11th-October 1976

Dr A D ¥olntyre
Scottish Home and Eealth Department

.8t Androw's- ‘House

EDINBURGE ’ .
EH1 3DE

Dear Dr Meolntyre .

SUPPLIES OF PLASMA FOR ,FACTOR VIIX
1 have received, from Dr Iain Cook, notes on the meeting of
Regional Transfusion Directors in. England hold on Wednesday 6th
Octobor and notice a!so the discussion held on supply of plaspa
for -factor VIII production. :

In view of the cousiderable and exotional disauasions which have

‘been occurring for aovoral years on the supply of concentrate

tractions containing tactor viIx I was surpriaed to leamrn thut

Dr Enycock had. declined additional supplios of fresh -plasma on ’

the grounds that tha plant capacity ‘'Was 1nsut£1cient to cope. 1
prosunme ‘that the plant to which reforonce is- ‘pade is tho process

plant at Blstree nnd ds not a reoforonce to the UK. national plant
avnilability. I wish to assuro you that the. !acility at the

Protein Practionation Centre for production of factor VIIX concentrates
is grosaly underused; tndeed, BB YOu are ‘aware, we havo been
processing cryoprocipitate supernatant for many nonths ag a moans

of keeping koy staff in gainful enploynent.

81uco there now appears to bo an-excess of fresh plasma available

in England and Weles it would appear that discussions botwean SHHD
apd DHES roquire to bo expodited with .a view to supplying plasma
for process in Scotland., Tho process capacity for 2rosh plasma at
the. Protein Fraationation Centro is 1 000 litres per wesk to provide
factor VIII concentrate of !hich approximately 200 litres has ‘beon

-allocatod to meet Scottish. needs although, at the present time,

only 100 litres-of plasus enters procesn oach woek. Thoe capacity
to process. the plaspa further than factor VIII is, of course,
seriously limited by the failure to reach a working arrangement for
shift oporation. By coincidence it happons that the first argument
foxr/
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Dr A-D KcIntyre -2 = 11th October 1976

for the need to introduce shift working at the Protein Fractionatién
Centre was advancoed 10 years .age tomorrow. I refrain from further
comment.

With kindest repgards

Yours sincerely

JOHN G WATT
. Scientific Director

-s¢, Major-Genoral ‘H C.Jeffroy :
All Regional Directors ‘ .
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