing ex-Service men. ti 
threshold were raised to £20 for Pensions for widows of Service men killed ^ ' 

1.76. to. £35 in 1976-77, and to £50 in Northern Ireland after 31st March 1973
077.78, and if the retirement condition are awarded under the provisions of the
inUed to be linked to the earnings Ministry of Defence Armed Forces Pen-
threshold for the time being in force. sion Scheme, an occupational scheme for

'Malley' On the basis of the regular Service men and their dependants. '. 

&rs who would under the present I have nothing to add to my reply to the .
deferring retirement in 1975-?6, hon. Member on 8th November, 1974.—be [Vol. 880, 

additional amounts payable in pen- c. 278-9.]

is terms of the Ell -60 pension are 
Nurs' Costsi Rated to be £60 million in 1975-76, 

million in 1976-77 and £135 million Mr. John Page asked the Secretary of p77.78. If one adds to these figures State for Social Services what is the aver-
amounts lost in contributions, and age cost of staffing one nursing position
rats the amount of short-term bene- in a National Health Service hospital for
ylbich would no longer be payable, the 52 weeks of 40 hours each with (a) a 
to the National Insurance Fund State registered nurse employed directly t ` 

~. out at £60 million, £110 million by the hospital, and (b) a State registered
£145 million respectively. The first nurse with equivalent experience supplied 
second of these three figures are re- by an agency, taking into consideration
1 ones, and supersede the earlier esti- the costs of accommodation, holiday pay, ^; , 
a of £80 million and £125 million pensions, etc., of the directly employed
lttively which I gave to Standing nurse. ~. ." 
mince B on 3rd December—[c. 51.] 

5th December—[c. 73.] last. Mr. Alec Jones : Information in the
form requested is not available. Compari-

Graduated Pensions son of the cost of a directly employed

r. Kenneth Clarke asked the Secre- 
nurse and an agency nurse of similar 
grade is affected by such variable factors

' 

of State for Social Services what is as the charges made by agencies, which
estimated cost of inflation-proofing differ from one agency to another, the 
benefits payable to recipients of point that the directly employed nurse has = ̀  
Qated pensions under the present reached on the salary scale and the ele-
Rated pensions scheme ments of cost other than salary for the 
•r. O'Malley: On the same assump- directly employed nurse.

as in the Government Actuary's Haemophilia "orandum on the Government's
ter Pensions " (Cmnd. 5713) pro- Mr. George Cunningham asked the
Is, the cost, in present-day terms, of Secretary of State for Social Services what 

l . 
•. 

protecting graduated pensions deficiencies exist in the supply of Factor 
d rise from about £3 million a year VIII (cryoprecipitate) for the treatment of 
maximum of about £90 million a haemophilia; and what action she pro-
by the end of the century. There- poses to take to deal with the problem. 
the cost would decline slowly until Dr. Owen: The amount of Factor VIII 

riis to graduated pension had materials in- hate . 
uce within the National Health Service 

Army Widows' Pensions 
is not sufficient and in ariicu ar, `ere is 

Sims asked the Secretary of State 
an imme is P rear 
human anti-haemophilic globulin con

Social Services what recent repre- centrate—AHG concentrate—which is
Lions she has received concerning the now the pfrmsLirea ent for haemo• 
rity between the pension awarded 

toIdEarid
eats. There is also an increasing i as of Service men killed in the war  for certain other blood fractions_

widows of Service men killed in  At present part of the demand for
tern Ireland; and if she will make a AHG concentrate is being met by im-
nent. ported material, but this is very expensive :J . .
01.884 2 T 2 
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and, for reasons which I well understand: 

health authorities feel they cannot afford 

to buy as much as they would wish to, 

given the various claims or, their 

resources. 

`1 _believe it is._'itally_ imt,o~tan_t Ana .,ti~~ 
National eH althservice _should ._become 

self=sufnctetit as_s soon as pracLtcable. in 

tlie_production of Factor.,•__ if mctudin~

i SIG concentrate. This will stop us being 

3ependent o~ _ marts and made the best-

i jrtoivn treatment_more_readihav_atlable 

t_o people _ affezine_fcom_haentophilia .

have, therefore authorised the allocation

f s ecrnrfinaiice,to..boosc our own pro 

tton . with_ _the._ objective.... of _becQ $ tn n 

es  f-sufficient over,. the _next.-few_yea. rs.. 

regional hospital authorites t:.% o•rr 
priorities for 1976-77 and t'^r-'ci'.tcc,- 

Health Authorities' FuLtuh 

Mrs. Renee Short asked the *z 
of State for Social Services .l , 
list in the Official Report nz •a ~ Wt • 
able to each regional he:: t i xa 

~• England and Wales to r~ 
the next financial year hi'  e 
spending in 1973-74. 

~; Dr. Owen: The present z.r' s`: 
for health authorities to ca': Cc . 

within limits unexpended p 
allocations for revenue expend t10%. 

not in operation in 1973-'4. 

National Insurance Contributions Benefits (Publicity' 

Mr. George Cunningham asked the Mr. George Cunningham apt 

Secretary of State for Social Services what Secretary of State for Social Sc'

is her estimate of the loss in contributions she will ensure in future edits(  i s

from self-employed persons to the Department's leaflet " Fan! 
f 

Y
s 

National Insurance Fund and the number Pensions" that 
the table ' 

of persons who would have their contri printed on page 21 states. in re 

butions reduced if class 2 contributions both the National Insurance SchrOw "? 

were treated as advance payments of a the Industrial nj 
o ehe 

~ tt 

class 4 contribution defined as 8 per cent. benefits and 
parts 

of earnings betwen the lower limit for able to each class of cortribuud 

class 2 contributions and £3,600 a year. Mr. Alec Jones: The contents at M

hen. booklet are 
currently 

Mr. O'Malley: I shall let my 
 under rc+
bon, Frsrr ` 

Friend have a reply as soon as possible. w
gestion

e 
all mind 

my 

Lymington Hospital Benefit Pa~tnrnti 

Mr. Adley asked the Secretary of State 
for Social Services if she will give an Mr. George Cunningham. 

assurance that Lymington Hospital will Secretary of State for

not be closed, for any administrative what percentage of t= 

reasons, in the foreseeable future. financed by national -nst'' 
a°f rb~ 

bons have been in resl'ct ,t . 

Dr. Owen: 1 have written to the hon. parts of benefits to which

Member. contributors are not ent ' iae- sea• ` 
an average over the LA- 

Hospitals (Birmingham) to 1974. 

Mr. Rooker asked the Secretary of Mr. Alec Jones : r n_  lx 
State for Social Services if she will make jives the cost of benet'•tS h ; :*~ 

a statement on the delay in announcing a years showing separatelt 
t 

starting date for the new eye and accident benefits or parts of be - t 

hospitals in Birmingham. payable t.o the sell-c .;iin' " 
:J.

Dr. Owen : These projects have been are unemployment • 
•iCkS~r 69

planned as part of a much larger develop- related supplements to

ment at the Queen Elizabeth Medical and widow's allc~'~nc~ ',Ju r;Xl 

Centre which is estimated to cost about 
went benefit .att-t 

£20 million. The finances available for benefits. The cost of a 3e ;) J

nd t t=capital building in 1975-76 are so re- amounts of a little u: t 
0,vt of total 'benefit exp= 

stricted that I do not see any real pros- cru • o 

pect of being able to start this scheme five years or 10'6 lx r 

in that year. I shall shortly be asking financial year. 
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of the Cairncross Coin-
noel Tunnel. SOCIAL. SERVICES 

The report is not yet Unemployment Benefit (Scoil 
a as to publication will 62. Mr. Crawford asked the $ 
t is received and after of State for Social Services what 
sir Alec Cairocross and estimate of the amount of une1npn

benefit payable in a situation in 
of (a) 100,000 unemployed, (b) 

noaation Grants unemployed, (c) 120,000 unempl 
led Persons) 130,000 unemployed, and (e) 14, 
.s asked the Secretary of unemployed, w 
ironment what steps he 
ire that disabled people 

Mr. Alec Jones: The 

help available to them amounts, at the rate of benefit
come into force in April 1975, arc homes Act 

1974;
Se i ifns he56 

ousing Act   if million, £53 million, £60 milli 

iorities to give maximum million and £74 million respectivelly.' 

new form of assistance ; 
ake a further statement. Hospitals (Pay Beds) 

I hope that local autho- Mr. Bryan Davies asked the Sec 

opportunity to publicise of State for Social Services when tl 

Copies of a general review of Section 5 hospital pay bedj • 
new house renovation completed ; what was the percentaj 

under-occupancy which was reveah 
ly be available for dis- 

a variety of agencies, that time, the present number of by 
i 
authorities, which have designated, and the under-occupanC 

paying patients in the last year: a )rovided with advance 
rgently considering with she will make a statement. 

Friend the Secretary of Dr. Owen: The last major revic 
l Services what further hospital pay beds began in 1966, 
eeded to alert disabled average daily occupancy by p 
istence of this new form patients of the 5,670 authorised pay 

was 2,830-50 per cent. There as 
4,570 pay beds, and this figure lie 

aes asked the Secretary of changed since the end of 1973. Av 
vironment if he will pub- daily occupancy of pay beds by 9 
istics of the number and patients in 1973, the latest perio 
,aid to registered disabled which figures are available, was 2 
local authority for which 52 per cent. 
have been eligible if they 
egistered disabled. Haemophilia 

.: I am arranging for this Mr. Madden asked the Secrete 
State for Social Services how many I 

be obtained from local 
iodically under general Kingdom residents suffer from h 

philia ; if she will give the numb 
)r monitoring the system 
tion grants and will gladly an annual basis, over the last three 

s available annually. and the number estimated to ur 
regular home treatment. 

its (Extensions) Dr. Owen: The number of p 
suffering from haemophilia in 

ked the Secretary of State Britain is estimated to be approxii 
cnment if he will intro- 
to make it necessary for 3,000. A small proportion in 

. 
s to obtain his permission regular home treatment.

ng on airport extensions. Mr. Madden asked the SecrW 

kin: No. There are ade- State for Social Services (1) what a1 
including the of 1 

i existence. ments. provision 
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Mpg made by regional health autho- would wish to, give 
tp secure supplies of the Factor on their resources. 
~ceatratc. used to supplement sup- . I believe that  it is 
paade available by the blood trans- the National Healt 
1 scrvtce, in the treatment of haemo- come se -sufficient 

in the production o1 
`what financial resources has each ing AHG concentral 
al health authority for securing sup- ~emg fe — ndent on 

— Factor VIII concentrate which are best known trey 
ely produced. le to people su er: 

wen My Department has nego- —[Vol. 884, c. 392-. 

arrangements under which Factor Mr. Madden ask may be bought from certain coin- State for Social Seri 
al firms in the normal way by health tions have been ma4 
,cities. They will decide on the pro- 

of their financial allocation to be about the availabilit 
m 
ed to this purpose, having regard duced by the Blood 

and private manufac other claims on their resources. 
Dr. Owen: Repr1 

Madden asked the Secretary of received from hon. I 
for Social Services what contact their constituents, at 
has been getween the Department tors of haemophilia 
]ovate manufacturers on the amount 
btor VIII concentrate to be bought Hormone Repl 
1ional health authorities. Mrs. Colquhoun 

Owen: There are at present two of State for Social 
up a working party 

iers which have received product 
es for Factor VIII. The Department went therapy and 

itranged annual running contracts boner's role in pros 

ttese firms, and it is from them that Dr. Owen: No, I 
ophiha centres order their require- justification for so c 

One contractor obtains supplies happy to consider 
America and the other from Austria. further study which 
b other firms have applied or are wish to send me. 
jag for product licences. 

Hospita 
Madden asked the Secretary of Mis. Colquhoun 

:for Social Services what is being State for Social Ser 
o increase the amount of the Factor duce legislation tc 
dug produced by the blood trans- authorities the pow 
f service known as cryoprecipitate. kitchens and prose 

As I told my hon. Friend terms as they can ~Pwen: 
mber for Islington, South and establishments. 

any (Mr. Cunningham) on 22nd Jan- Dr. Owen: Not 1 
J-have authorised the allocation of was shown to be n 
II finance of up to £500,000. about that the present an 
if which would be recurring, to in- ally satisfactory_ As 

the existing production of Factor the Member for 
within the National Health Service, in my reply 
list effect of this will, I hope, be felt February, health 
s end of the year. some time ago to e 
present, part of the demand for tal health officers ti 
concentrate is being met by im- arrangements in a 

L. material, but this is very expen- allow access when 
s 1, for reasons which I well under- to take prompt actic 
. health authorities feel that they mended. The As 
a afford to buy as much as they mental Health 05 
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Psycho-geriatric Patients 
Mr. Boardman asked the Secretary of 

State for Social Services how many beds 
are currently available for psycho-
geriatric patients in the Wigan area ; 
what this figure represents as a propor-
tion of the population in the area ; and 
how this figure compares with the best 
and the worst in other areas in Great 
Britain. 

Dr. Owen: Fifty-nine beds, which 
represents 0.19 beds per 1,000 total popu-
lation. Comparative information for 
other areas is not readily available. 

Haemophilia 
Mr. Madden asked the Secretary of 

State for Social Services if she will make 
additional funds immediately available 
to regional health authorities to enable 
them to purchase privately produced 
Factor VIII to enable more haemo-
philiacs to undergo home treatment. 

Dr. Owen: Additional revenue is 
planned for the NHS, in real terms, in 
the Public Expenditure White Paper, 
Cmnd 5879, the increase for hospitals 
and community health services being 
£240 million over the next four years, an 
average annual increase of 2.7 per cent. 
About half to 1 per cent, of this annual 
growth is required to provide services for 
the increasing and ageing population, but 
even after meeting inescapable commit-
ments there is still room for real growth 
in the service; and I hope that econo-
mies and reallocation of existing re-
sources will increase the scope for new 
services. It is for health authorities to 
decide how much of their financial allo-
cation to devote to the treatment of all 
patients and to make the difficult finan-
cial choices which will reflect different 
care and treatment priorities between in-
dividual patients. They will, of course, 
make these decisions in the light of the 
advice they receive from their profes-
sional advisers who can assess individual 
needs. 

Invalid Tricycles 
Sir George Young asked the Secretary 

of State for Social Services whether she 
has yet agreed with the Motor Industry 
Research Association about the placing of 
tests reports about the wind performance 

and interior noise levels of the invalid tricycle in the Libra 
such reports—omitting confi —will be placed there. 

Mr. Alfred Morris: A sy taming relevant data from the port on the effect of side wp>d Model 70 was placed in the lib lowing my right hon. Friend'= g on 25th March 1974.—[vol g7i, —MIRA has agreed to prepare n the interior noise level of the P omitting confidential matter rtj other vehicles on grounds of trust. These reports will be plant Library as soon as they are rec eh MIRA. 

Geriatric Beds (Stoclt~ 
Mr. Orbach asked the Set State for Social Services how m 

tric beds are provided for Stock how this figure compares wit towns of equal population in I East. 
Dr. Owen: 336 ; representing 

per 1,000 population as comp 
an average of 124 beds per 
all areas in the South-East Region. 

Child Care Costs 
Mr. McCrindle asked the & State for Social Services what is tf 

mum amount a local authority t 
cover from a parent of ample 
towards the expense of kee
parents' child in the care of t!k 
authority. 

Dr. Owen : Section 62(4) of tkp 
ren and Young Persons Act 1969 0 that the maximum contribution a 
can be required to make in resp 
child in care is the amount thl 
authority would itself be prepared, 
if a child of the same age were bi 
out with fester parents. This
varies with each local authority b 
local authorities are free to dt 
their own scales of boarding out 
ances. 

Child Minders 
Mr. Christopher Price asked ib 

tary of State for Social Services if 
list in the Official Report tin 
authorities which are using their 
to remunerate child minders for I 
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within five working days of receipt of -S 
Spina Bifida claims, both days included. This period 

asked the Secretary of State covers the visit to the claimant's home • 
$etvices what research pro- 
we currently been authorised 

address and the subsequent assessment 
and payment processes. Immediate pay-

-; 

and Wales into the early diag- ment is made where urgent need is 
bifida during pregnancy, established.

filar reference to ensuring that -
j amniocentesis test has in- Factor VIII 
lability. Mr. Spence asked the Secretary of
pp: The Medical Research State for Social Services what proport ion
supporting relevant work at of haemophiliacs is currently being 

Owl and St. Bartholomew's treated with Factor VIII; and what rela- 
DO in London, and at Cardiff, 

-
tion this bears to the number of NHS 

I Sheffield ; and a programme patients for whom the treatment has been 
1 on congenital abnormalities sought by their doctors. 
lirectly by my Department at 
vital includes work on ammo- 

Dr. Owen :Factor VIII in the form of 
g and genetic counselling, cryoprecipitate can usually supplied be 

in sufficient -
quantities to meet the 

1
ll has a working party which 
tg to define the magnitude of 

needs
of haemophilic patients. I have allocated - 

trntttocentesis. The Standing special finance in order to boost produc-
tion within the National Health ServiceIvisory Committee for England 

bas recently considered ante- 
of Factor VIII concentrate, which is now

ing for spina bifida and, while 
the generally preferred form of treatment.

ing that no general screening 
involving amniocentesis 

Mr. Spence asked the Secretary of State 
introduced at present, it has 

for Social Services whether the treatment 
the importance of research of haemophiliac   patients with Factor

VIII has produced satisfactory 
establishing the validity of 

results.

sts and has asked for a further Dr. Owen: Yes. 

- 
Mr. Spence asked the Secretary of State

i 

elementary Benefit for Social Services (1) what are the _._ _
eh Clarke asked the Secre- present and the prospective sources of -• . 

i for Social Services whether supply of Factor VIII; and when she = 
lace the qualifying period for expects that the NHS will be self-

pplementary benefit to six sufficient in this medication:
r der to bring it into line with 
applied to long-term invalidity 

(2) when she expects the supply of
Factor VIII to be equal to the demand 
for it in the NHS. 

i Jones: This possibility will Dr. Owen : Factor VIII, mostly in the 
ed along with other improve- form of c o reci itate and rY P P partly as con- - -
the supplementary benefit centrate, is produced within the National -

psources permit- Health Service. Supplies of concentrate 
are also available commercially. I ~h o se^

Separated Wives that the National Health Service can 
wed Ewing asked the Secre ecome self-su nt in the~roduction of 

for Social Services what is all forms of Factor VIII within two or
waiting time of women appli- three years-

~ j=®ded from their husbands for 
b in offices under her Depart- Mr. Spence asked the Secretary of State 
fiction. for Social Services what is the annual cost 
Jones • This information is to the NHS of Factor VIII currently being 

It,. However, in the great 
prescribed. 

cases decisions on claims to Dr. Owen: Health authorities spent 
jy allowances are issued £500,000 between November 1973 and 

HS000010632_004_0007 
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March 19 75 on the purchase from corn 

mercial firms of imported Factor VIII
Disabled Persons

concentrate. Factor VIII produced within Air. David Steel asked thr 

the National Health Service is not State for Social Se; v:crs if s 

+ t separately costed. the conditions governing tbe- 
y supplied to disabled p_o, .1 ' 

s : married in order to aihow t 
Hospitals (Expenses) to drive the vehicle. 

Mr. Stephen Ross asked the Secretary Mr. Alfred Morris : L'n. -r 

r: l% of State for Social Services what steps Health Service invalid vehic 

she is taking to cut out waste in Great vehicles are provided (

1 .

 ly 

Britains National Health hospitals, with people who can drive ihcra. ''' 
particular reference to furniture and sion for a spouse to dr t+c 

.. r equipment. stantially widen the seh r. 
nerd 

Dr. Owen : There is an urgent need for however, in process c•: 
for drto+ l 

cost saving in the NHS. If the hone 
Gentleman has any specific evidence of 

mobility allowance 
drivers alike. not ndrO t i 

waste in relation to furniture and equip- of cars. If the hon. 

•, ment I would be grateful if he will let question on the applca+ 

in rase he h , 
me and the relevant area health authority a particular 

.,,.s 
know. might like to get in tk`ucas 

hon. Friend the Scc. eta-Y
Scotland. 

Earnings Rule (Widows) 
Day Nursed 

Mr. David Steel asked the Secretary of 
ashrd 1 

State for Social Services what steps she Mr. Moofluran 
for Social Seri rCrs tid Sr. A

proposes to take to relax the earnings 
rule for widows who are under 50 years 

State 
of places in day nurr 

0 
of age. under the age of 4 rear 

i l 

Essex ; and how 
this a*t a' 

Mr. Jones: d es : National insurance 
benefits, including the age-related 

national average.
1 5 widows' 

pensions for women who were between Dr. Owen: At 3ht 

most recent date fcr iiii,lb, 
the ages of 40 and 50 when they were 

or when their widowed mother's available, ratios :.l t+±a
; ,.w widowed, 

allowance ceased, are not subject to the age group,for ah:;m 
provided, were as

earnings rule- •
n y (1) 

, 1

Places in local Permitted nun oe r . y

authority day children rn p f 1 t rj
nurseries per 1.000 nurseries r

population under 5 population nurr• . 

Essex'CC 23 16-5 
—

# ... ... ... • l Southend CB , 0
England ... ... ... ... 

6.9 

;a c Mr. Moonman asked the Secretary of a Sri 
in giving p r-± °. . 

State for Social Services what steps she purposes. 

is taking to improve the ratio of day 

nursery places to children under the age 
Oral Co 

= of 4 years in the county of Essex. 
itiItei 

wen: The financial resources Dr. M. S. 
State for S^ 1 s. 

available to local authorities do not allow of 
is taking an th=

as 
ser 
dal 

she 
the British 

Mf='r" vicesprpro provision, including that of 
places, as they would wish. 1 on 

the distr=bu
ce0ivs-nursery 

imagine that Essex, in common with 
anal contra

other authorities, will take account of the 

claims of day nursery projects in deter-
Owen . 

Dr. i.-arned 
mining their capital priorities, as I shall suitably 

N 

t aI 

tot  i

We 
Ha 

:. C 

uvmir 
rn s 

and 

: Cot 

The 

the 

!0 n t 

pd!Cs 

a JS. 

ke 
Ffor 

ndual 

tax 
f%tl 
kind 

?rflY. 

Re; 
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Existing provisions 
,otribution to that end 

e adding to the range of 

s Thus, supplementary 

de to people who are pre-
ng because they are 

to care for sick or aged 
their own resources are 

heir needs and those rela-
y for the service. There 

pcottte tax dependent rela-
which is available to 

detain relatives who can-
old age or infirmity, look 

For the future, the 
lowance will be provided 

mrs " who are unable to 
t because of the need to 

ed relatives in receipt of 
winces; and in the new 

t we shall be protecting 
Bhts earned at work by 

to stay at home to care 
Arm relatives. 

lire (Capital Allocation) 

1 Renton asked the Secre-
(or Social Services what 
dial expenditure has been 
be Cambridgeshire Area 
ty for the coming financial 
r this compares with the 
the authority stated to be 

It has not• been possible 
al health authorities of the 
tptions to be adopted for 
asequence the East Anglia 
h Authority has not been 
r the coming financial year 
arities within the region or 
cations for the area health 
answer to the second part 
does not therefore arise. 

C ' lio 

,Y 1975 Written Answers 108 

patients should not be deterred from 
attending at special clinics both for initial 
and follow-up examinations, and that they 
should feel able to encourage the atten-
dance of their sexual partners. This can 
be achieved only if the clinics provide a 
considerate and efficient service. I believe 
that this is understood by the staff of those 
clinics, who specialise in dealing with the 
problems of those suffering from sexually 
transmitted disease, but I shall be pleased 
to look into any specific problem which 
my hon. Friend has in mind and any sug-
gestions for • improvement. The Consu-
mers Association publication Sex with 
Health commented on the experiences 
of 133 people who visited special clinics 
and I am considering whether any further 
guidance is needed. 

Haemoplhilia 

66. Mr. John H. Osborn asked the 
Secretary of State for Social Services 
whether steps have been taken to ensure 
adequate quantities of Factor VIII for 
haemophiliacs in each regional health 
authority: and whether she is satisfied 
with the way it is being made available 
to those who need it. 

67. Sir Bernard Braine asked the Sec-
retary of State for Social Services what 
progress has been made in increasing the 
production of Factor VIII for the better 
treatment of haemophiliac patients within 
the National Health Service ; and what are 
the present arrangments for ensuring that 
this drug is available to all who need it. 

Dr. Owen: I recognise that at present 
not enough Factor VIII in the form of 
anti-haemophilic globulin (AHG) con-
centrate is produced within the NHS but. 
as I informed the hon. Member for 
Sheffield, Hallam (Mr. Osborn) on 6th 
May—[Vol. 891, c. 402]—I have 
allocated additional funds so that regional eal Disea se tcs 

cc Butler asked the Secre- 
rams usion centre 

c 
r Social Services if she will 

mole or meee 

to VD clinics reminding o 
this material. I hope that 

the ste s we ave to 
concerned of the need to y the end of this Tyeai 
with normal courtesy, in Naii äFTIIlih Service 
a that a number of clinics su dent to 
a punitive attitude to ree years. 
could have serious impli- __—_ 

dic health. Hair Dyes 

I agree that it is of great 68. Mr. Torney asked the Secretary of 
controlling the incidence State for Social Services if she will 

transmitted disease that investigate whether the use of hair dyes 

M 

4 
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'Wte consider the recommendations Lion but his family are living in another

in the light of comments from the member State. For the United Kingdom, 
es 

interests concerned. I intend to only family allowances are involved. The
~`' 

Rte' 
speedily as possible. Social Affairs Council was, however, un- ~ 

operation Bridgeguard 
able at its meeting on 18th December
last to agree on this proposal, which the 4 

c Rooker asked the Secretary of United Kingdom supports.  ;,± 

to I
[ot the Environment if he will pub- ' ' • 

7
detailed provision for Operation Psychiatric Services

rd up to 1980 contained in (Children and Adolescents) -

Withese 
ite Paper on Public Expenditure, 

paper No. 6393. 
Mrs, Millie Miller asked the Secretary

of State for Social Services when the con-10 
3g / b Gilbert : The line for subsidy to sultation paper drawing together the dis- 

' Waterways Board in Table 2.6 

d for3Ope 

cussion on both child and adolescent 
psychiatric services will be issued; and 

r
` 1 t Will 

ation Bridgeguardwmg when the Court Report will be published. .:. 

ter £m at 1975 Survey prices Dr. Owen: The consultation paper on 
t t 

! i 
- 1976-77 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80 child and adolescent psychiatric services = 1 

14 1-7 l'7 17 will not be issued until the Report of the • i 
Court Committee has been received and 

,
 '

Rooker asked the Secretary of its recommendations can be taken into 
I 

; :4 
ss for the Environment what were the account. understand that Professor 

titer forecasts of expenditure and corn- Court hopes to be able to submit his •
of time of Operation Bridgeguard report by the end of the summer, and I - ; •*. t 
Is by his Department ; and if he will hope that it will be published as soon as
r " a statement on the reasons for any possible thereafter. -

it s from these forecasts. 
lbS

*
rt: The estimates

st ma esguard 

Blood Transfusion Service ti

LW 
e• 

cost and time of
st 

 the B Mr. Moate asked the Secretary of State 
for Social Services if he will µ. a relatin to inland g  waterways Y 

not be made until the survey of 
make a 

statement  abou t the present levels of 
- 

carrying public roads was corn- stocks of blood available to the National Blood Transfusion 
Service; if there is 

~•-~ 
in 1970- It was . then estimated 

the programme would cost about 
a

shortage; and if blood is being imported. "t :__ , r 
o~ lion and last five to eight years. Dr. Owen: Provided that sufficient Lice the rate of implementation donors remain willing to give blood, theprogramme is influenced by the National Blood Transfusion Service can Jo co-ordinate co-ordinate bridge strengthening 

plans of local highway author:- 
generally satisfy the demands made on it. 
These fluctuate, and local shortages 

._ -: = I 

related road improvements, 
of 

blood, or of blood of a particular blood 

!.,t 
;.L I 

{ group, do occur, but the position is con- _ ; ~: 

SOCIAL SERVICES 
tinuously under review by those respon- - ; • } 
sible and corrective action is taken as

Family Benefits necessary. •
- Mr. Peter Bottomley asked the Sec- Blood is not imported into this country ~ 

of State for Social Services if he other than in the exceptional situation 
make a statement on EEC proposals when a patient with a very rare blood  t 

harmonisation of family benefits, group requires a transfusion for which 

r ` Orme: The only particular pro- 
compatible blood can be obtained only
from a donor in another country, through currently being considered would 

the EEC social security regula- 
the International Panel of Rare Blood Types. .

;  
to require all member States to ►. the procedure which the regula- 

lay down for the majority, including 
Mr. Moate asked the Secretary of State 

for Social Services 
'.'. i ..

United Kingdom, and under which 
ber State pays its family benefits 

if he is satisfied with 
the adequacy of facilities, fixed or mobile,

•

a worker is subject to its legisla- 
available to the National Blood Trans- 
fusion Service for blood donors: and 

- * j 

VoL910 2G3 

..f: 
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